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Aside from the mitzvah of performing Tevilas Keilim, there is a prohibition to use metal and glass dishes and utensils
prior to their immersion in a Mikvah. In these days where the Coronavirus has closed many mikvaos and it is not
possible to use the regular community keilim mikvah, a reasonable effort should be made to find a natural body of
water (ocean, pond, river etc) where utensils can be immersed. Please note that when using a natural body of water,
care must be taken to immerse the item in its entirety below the water.

If it would be overly strenuous to travel and immerse the utensils in such a body of water, one should try and use
disposable utensils whenever possible relying on the opinion of Rav Moshe Feinstein that disposable aluminum
utensils do not require tevilas keilim.

If these options are not available, the Shulchan Aruch Y.D. 120:16 permits one to transfer ownership of the vessels to a
non-Jew in order to relieve the obligation of tevilas keilim and the prohibition of using the utensils prior to immersion.
However, this is not necessarily a reasonable option at this time when people are committed to maintaining standards
of social distancing.

Therefore, since we are facing a unique situation of great need and limited options, it is permitted to use utensils that
have not been immersed after renouncing ownership of the utensils.

When declaring the utensils as ownerless one must:

« Have full intent that they are truly declaring the items as truly ownerless and that if someone were to take the
item before the original owner were to reclaim them they would be willing to let the item go.

o The declaration must be to 3 people who live in your neighborhood, so that one of them has the ability to
potentially acquire the item and two people could be witnesses to say that the other person did not steal the
item. 2 of the people should be valid Halachic witnesses.

 This doesn’t have to be done in front of 3 people. It can be declared over email or social media to 3 people.

After declaring that the items are ownerless you should move the items out of your physical house or apartment and
let them remain outside for a few minutes where someone could potentially come and take them.

Because the above approach is due to the difficult and pressing circumstances that we are currently facing, once a
Mivkah, or an opportunity for immersing the utensils, becomes available the individual must take the items to be
immersed without a blessing before using them again.
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Regarding the Fast of the Firstborn, Rabbi Yosef Eliyahu Henkin wrote that in our time the custom of first-
born sons fasting no longer exists because everyone participates in a siyum. There is clearly no mandate to
fast since we find people don’t participate in an actual Seudas Mitzvah and instead, following the siyum, they
simply partake of some juice and cookies. Therefore, Rabbi Henkin felt it was proper to give tzedakah to take
the place of the custom of fasting. In past years those people who are traveling on Erev Pesach have partici-
pated in a siyum over the phone or internet. The same practice can be relied upon this year when we are not
gathering together because of the Coronavirus.
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For further halachic inquiries please email ravschachter@gmail.com



