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PART
I
INTRODUGTION



The Method

The maln-part and purpose of this thesis is to present

a new and critical text of the Sefer ha-=Mishkal of Moses

de Leon. The Basel edition of 1608 1is oﬁtdated. ‘Thé text
is full of mistakes; printing errors, and copies of the
book are very rare. The manuscriptAthat served as a basis
forlthe.Basél text’?resented the editor with many diffi-
culties as wlll be explained in the following secfion of
this introduction. | |

| As a basis for the new and criticsl text of the Sefer

- ha-Mishkal, here presented, a collection of eleven manu- .

scrlipts have been used and compéred with the Basel editlon.
The manuscript of the Ambrosian llbrary iﬁ Milan, found

. 1h codex 59.60,was chosen as a basis; After a compariéon
of the ﬁanuscripts that were available to me; this text
proved to be the most reliable and to provide‘the best

reading for a critical edltion. The text of the Sefer

ha-Mishkal, presented 1n this thesis, is therefore the
Milah version, corrected and annotated according to the

various readings of other manuscripts.

The text of the Sefer.ha-Miggkal of the Milan codex
'59.60 is not found continuous in the same codex, but‘in_
two separated parts. The'second part starts with a new
- pagination. .The pagination of the codex, as well as the
division according to "the number of lines in the text has

been preserved in this critical edition with the exception_
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that the pagination here 1s continuous. .In 6rder to avoid
duplication of numbering f.lr of the second portion is |
changed into f.49r to provide unity in péglnétion through=
out thé text. |

When a.majority of manuscripts showed a different and
better reéding than the Milan‘versidn, the variant was
introduéed:into.the text in square brackets'énd.the'Milanu
reading is.found in the footnotes. Erequenﬁly thé'dmissions
in the Milan vérsiqn have beénvsupplemented also from other.
manuscripts and are provided in squafe brackets. The .
variants from the Milan version can be found in the foot-
notes at the bottom of every page. A 1list of sigla,
:eﬁreééntihg the various mss,‘thaf have been used, précedes
the text. |

. Differences in abbreviations of words, in intro-

ductory formula, in formula fér‘the DivinejName, or meré
variants in g;ggg or‘defective;écript, have 10t been
collected as variants. No attempt hés been made to:
correc£ grammatical errors, or to bring consistency into.
the use of plene dr defective writing throughout the text.
I have tried to répresent the original reéding‘in‘the'Milan.
codéx as faithful és poésible, as correction of grammar
or method of writing would be merely subjective.

A second serlies of annotations at the bottom of every'
page indicates the quotations from Scripture in the ‘text,
or‘are'feferences'to sources: Talmud, Midrashim or

kabbalistic literature. ‘These éourcé annotations could be



expanded much further. The references to the sources have
no pretension.to be exhaustive. |

The thesls consists of three parts. The second part
Which'preSents the critical text of the Sefer ha-Mishkal,
is the main-body of the thesis. In this introductory
‘ part a section is devoted to a survey of all the different
version of the Sefer ha-Mishkal that - ‘I was able to trace.
' Those manuscripts that have been_used for this text are
discussedlasAtobtheir respective vaiue. A special;para-
graph is devOted to the problem of authorship, in.particuiar
to the problems connected with the appendix, the so called
part of the Sodoth. Finally, a short.section describes

content and purpose of the Sefer ha-Mishkal and 1ts

relation to other Writings of Moses de Leon.
The third part of this thesis gives an abbreviated

content in English of the Sefer ha-Mishkal. Those who

 want to consult the content-of the book in English Will .
find the basical ideas of the Sefer ha-Mishkal, rendered
in the English version of the "Book of the Balance"

