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Abstract

This study examines the relationship between the "philosophical scholarship
(‘'Lamdanut’)" of Rabbi Yosef Rozin (RYR) and the discourses of Rabbi Menachem
Mendel Schneerson (RMM), the Lubavitcher Rebbe.

In the introduction, we explore the notion of "philosophical scholarship™; a central
concept in this study. We use the term "philosophical scholarship™ to refer to the
analysis of a Talmudic or Halakhic text using philosophical concepts. RYR is a
preeminent exponent of this method, which, as this study will demonstrate, is also
inherent in RMM's discourses.

The first chapter serves as an introduction to the philosophic scholarship of RYR, by
reviewing and analyzing the rabbinic and academic research on the subject. First, we
discuss how various concepts of the Moreh Nevuchim (Guide for the Perplexed) found
their way into the halakhic discussions of RYR, as explained by Rabbi Menachem
Mendel Kasher. RYR pioneered an original and innovative method, and we attempt to
trace the causes and motives for the formation of this new method. From our analysis
it emerges that RYR was compelled to create a new language that includes
philosophical concepts in order to conceptualize new ideas, and in order to articulate
complicated ideas in succinct language and concise definitions — a consequence of his
terse writing style.

We then discuss the question of the influence of the philosophical method of RYR on
his halakhic rulings. Rabbi Yitzhak Ginsburg and Dr. Isaac Brand prove that the
philosophical conceptualizations of RYR did indeed influence his rulings. According
to R. Hillel Zeitlin and R. Pinchas Taitz, RYR even viewed the Moreh Nevuchim as a
halakhic work. From the position of some thinkers it appears that the synthesis created
by RYR between Mishneh Torah and the Moreh Nevuchim was driven by the overt
admiration of Maimonides by RYR. According to others, this synthesis is related to
the unity and confluence of different genres of the Torah in the teachings of RYR —
among them the Kabbalah. Indeed, R. M.M Kasher writes of the effects of certain
Kabbalistic influences on the method of RYR, and Rabbi Yehoshua Mondschein
notes abundant influences of the teachings of Chabad on RYR’s philosophical
scholarship. Perhaps RYR's connection to Chabad is also responsible for his

appreciation of the Moreh Nevuchim.



The second chapter discusses RMM's relationship with RYR and his general attitude
and remarks concerning RYR’s teachings. We show that the personal relationship that
existed between the two, as well as the fact that both belonged to Chabad, are
important components of RMM’s references to RYR. It is clear that RMM regarded
RYR with great respect and admiration, but it seems that his great veneration of RYR
stemmed precisely from the unique teachings of RYR, to the extent of seeing his
teachings as one of the signs of the redemption. The central point that RMM mentions
regarding the teachings of RYR is its focus on a unifying principle and underlying
idea that unites disparate issues thereby resulting in the collapsing of boundaries
between various Torah genres and harmonizing them as ‘One Torah'. Within this unity
RMM emphasizes repeatedly the elimination of any division between the ‘Revealed
Torah’ (Torat Haniglah) and the ‘Hidden Torah’ (Torat Hanistar). When
corresponding with those engaged in the teachings of RYR, RMM underscored the
importance of the Kabbalistic sources found in RYR’s works. Despite the paucity of
explicit Kabbalistic references in RYR’s writings, it seems that RMM believed that
between the lines one can discern additional Kabbalistic concepts. As RMM himself
attests, key aspects of RYR’s methodology are present in his approach as well.

In the following chapters we present the philosophical scholarship of RYR as it
appears in the discourses of RMM. This study explores the variety of contexts and
ways in which RMM employs the conceptual framework of RYR.

In the third chapter we deal with the Aristotelian terms ‘matter’ and ‘form’, as well as
related concepts, such as ‘substance’ and ‘attribute’, and ‘quantity’ and ‘quality’.
Maimonides discusses two definitions of the concept of ‘form’, and it seems that RYR
(followed by RMM) uses both meanings of the term in an overlapping manner
without making a clear distinction between the two. It is possible that there are
influences from later Jewish philosophical works, and among them Hasidic and
Kabbalistic influences, for RYR’s use of this idea.

We then discuss the relationship between use of the term ‘potential’ by RMM, and
use of the term ‘form’ by RYR. After RMM quotes RYR regarding ‘form’, RMM
adds an explanation to the words of RYR by using the term ‘potential’. We then
discuss a different discourse by RMM, where a Hasidic question is brought up, in
which his answer employs a Chakira (Analytical Inquiry) of the philosophical

scholarship of RYR, and then develops the innovative idea of RYR.



