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CONSTITUTION
FOR THE

FIRST AGRICULTURAL COLONY OF RUSSIAN
ISRAELITES OF AMERICA.

STATE OF LOUISIANA,
Parish of Orleans.

Be it known, that on this sixteenth day of December,
eighteen hundred and eighty-one, before me, Felix J. Drey-
fous, a notary public for the Parish of Orleans and City of
New Orleans, therein residing, personally appeared Herrman
Rosenthal, Jacob Borowick, Marcus Piesakovitch, Bennen
Grunberg, David Arsinberg, Ezckiel Aronstan (and others,
42 in number, whose names figure on the original act),
temporary of this city, who severally declared that,
availing themselves of the provisions of the general laws
of this State relative to the organisation of corporations,
they do hereby form themselves, together with such other
colonists and immigrants as may hecome associated with
and join them, into a body corporate, to be governed by
the following stipulations, to wit :

ARrTicLE TIRST.

The name of this association shall be ¢ The First Agri-
“cultural Colony of Russian Israelites in America,” it
shall continue into existence for twenty-five years from the
date hereof; it shall be capable to have, purchase, receive,
take and hold for said corporation and its successors,
lands, tenements, stocks, chattels, stores, warehouses, crafts,
and eflects of every kind and nature given or bequeathed
unto or acquired by the same in any manner whatever ; it
shall have power to sell, devise, give and mortgage the
property of the corporation; make contracts, and enter
into other covenants as occasion shall call for. Said cor-
poration shall have the right to sue and be sued, and to
make, have and use a corporate seal with such device and
inscription as it shall deem proper, and it shall be author-
ised to make rules, bye-laws and ordinances, and to do
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everything needful for their good government and support
not repugnant to this act of incorporation or to the laws
of the land.

ArTmicLE SECOND.

The domicile of this corporation is fixed at the Sicily
Island, Parish of Catahoula, in this State.

ArticLe THIRD.

The object and purposes of this association shall be
the improvement of the moral and intellectual condition
of its members and their families, to promote their welfare
by united and harmonious action on their part, and to
afford mutual assistance to themselves. To found a colony
in the said Sicily Island, there to purchase lands, apportion
the same ; erect dwellings, farm houses, a school house
for the education of their children ; establish a library for
the common use of the colony; supply money, farming
utensils or other articles of husbandry, household furni-
ture and stock to its members, and generally do and
provide for their mutual support or for the furtherance
of their aims and purposes aforesaid whatever shall be
necessary.

ArricLE FourrH.

The corporate power of this association or colony
shall be vested in a Board of Governors, composed of
seven members.

(I) The election of said Board shall be by ballot.

(IT.) The following named parties are hereby consti-
tuted the Board of Governors of said association or colony,
viz.: Hermann Rosenthal, Jacob Borowick, Mordechai
Persachowitsch, Moses Wischnewsky, Aaron Dnorkin,
Joseph Lukawaky, and Bennen Grunberg.

(IIL.) They shall hold their offices till the third day of
December, 1882, or until their successors are elected and
qualified. The next Board of Governors shall be elected
by a majority vote on the first week in December, 1882,
and thus yearly. At this election no member of this

90



91

T JPT — PSP R TR 7200 [271

association or colony shall be entitled to a vote unless he
performs all the duties incumbent on him under this act.

(IV.) The Board of Governors shall elect one of their
members president of the association or colony, one vice-
president, another secretary, and another treasurer. Said
Governors shall conduct, manage, govern, administer, and
control the business, property, or effects of the associa-
tion or colony, they shall also adjust all difficulties and
controversies which may arise and grow among the mem-
bers of the association or colony, or their families and em-
ployees; represent the association or colony in all mat-
ters or things concerning the same ; grant, sign or execute
in its name all deeds, contracts, obligations, and powers of
attorney, and generally regulate, do, and manage any and
all affairs pertaining to the concerns of the colony.

(V.) The Board of Governors shall serve without com-
pensation ; they shall have power to fill vacancies in their
number caused by death, resignation, or otherwise ; they,
or the president, may call general or special meetings of
the association or colony whenever necessary—giving due
notice of the object of the ineeting; they shall keep
regular accounts of the aflairs of the association or colony,
and shall furnish at the general annual meeting of the
colony or association a correct and particular account of
the work performed, and of the condition of things gene-
rally ; which report, together with the books and vouchers,
shall be submitted to and examined by a committee of re-
vision, to be elected by the association or colony.

ArticLe Firrin.

All citations or other legal process shall be served
upon the president, or, in his default, on the vice-
president of the association or colony.

ARTICLE SIXTI.

No member of the colony or association shall have the
right directly or indirectly to sell, barter, manufacture,
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distil or concoct any spirituous or malt liquors within the
limits of the colony. Nor shall any member of this asso-
ciation or colony engage in any traffic or business of any
kind without the consent of two-thirds of the members of
the association or colony.

ARTICLE SEVENTII.

(L) Any and all disputes arising among the members
of the association or colony, their families or employees,
shall be submitted to and decided upon by the Board of
Governors.

(IL.) The party cast may, if he thinks himself aggrieved,
appeal to the Immigrants’ Aid Association of New
Orleans, as amicable compounders, whose decision shall
therefore be considered as final.

