
סיכומים באנגלית
Reviewed work(s):
Source: Zion / ציון, Vol. סו, חוברת ג (תשס״א), pp. XXI-XXIV
Published by: Historical Society of Israel/  
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/70040915 .
Accessed: 28/11/2011 07:55

Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at .
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of
content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms
of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

Historical Society of Israel/   is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and extend access to Zion / .

http://www.jstor.org

http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublisher?publisherCode=histsocisr
http://www.jstor.org/stable/70040915?origin=JSTOR-pdf
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


SUMMARIES 

THE BOOK OF JUBILEES IN HELLENISTIC CONTEXT 

by Cana Werman .(pp 275-296) 

A close examination of the Book of ,Jubilees written in the land of Israel during the 

Hellenistic ,period reveals the author׳s acquaintance with the Hellenistic .world The 

author׳s goal was to distance the Jewish world from Hellenistic culture using 

methodology he acquired from that .culture 

In describing the division of the world among the sons of ,Noah the author draws 

the then known and generally accepted map of the world - the Ionian .map A similar 

description of the world׳s ,division found in the Genesis Apocryphon scroll from ,Qumran 

lacks the geographical details known from Hellenistic ;science Jubilees׳ author inserted 

these Hellenistic scientific details while reworking (and translating into Hebrew) the 

.Apocryphon Use of the Ionian map is intended to enhance the Jewish people׳s position 

while denigrating the rest of the .world It allows the author of Jubilees to magnify the 

importance of Shem׳s name and role while discrediting the names and roles of Japheth 

and .Ham Shem receives the ideal continent and its most fertile region falls into the 

hands of ,Arpachshad an ancestor of .Abraham This region also includes the navel of 

the ,Earth Mount .Zion Ham and Japheth׳s portions have a climate that is either too 

hot or too .cold The map also allows Jubilees׳ author to ignore all the peoples mentioned 

in Genesis ,X and to censure Canaan for invading the land of .Israel 

The author of Jubilees was also familiar with Hellenistic-Jewish literature and was 

aware of its efforts to achieve a rapprochement between Judaism and .Hellenism He 

uses the same tools employed by the Hellenistic-Jewish historians for reconciliation - 

the identification of biblical heroes with Greek mythological figures and the concept of 

a culture .hero But his intention is to reject and negate acceptance of the foreign .culture 

The author identifies biblical Nimrod with ,Ninus the first king of the first empire in 

Greek ;historiography however this identification is not intended to equate the Bible 

with Greek ,history but rather to defame the rest of ,mankind their wars and .conquests 

Jubilees also rejected traditions accepted in Jewish Hellenism that identified Abraham 
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as the father of astrology and Noah as the founder of herbal ,medicine in order to forbid 

astrology and herbal medicine for his .readers 

,Furthermore the presentation of Jubilees as Torah and Teudah constitutes a reply to 

a thesis found among the Hellenistic-Jewish .philosophers Torah and Teudah - 

predestined history and the halakhic laws that shaped that history - is the antithesis to 

the Jewish philosophers׳ pre-creation logos wherein only moral laws shape .nature 

BETWEEN HISTORY AND A ׳USEFUL IMAGE OF THE :PAST׳ 

REPRESENTATIONS OF THE JEWISH AND THE GERMAN PAST IN THE 

LIBERAL-JEWISH HISTORICAL DISCOURSE IN WEIMAR GERMANY 

by Guy Miron .(pp 297-330) 

The article examines the historical discourse of the central element in German Jewry 

during the Weimar .republic It inquires into the ways Jewish historians and publicists 

of the liberal orientation dealt with problems of German and Jewish history and how 

they shaped the images of the past in a time of growing crisis for German .Jewry These 

topics are examined in a comparative manner with extensive reference to scholarship 

that has studied Weimar German representations of the German .past Scholarship has 

shown that most of the German historians during the Weimar ,republic especially in its 

later ,years tended to maintain pessimistic representations of the German .past These 

historians rejected the rational concept of progress in favour of what has been considered 

in the literature as 4an archaic mythic .approach׳ Being mostly hostile to the republic 

or at least alienated by ,it they represented the course of German history in a conservative 

or romantic way and set up a contradiction between Germany and the values of .1789 

