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Due to a potential surge in monetary issues relating to COVID-19, we are working on compiling a set of halachic guidelines, in cooperation with Dayanim
in America and Eretz Yisroel, to assist those seeking guidance on these matters. Due to the complexity of the matters at hand, this work will not be com-
pleted before Pesach.

In the interim, there are imminent issues which must be addressed, specifically with regard to playgroup tuition payments. We are therefore presenting
the following limited guidelines, which will hopefully assist morahs and parents in how to proceed.

This document should not be considered a ruling for any party. As in all areas of monetary disputes, a ruling can only be obtained after a mutually agreed
upon halachic authority hears the specific relevant details directly from both parties. Rather, this serves as general guidance which the parties are recom-
mended to follow if they would like to settle the issue without having their case adjudicated in a formal din torah.

Lastly, while the guidelines below represent the halachic rights and obligations of the parties, we must be sensitive to the exceptional stresses that many
people are experiencing. Klal Yisroel has always leaned upon their trait of rachmonus and gemilus chessed to carry us through our darkest moments, and

one is encouraged to see if they have the place in their hearts to go above the letter of the law even when not strictly required to.

GUIDELINES

These guidelines are for playgroups that were forced to close down
due to the outbreak of COVID-19. They do not necessarily apply to
daycare centers and certainly not to schools.

The parent’s obligation to pay the tuition payments for the days that
the playgroup is closed due to such nationwide circumstances, is
subject to a great debate among the earlier poskim. Some Poskim
require the parents to pay the full tuition for the time the playgroups
are closed, while others completely exempt the parents from the
tuition payments for this time. Other Poskim require the parents to
pay half of the tuition.!

Being that there is no clear halachic consensus, the parents cannot
be forced to make further payments. Accordingly, morahs should
not cash any head checks they may have, as the parents have the
halachic right to cancel the check. To avoid such an unnecessary
expense, we recommend all head checks be returned, unless the
morah receives specific permission from the parents to cash the
head check.

Although strict halacha generally dictates that a party cannot
be required to pay out of pocket in a matter of doubt such as this
one, nevertheless, a p'shara—compromise—is recommended. The
Chasam Sofer writes that when such a question came before him
(regarding melamdim who were not able to learn with their talmi-
dim - for approximately a month and a half - during Napoleon’s war
with Austria in 1809), that due to the complexity of the shailah in-
volved it's difficult to give a definitive ruling and suggested the par-
ents should pay half as a p'shara. He adds that he personally paid his
melamdim their full wages during the closure.?

In our situation, this p'shara must be reduced to reflect the ease of
work that the Morah has from the playgroup closure.?

Of course, the actual p'shara amount can be adjusted based on
other relevant factors such as the parents’ and the morah’s relative
financial situation and the morah's ability to receive unemployment
benefits or other such assistance.

ACCORDINGLY, WE PRESENT THE BELOW
AS A GENERAL RECOMMENDATION:

«  Withregardto March's tuition payment, the morah should keep
the full payment.

+  With regard to the payments going forward, beginning from
April's payment, the parents should pay between 1/4 and 1/3
of the regular monthly tuition payment.# This amount incorpo-
rates a discount for March's tuition as well.5

+  When it becomes known exactly how many days of the current
school year, the playgroups were closed for, we will ly”h recal-
culate these recommended payments (using the same param-
eters). This will be based on the percentage of working days of
the school year that the playgroups were closed (to account for
the fact that there may be a disproportionate number of vaca-
tion days during the closure period).

. For a babysitter that charges by the day, (where the parents
would have otherwise been bound to this arrangement until
the end of the school year) the parents should pay 1/3 of the
daily payment, from the day the group closed.

. As mentioned, if a parent has the financial ability to continue
paying the full tuition, or any amount more than the above rec-
ommendation, this would be highly commendable (assuming
the morah is relying on these funds for their daily expendi-
tures), especially for the month April which contains the Yom
tov of Pesach. If a parent does pay more than this amount,
and the morah is in need of these funds, the parents may use
their ma‘aser funds for the payments above the recommended
amount. Regarding using ma‘aser funds for the actual amount
recommended above, one should consult with their Rové.

- This p'shara is intended to be mutual. Meaning, the parent’s
payment is predicated on the fact that the morah is waiving
her right to any further payment for this period (subject to the
recalculation mentioned above).
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