(IIL.) Any member who shall violate this article by
appealing to the Courts of Justice shall lose his rights as
a member of the association or colony, and his lands and
property shall be, at the discretion of the association or
colony, bought by said association or colony at the valua-
tion or price fixed by the Immigrants’ Aid Association of
New Orleans.

ArricLE Ereuori.

All money belonging to any individual member of this
association or colony which has been deposited with the
Immigrants’ Aid Association of New Orleans will remain
as a general fund for the benefit of this colony or associa-
tion ; but such member shall be entitled to a special credit
on the books of the association or colony for the amount
so deposited, less the costs incident to his voyage and
support.

ArricLe NINTII.

All supplies sent to the colony by the Immigrants’ Aid
Association of New Orleans shall be charged to this asso-
ciation or colony, whose Board of Governors shall distri-
bute the same. The members receiving the supplies shall
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be charged with the amount thereof in the books of the
secretary of the association or colony.

ArricLE TENTI.

Any member of the colony or association having to
his credit, in the books of the association or colony, a
larger amount than any of his associates, shall not, for
that reason, be entitled to draw more supplies than is
necessary for his needs, unless by special authority from
the Immigrants’ Aid Association of New Orleans.

ArricLE ELEVENTIL
All produce grown, raised, or gathered on the lands of
the association or colony (except such as may be needed
for the use or consumption of the members) shall be
shipped or consigned to the Immigrants’ Aid Association
of New Orleans, to be by them disposed of in the best
interest of the association or colony.

ARrTicLE TWELFTIL.

(I.) In the event of the death of a member, his family
(if consisting of a widow and minor children) shall be sup-
ported by the colony or association for the term of five
years, during which the members of the association or
colony shall be bound to cultivate the lands of said family.
This obligation shall cease, however, either upon the son
of the deceased (if any) attaining the age of twenty-one
years, or the widow entering into another marriage.

(IL.) In case of sickness of a member, his family shall
be supported by the association or colony until said mem-
ber’s recovery.

ArtioLE THIRTEENTH.

The lands of the association or colony shall be divided
into groups by the Board or Governors, who shall appor-
tion them into lots, to be drawn for by the members of
this association or colony. Any of the members shall
have the right to buy the land that has fallen to his share
as soon as he shall have the means to pay for the same.
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ARTICLE FPOURTEENTH.

All lands, farming utensils, implements, stock and furni-
ture shall remain the property of the association or colony.
No member thereof shall have the right to dispose of the
same until the debt of the association or colony to the
Immigrants’ Aid Association of New Orleans shall have
been discharged ; nor shall any member have the right of
selling, alienating or encumbering his land without the
consent of the Board of Governors.

But this article shall not be construed as aflecting the
movable objects purchased by any member of this asso-
ciation or colony with his own funds, which he possessed
prior to becoming a member thereof; on the contrary,
such objects shall remain his private property.

ArricLE FIFTEENTIIL

(I.) Should any member of the association or colony
be guilty of wanton laziness, or addicted to drinking, and
thus become unable to pay his debts or discharge his
duties, the colony or association shall assume those debts
and divide his lands among the rest of his associates.

(IL) And should the member by his general behaviour
become objectionable to his co-members, then the Board
of Governors, by a two-thirds vote of its members, may
recommend his expulsion from the association or colony to
the Immigrants* Aid Association of New Orleans, whose
action in the premises shall be final.

The expelled member will receive the value of his
land according to the estimation fixed by the Board of
Governors, after deduction of the amount he may owe to
the association or colony, or to the Immigrants’ Aid Asso-
ciation of New Orleans.

ARTICLE SIXTEENTH.

All proposed amendments to this Constitution must be
posted up for four weeks on the enirance to the school-
house of the association or colony, and shall be balloted
for at the ensuing general meeting. It can only be adopted
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by a two-thirds majority vote of the members present at
said meeting.
ARTICLE SEVENTEENTIL.

On the dissolution of this association or colony by limi-
tation, or sooner, by the will of four-fifths of its members,
its aflairs shall be liquidated and wound up by the Im-
migrants’ Aid Association of New Orleans (if still in
existence), else by three commissioners appointed by the
association or colony at a general mecting convened for
that purpose. Its assets, if any, remaining after payment
of all its debts, shall be divided among the members of the
association or colony, in the proportion of their respective
interests therein.

Thus done and passed in my office on the day, month
and year first above written, in two originals, one of which
remains in my said oflice for record, and the other is
delivered to the appearers, in the presence of Messrs. Abel
Dreyfous and Louis Lalaurie, competent witnesses, who
have signed with said appearers and me, the notary, after
reading the whole.

(Original Signed) HERMANN ROSENTHAL,

MARKUS PIESKIIOVITCH,
JACOB BOROWICK,
BENNEN GRUNBERG,

A. DrEYFOUS. EZEKIEL ARONSTAN,

Lours LALAURIE, and others.

FeLix J. DrEYFOUS,
Notary Public.

I do hereby certify the above and foregoing to be a true
and correct copy from the original act of incorporation of
“ The Tirst Agricultural Colony of Russian Israclites in
America,” on file and of record in my office.

In testimony whereof I have hereto set my hand
and aflixed the impress of my seal of office
SEALL. at New Orleans, this twentieth day of
December, Eighteen hundred and ecighty-
one.
(Signed) Fruix J. DrEvrous,
Notary Public.
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