Liberal German Jews were aware of the characteristics of the German historical 

discourse and reacted to .it In fact they wanted to take part in that discourse and thus 

tried to bridge the gap between the scientific character of their historical approach and 

what they construed as the contemporary political and ׳useful׳ implications of the 

presentation of their historical views in the .public 

One of the peaks of this intensive discourse took place in ,1929 the year that marked 

the two hundredth anniversary of the birth of both Moses Mendelssohn and Gotthold 

Ephraim Lessing - the pair that symbolized for German Jews the values of enlightenment 

and emancipation more than anybody .else Old and well-known myths from previous 

periods were again raised in a series of articles and ,celebrations but in addition some 
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more critical and fresh interpretations .appeared These discussions exposed and elaborated 

current Jewish liberal concepts on the essence of Jewish emancipation and the nature 

of Jewish integration in .Germany 

Another central topic discussed by Jewish writers of the time related to the character 

and essence of German .nationalism They tried to take part in the shaping and presentation 

of an alternative to the conservative and romantic images of Deutschtum by presenting 

it as a modern collective based on liberal .values They claimed that the German nation 

was not based in the past on primordial ,origin but rather on a voluntary decision by 

individuals and groups to take part in German culture and .fate The 1848 ,revolution 

described by mainstream German historians of the Weimar republic as a failure and 

sometimes even as a foreign attempt to enforce western revolutionary tradition on 

,Germany was presented by the liberal Jews as a major event in the shaping of the 

German liberal .heritage 

The article also deals with the way various historical figures were represented during 

the Weimar .republic For ,example the image and character of Joseph Oppenheimer (Jud 

,Siiss) the eighteenth-century Court .Jew Oppenheimer was presented as an unsuccessful 

forerunner of ,emancipation invoking a public discourse which brought the political fears 

of the early 1930s to the .forefront Jewish historians and publicists also gave a particular 

slant on the German personalities they .discussed Goethe and Von Stein were connected 

in such interpretations to ,liberal pluralistic and sometimes even democratic values in 

clear contradiction to their ,current dominant representations in Germany as the protectors 

of ׳real Germany5 against western influences and the values of .1789 

ESSAYS IN HISTORY 

ANTISEMITISM IN THE HISTORICAL WRITING OF JACOB KATZ 

by Richard .I Cohen .(pp 331-344) 

Jacob Katz?s historiography engaged many aspects of Jewish life from antiquity to 

modern .times A major aspect of his historical writing dealt with the intricate relations 

between Jews and ,Christians the failure of Jewish integration into German ,society and 

the recurrent appearance of anti-Jewish .attitudes These issues appear already in his 

dissertation in 1934 and reverberate in many later .works Katz was especially drawn to 
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German-Jewish ,history both in medieval and modern ,times in no small measure due 

to the events of World War ,II a subject he never researched .directly ,Yet so this article 

,argues Katz was forever grappling with the implications and meaning of the Holocaust 

and the enduring generations of .antisemitism 

The article traces some of the underlying considerations of Katz׳s ,historiography 

their methodological ,underpinnings and his persistent concern and engagement with 

Jewish-Christian .relations The author claims that Katz saw religion as both a cohesive 

and divisive force in ,society even in modern secular .society ,Moreover that Katz sensed 

the continued impact of Christian tradition on European society and its significant 

contribution to the failure of Jewish .integration The article is also concerned with the 

ways in which Katz depicted the resilience of Jewish society ׳in the shadow of 

Christianity5 and how this impacted on Jewish-Christian .relations 
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