It appears that the method of RYR, which is characterized by abstract philosophical
conceptions, allows RMM to unite Halakha and Aggadah and various other genres of
Torah. In another place we see that when RMM uses the terminology of RYR and his
methods, he does not always develop and continue the innovations of RYR, but rather
incorporates his terminology seamlessly within his own discourse while citing RYR
as the source of these definitions. In addition to all this, we also find possible
influences of RYR in the words of RMM without citing an explicit reference to them.
The fourth chapter deals with RYR’s Chakira of ‘halakhic time’, and the use of this
Chakira by RMM. It seems that RYR’s treatment of the philosophical question of
time, i.e., the inquiry whether time is divided into atoms in halakha, is in his opinion a
metaphysical question, and should not be seen solely as an analytical tool. At the
same time, the discussion is often not about the nature of physical time, but spiritual-
religious time. Our analysis reveals that RYR explains the method of the Chakira
about the division of time in a Kabbalistic-Hasidic way; this seems to indicate a
Kabbalistic-Hasidic influence on the very formulation of RYR’s analytical Chakira.
Most of the discourses of RMM which deal with the question of time by applying the
method of RYR are related to the time of the Sabbath. RMM extends the ideas of
RYR about the time of the Sabbath by adding greater complexity and significant
elucidations to the analytic explanations of RYR. Here too, one can see how the
Chakirot of RYR are cited in the discourses of RMM accompanied by aggadic and
Hasidic sources, and how RMM answers a ‘spiritual’ question, using the ‘Lamdanut
language’ stemming from the method of RYR. In a number of places it is clear how
the method of RYR was assimilated into the scholarly paradigm of RMM, so that is
not always accurate to understand the words of RMM as an interpretation of what
RYR said, but rather as a usage of the method that RYR created that has become part
of the methodological system of RMM. In light of the texts we see that the halakhic
abstraction of RYR achieved by the use of a philosophical paradigm serves as a
bridge between the world of halakha and the world of Hassidic thought. In addition, in
the text of one of his talks, RMM’s entire discussion only uses sources from the
‘revealed Torah’ (Torat Haniglah), thanks to the language of RYR with which RMM
can maintain the discussion through this genre even when dealing with a spiritual
subject such as time in relation to God. Regarding to the question of time after death,
we realize that it is impossible to create a classification of various types of time (in

contrast to the question of the division of physical time on the one hand and halakhic-



spiritual time on the other). In this issue, RMM confronts the words of RYR with a
conclusion obtained from mystical revelation, for in the opinion of RMM, mystical
revelation and the Lamdanut of RYR refer to one truth; therefore RMM interprets the
words of RYR according to the mystical revelation in question.

The fifth chapter deals with the concept of “continuous action™ (Peula Nimshechet).
This idea was apparently developed by RYR as a result of, or was at least inspired by,
the idea of Maimonides in his Moreh Nevuchim of the perpetual divine flow, ever
enlivening and sustaining the world (shefa eloki), as evidenced by the fact that RYR
ties the two ideas together explicitly. This philosophical-theological idea of the
continual abundance from God was later greatly developed in Hassidic teachings, and
therefore in Chabad the idea of RYR regarding the ‘continuous action’ is explained in
a Hasidic way. Indeed, it appears possible that RYR in developing this concept was
influenced by the teachings of Hasidism. On the one hand we emphasize that the
concept of 'continuous action' is not the same as the idea of ‘continuous mitzva’, and
on the other hand we recognize that the difference between them is blurred, especially
in the discourses of RMM.

The concept of ‘Peula Nimshechet’ is incorporated into the teachings of RMM in
diverse contexts, and appears many times in the talks of RMM even when RYR is not
mentioned. RMM creates different types of divisions of ‘continuous mitzvot’; most of
them couched in the Lamdanut language which is influenced by the Lamdanut
paradigm of RYR, and with them another type which is influenced by the Hasidic
paradigm. When discussing the topic of theft as a ‘continuous action’, RMM creates
different types of ‘continuousness’, and the concept is extended to other places, such
as continuous positive actions and continuousness in space. Another idea of RYR on
continuous action is employed by RMM for Hasidic thought, complemented by a
Kabbalistic-Hasidic idea, and used to clarify the day of 19 Kislev which is marked as
the ‘New Year of Hassidism.’

Elsewhere, RYR's idea about the placing of the tefillin of the head as a continuous
action is explained using a classic Hasidic-Chabad idea. It can be seen how RMM
explains this concept through the Aggadah, how he brings the ideas of RYR about this
concept to resolve difficulties in the Talmud and the Medieval Jewish literature, and
how he interprets the Bible in this way. In relation to the idea of ‘continuous action’,
RMM also discussed the 'Three Dinim' (three aspects of one law) from the school of

RYR. RMM often uses the idea of a ‘continuous action’ or a ‘continuous mitzva’,
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until it becomes an underlying thought construct in the particular discourse. Thus
explicit reference to the concept disappears, but the idea remains. RMM explains
historical situations through this concept, similar to RYR who also interprets
historical events along these lines. Regarding the issue of marriage as a continuous
action, RYR explains the ‘what' (that marriage is an ongoing activity), while RMM
answers the question of ‘why' (because there's a union between opposites, and a union
between opposites requires continual action). Rabbi Yitzhak Ginsburg, a Hassid of
RMM, completes the picture by adding the spiritual and existential implications of
this idea. These are compared to the reaction of Rabbi Chaim of Brisk to the words of
RYR, and it can be concluded, that where R. Chaim saw a superfluous Chakirah,
Hasidism found spiritual meaning.

This chapter also shows that the halakhic-scholarly method of RYR is the best suited
to create the combination of the philosophy of halacha and Hasidic thought, as RMM
does. Regarding the issue of 'Hekdesh' as a ‘continuous action’, we emphasize the
difference between R. Menachem Mendel Kasher, who approaches the subject as a
commentator and scholar, and RMM, who approaches it as a commentator and
homiletical exponent who offers novel insights.

At the conclusion of the study, the relationship of the philosophical scholarship of
RYR and the discourses of RMM is clearly elucidated: Namely, that it is sometimes
appropriate to describe the words of RMM as an interpretation of what RYR said,
sometimes as their extensions, and sometimes as a homiletical understanding of them.
The study shows that at the interface between the words of RMM and the words of
RYR, an interesting and original synthesis of languages is created, mainly due to the
RYR's abstract language. In fact, this synthesis of languages is already discernible in
the teachings of RYR. Lastly, we mention the assimilation of the method of RYR into
the teachings of RMM, highlighting the fact that RMM employs the method of RYR
even where he does not quote him directly.
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