The scriptural quotabions in the Book of the Balance
follow the numbering of'chapter and versions of the
English translation of the Jewish Publication Soclety.
Though the King James version was often preferred‘as
‘reading above the JPS version, the discrepancies in:the
'Anumbering of verses between the King James version and “the
Hebrew could only’be avoided by using ‘the numbering

according to the JPS version. Sometimes the scriptural



qubtes in English represent neither the reading in the
King James version northe JPS but I had to use a new
wording in English in order to bring out “the verbal connec- |
tion between 50 many kabbalistic ideas and the text of the
- Bible. The Enélish abbreviated text of the.Book of the
Balance presented numerous difficulties. Frequently there.
was no other option than td betray'thg wealth énd richness
in symboliSm of the Hebrew original through the poverty of
the translation. ' “

Notes rélating to the'intfoduétory part and to part
three of this thesls are found as the end. The& are
followed by a bibliograéhy of the books that have been.

utilized for this thesls.
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The Material

The'manuscripts of Milan.

‘The renowned Bibliotheca Ambrosiana, erected in 1603~
09 by Fablo Manzone, is a libfery famous for its manu- |
scripts. A catalogue of the Hebrew codices in this library
appeared in 1933 from the hand of c. Bernheimer.j) The
catalogue lists two manuecripts‘of the Sefer ha—Mishkel;
Codex 59.60 (C 15 inf. N. 157 sup.) conteins as its first
item: )zbnn %90 ,'Liber trutinae, by R. Moses ben Shemtob
de Lebn.2) Berﬁheimer indicates shortly the content of the
book which consists of five parts (f.2v - f£.34r). The
seme f.34r continues with a collrctlon of Sodoth mysteries,
wnich are presented here as an integral part of the Sefer

ha-Mishxal. A note by the coplst indicGtes that one page

- of the text is missing (f.40v) but the hiatus has been
supplied by a later hand on f. 43r.‘ Tﬁe text runs till
£.48v and continues in cod. N. 157 sup. f.lv. The pert
of the Sodoth endé on £.16v and a note of the copist‘on
‘on f.17r reads: Here ends the Book of the Balance.

"Praise to Him‘whd rideth upon 2 swift cloud." Ih this

menuseript the text of the Sefer'ha-Mishkal hes 65 folios,
or 130 pageé; Bach pege has a rule 25 lines of text.
Only on certain pages this number exceeds orlless than 25.
The book 1is Written in Spanish rabbinical script. Bern-
heimer remar&s that the text glves frequently a various

readlng from the codex Lugdunensls of Scallger (vide infra).
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The text of this manuscript has been used as the basis for

the new edition of the Séfer hé-Mishkal and is henceforth

indicated by the siglum ( X). The library of the Brandels
University in Waltham'possesses‘a microfilm of this manu-

script.

A second manuscrip; Ef'the Sefer ha-Mishkal in the
Bibliotheca Aﬁbrosiana is described by Bernheimef uﬁder
Miscellanea 110 (cod. Y 41 sup. part III, second item).j)
This codex has alsb the five parts (f.10v - £.23v) and
the appendix of the Sodoth (f.23v - f.38v).which appear
in the title of the Sodotn with the neme Gikatilla.
Bernhelmer follows thé opinion of Steinschneidzr who
supposes that the Sodoth are from Moées de Leon and not

4)

from Cikatille. This manusecript differs frequently
from (X ) as Bernheimér notes. A microfilm of ﬁhe manu -
script was not available at the library of Braﬁdeis
University at ‘the timenbf composition of this thesis
~and has fherefore not been‘consﬁlted. - The ﬁajor part of

this manuscript is not readable on account of water damage..

The manuscript is referred to under the symbol ( x>y . .

The manuscripts of the Vatilcan

‘Both the Hebrew manuscripts of”the Sefer ha-Mighkal
in the Vatican library are lncomplete. Codex.528‘confaihs
a large part of the book on follos 133r - 155v. - The title
of}the book 1acks. Of the five tradifional parts of the

book this manuscript has only part one, two and five. The

~



aﬁpendix of the So&oth is in this manuscript curiously
‘called pait six, though the author statés clearly in the
beginning'that_he is QOing to divide the book in five
pérts. The appendix, or part six, is incomplete. It deals
only with the mystery of the Fringeé ahd Phylééteries, and
ends abruptlj; The script is Spanish rabbinical semi-
curéive. The text is partly damaged by humidity. The
catalogue of the orlental manuscripts in the Vatican by
Assemanus does not describe this codex.i) A photocopy

was obtained from thé Vatican library and used in the

preparation of the new edition of the Sefer ha-Mishkal.

The library-at RBrandels University possesses a microfilm
of this manuscript. Quoﬁedvas ( xﬁ.) . |
The second fragment of the Sefer ha-Mighkal, also
used in preparation of the final text, 1s contéined in
codex 283.6) This fragment contains only the appendix
of the Soddfh, which appears in this manuscript under the
name of Gikatilla. The mystery of the verse of I Chron;.
4, 22, which appears in fhe ofher manuscript as thé con-
clusion of the appendix, is trested in codex 283 as the
first (f.40r). The-last mystery in the traditional

series of Sodoth in the Sefer ha-Mishkal is found on

f.54r. The text then geces on with mysteries under
authorship of Joseph'Gikatilla which do appear in dfhef‘
manuscripis. About the confusion of authorship of the
Sodoth vide infra. The text 1s written in beautiful,

clear Spenish rabbinical séript. A photocopy, obtained



from the Vatican library, was used in preparing the

critical texzt of the Sefer he-Mishkal. Brandeis library

possesséé e microfilm of codex 283. The siglum for this

manuseript is ( 37 ).

The Parma manuscripts

The library of Parma has two manuscripts of the

Sefer ha-Mishkal, described in the catalogue of the

library by'Giovanni Bernardo de Rossli, after whom the

7)

library was called. The first manuscript 1s a compendium

of the Sefer ha-Mishkal, of an anonymous author, which 1s
~contéined.in codex 402,mentioﬁed briefly in the catalogue,
wl, p;26.as item nd. 18 of:forementiohed codex. A micro-
film at Brandeis-University was consulted but proved of
iittlé value for esteblishing = new text.

The second manuscript, likewiée available in micro-
film ét Brandeis has been described by de Rossis) as ltem
two of codex 1230. The text is complete, including the
Sodoth, which de_Rossi considers an addition by an anony- -
mous author. The manuscript i1s in very clear and beautlful
TItalisn rabbinical writing. The text has many ommisionsh
which have been supplied by a latér hand in Germen
rabbinical cursive script. The manuscript 1s henceforth

quoted as (1). Follos are not numbered.

‘The manuscript of Florence
The Bibliotheca Laurentiana in Florence has among

its many manuscripts one copy of the Sefer ha-Mishkal.
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The codex Plut.‘88.42 contains the complete text of the
book, including the Sodoth. The folios are not numbered,

but the Sefer na-Mishksl counts 135 pages. THe-writing

is in Italian rebbinical c@a;actersw The @hotocopy of the
menuscript proved to be very valuable for establishing
the text. A microfilm of the codex is at the Brandeis

1ibrary. The manuscript is quotédvas (v).

The menuscripts of Munliéh

" The Wational and Royai Library of Munich is par-
ticularly rich in copies of the Sefer ha-Mighkal. All the

munuscrlpus hdve been described by Moritz Stelnschnelder

in his ceualozue of Hebrew manuscripts from the Natlonzal

and Royal Library of Munich.g) They are the following:

codex 22, containing the Sefer ha-Mighkal as item three
in‘thevcodex, aﬁd tﬁe Sodcth as item four. Together they‘
occupy the folios 104r - 148v, i.e. 29 pages of text. The
Sodoth are ascribed to Joseph Gikatilla in the title.1Q)
Thé manuscript is written ca 1550, 1iIn German rabbinlcal
'seript. A photocopy of the manuscript was consulted only

~ for dubious places. The manuscript is referred to as

(A2), . The menuscript of the Sefer ha-Mishkal in codex

56 is described by Steinschneider as a faulty copy of

- codex-341 (vide infra). The manuscript is written in

German rabbinical script and from the second half of the
sixteenth century.11) The title is given as Nefesh ha-

Hakhaman and contains the Sodoth; follios 157v - 202r.
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The copy has not been consulted for this thesis. Codex
%9 contalns s fragmnent of the Sefer ha-Mishkal, folios
_gpr - 260v, in German rebbinical cursive script.?z) Not

consulted. Codex 129 bears the Latin title: Liber Miscal

- popderis. The codex contains only the Sefer ha-Mishkel,
including the part of the Sodoth, altogether 32 folios.‘
The manuscript is written;in Spanish (pérhaps North=-
African) fabbinical script and dated by Steinschneider13)
as being from the fiftsenth centﬁry. The manuscript.has

been consulted for this thesis and is cited as (an) .

Codex 341 has a fragment of 4 pages of the Sefer ha-Mishkal

(Ltem 16, follos 186v - 183v). Items 19-20 of the same

codex are the Sefer ha-liighkal and the Sodoth. In the

title of the appendix appears again the name Gikatilla.14)

Togetherlwith the Sodoth the manuscript counts 72 pages
(folios 200v - 236v) and 1s written in semi-cursive
Spanish rabbinical script. This*manuscript is-quoted'
henceforth as (RD) and prqved to be of . great value for
this thesis. 0f the four complete coples and two frag-

ments of the Sefer ha-Mishkal from Munich, the coples

(KD),V(JD) and (3D) are now in microfilms in the 1ibrary

of Brandeis University.

The maauscripts of Paris

The Bibliotheque Nationale of Parls has two complete

copies of the Sefer ha-Mishkal and three,fragments. The

fragments are: codex 334;14,,comprisingw30 pages of text

!
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from the fifth part of the Sefer ha-Nishkal dealing with

the resurrection, codex 837.8, a fragment of 18 pages, and
codex SOO, a fragment of 26 pages of very'unclear, hardly
readable script. | | | ,

- Pwo' ! complete eopies,(xs) (25) 'were of great value
establishing the critical text. Codex 726.3 contains the

Sefer ha-mishkal with the appendix of the Sodoth on folios

47r - - 98r, altogether 102 pages of text, written in a
pezutiful, clear, Spanish rabbiniccl scriot.' Codex 840.3,
also in very clear Italian rabbinical'script,'has the

Sefer ‘ha-Mishkal and the Sodoth on folios 120v - 170v,

il.e. 100 pages of text. 11he last folio 170v contains also

anfragment of Joseph ¢ikatilla, immediately follow1ng the

text of the Sefer ha-Mishkal; as happens to be the case
in many of the manuscripts; Concerning the authorship
of the appendix vide infra. All»fcrementioned Paris ..

manuscripts are. in microfilm at the Branoeis library.

The manuscripts in Offord and Cambridge, England

The Catalogue of the Hebrew Manuscrints in the

Bodleian Library by A. Neubauer15) lists a copy of the

Sefer ha-Mishkal in codex 1630.2. The text comprises

folios 89v - 131r, or 33 pages. The manuscript is written
in Greek rabbinical characters. The codex is also referred
to as codex Huntington 41, or codex Uri 371. A microfilm
“of this manuscrint was too late availebie to me to be

consulted regularly for thils thesis. The manuscript
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however was df value in confirming the text; presented here
at dubious places. Quoted as (;3). -

A sedond CODY, incomplete.however; is contained in
codex 2222, Kknown .also as codex Reggio 22. This copy of

the Sefer ha-Mishkal'laqks the appendix of the Sodoth and

ends with the fifth part, the treatise on the resurrection.16)

The fragment counts 40 pages in Itallian rabbinical
characters} Not consulted for this theéis. lReferred to“
as (0A). | . |
The Cambridge University Library.has a fragment of
the Sefer ha-Mighkel in codex U.L.C Ms Dd. 4.2.3.'7) The
follos are numbered 41 - 50, but contains also two folibs
that are not numbered (after‘f.46 and f.49). There is a
hiatus before the lasf numbéred folio, £.50. The text
comprises part one, two (wiﬁh hiatus) and three (in=- -

complete) of the Séfé;vha-Mlshk@;. The manuscript is

written in clear Spanish rabbinical séript. Quoted as

(P).

‘The Scaliger codex of Leyden
. The University of Leyden; Holland, has a complete

copy of the Sefer--ha-Mishkal with the appendix of the

Sodoth in codex Scal. 13. 5=6. The copy has been
described'by Steinschnelder in his éatalogue of the Hebrew
manuscripts of Leyden.18)~ The text cﬁmprises folios 16r

- 4hr, 54 pages in Spenish rebbinical characters. The

copist of the book is Danlel ben Salomo, known from_the
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colophon on f.46. The manuscript was copied in 1467-8.

The copist writes frequently personal'observations.about
i , |

the content of the book in the margin. 9) A photostat of

this manuscript has been used for this thesis. Quoted as

(o).

Ihe Jerusalem fragment

In‘the catalogue of Hebrew manuécripts of the Kabbalah
by G. Scholem, item 11 in codex 24 (=266 of the ﬂhiversity
library) is described as a fragment of the Sefer ha- |

Nefesh he-Hakhamsh; 1t is only 8 pages long. It is

written in ofiental rabbinical seript and datesvfrom the
séventeehth or beginning of theveighteenth century. The
fragment contains certa;n Sodoth which appear oniy in the
text of the Basel édition (vide infra); These Sodoth do

not appear in the appendix of the Sefer ha-Mishkal in most

of the manuscripts that are consulted for this thesis and

do perhaps not belong to the original Sefer ha-Mishkal.

The Trenslaticas

A Latin translation of the Sefer ha-Mishkal 1is con-
tained in codex 191 of the Vaticen Library.21) The title
of the book is'Anima Scientiae. The content is divided
in six pafts snd not as in most'of the Hebrew manuscripts

in five perts with an appendii. The manuscript occupiles

folios 126v - 208r.

Tn 1609 a German Sod ha-Neschama appéared in Basel,

edited by the same Abba ben Salomo Bumsla'who edited the
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1608 Basel edition of the Sefer ha-Mishkal (vide infra).

The Sod ha-Neschama contains much from the Sefer

na-Mishkel by Moses de Leon end R. HMachir's Abkat Rokhel

22)

in Cerman.

The printed edition of Basel, 1608

An edition of the Sefer he-Mishkal appeared in 1508
from the Hebrew printing press of Konrad Waldkirch in

Basel. The editor was R. Abbza ben Salomo Bumsla. The

book bears the title He-Ng;ggg he—hagpamah and appears
with =2n introduction by the editor,ga) In the infroduction
the editor explelns that the text 1s based'on'an old
manusoriot'wrich'was oartly deleted and blurred He is‘ .

aware of a disunity in “the content and. of uhe fact that

- of the. odotﬁ:bﬁtwthetehe did not succeed end presents
.them therefore as of anorymous author evcepf for the |
fragmentary oommentary on the Passover daggadah which 1s
from Joseph Clkatilla and which is inserted in the Sodoth.
 The manuscript showed a great disorder but the editor |
confesses that he is only & "falthful transmitter from one

book to another”, though'herhose-the best from what he

found, 1.e. was eclectic in his selection. This accounts

the menuscrlot 1s no«xwrltten_by the ~same hend he diss°'§.}r"f"’
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perhaps for ihe parallel explanatlons in the_commentary of
the Sodoth; which he might have foﬁnd elsewhere in the
manusoript and lhserted at their proper place among the
Sodoth as alterneﬁive interpretations. The Darallel
commentarles on certaln Sodoth do not appear in any of the
manuscripts consulted for this thesls. In addition to the
traditional series of Sodoth,the Basel edition presents
a continuance of other Sodoth which appear only in the
Vatican manuscript (Dﬁ) andfthe Jerusalem fragment (‘W).24)
'The Basel teit is full of errors and omits'a lohg passus
about the provenience of the soul of the Centlles at the
end of part flve, evidehtly<for fear of censorship.
Throughout the work, the word "gentile” (212)is substi-
.tufed for "unbeliever" (ﬂsiﬂ.‘ The book has no paglnation.
" but counts 126 pages of text, including the introdﬁction
by the editor which 1is followed oy an acrostic poem on the
Hebrew alphabet and by an 1ndex. The index divides the
oook in flve parts, 2 treatise on the resurrection, and a
series of Sodoth.- he treatlse on the resurrection,
belonging to the fifth part, appears in most manuscripts
under 2a special'heading end was often considered as an
independed ﬁreetise. Jellinek supposed'fhe manuscript
from which Abba ben Salomo Bumsla edited‘the 1608ved1tion,
to be aﬁ.autograph of oses de Leon.' He does not ﬁresent
sufficlent reason-for his‘view.26)<-

Other partial editions of the text should be men-

tioned. " The Sefer ha-Mishkal (with exception of part two)
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appeared in 1515 in Constantinople under the title

Sodoth Gedolim, of anonymous author. 4 new edition of

this book in Venice (1607), attributes it to Abraham

Zecouto (1450-1510) and the new edition has a new title

27)

added to the previous: Matok la-Nefesh. In the book

Abkat Rokhel, which plagiarized the second part of the

Sefer ha-Mishkal, We have another partlal edition of Xoses

de Leonfs book under the name of R. Machir. The warning

which Mosgs de Leon writes in the introductlon to the

Sefer ha-Mishkal "not to delete my name from this my

‘heritage" is not en idle one.

gonclusion

Summing up this survey we count 12 complete manu=-

scripts of the Sefer ha-Mishkal, 10 fragments among which

several large and important ones; one complete (ﬁhough
. faulty andvunreliable) printed'féxt; one combendium; one
Latin version; =2 partiai German translation, and three
other works that contain large portions of the Sefer ha-
Mishkal under a different title and éuthor.

| Inlcombaring the maﬁuscripts, no close relzationship
between any of them was discovered. ZEach manuscript
‘seems to have its own peculiarities and mistakes. An
'attempt to establish a pedigree 6f.the manuscripts on basls-
of similarities in ﬁisfakes Pailed. EHowever, it may be

said that some affinity shows up between (x7) end (x9,
and between (?), (0), ana ( 3). The affinity of .the
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manuscrlpts does not go.far enough to suppose them to be
directly dependent from one znother. (Kj, on basis of
¥hich this critical téxt has been prepared, has an
affinity to ( ), though also here both mss.Ahave too

maay idiosyncracies'to be closely related.
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Authorship

The problem of auﬁhorship of the Sefer ha-Mishkal

rises only in regards to the appendix of the Sodoth. There
is no déubt that.Moses de Leon is the author of the first
fivé parts of the book. Twice he introduces himself as |
the author of the book 29) and he is,énxious to preserve
his prerogative as the éuthor, for he implores the.copiSt
not to omit‘his name from the work. Parts of the book
"heve been plagiarizéd and-appeared under a different name
(vide éupfa).

Two proﬁlems will have to be examined. Is Hoses de

"TLeon the author of the Sodoth? If so, do they belong to

the Sefer ha-Mishkal?

0)

Moses

In the introducfion to the Sefer ha-¥ighkal”
de Leon announces that he will divide the book ‘in five
parts and gives us a synobsis of the topics he ