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Dear Rabbi
We were delighted to hear from the Prime Minister, that we can meet with first-degree family
members allowing Israelis to visit grandparents for the first time in six weeks. This is wonderful news
and gives us an opportunity to thank G-d with a special Beracha for this occasion when we first meet

after this time: Birchas Shehechiyanu!

This is in accordance with "The Laws Concerning The Blessing Shechecheyanu" found in Shulchan
Aruch Orach Chaim 225 -1(('X P70 270 X Py 197 y2°0 0»N NNIX Y1 ) Accordingly when  first-
degree family members meet after a period (of 30 days and more) during which such meetings were
forbidden in order not to endanger a party at risk-such a meeting after the time lapse ,between
grandparents and grandchildren when a grandchild meets his grandparent the grandchild should
say the Beracha : Birchas Shehechiyanu and the grandparent will answer Omein and then the
grandparent will say the Beracha after which the Grandchild will say Omein. Although visits have
now been allowed, it is not a free-for-all and the requirement of social distance and careful hygiene

still stands otherwise it is forbidden to say a Beracha when you are creating a health risk!
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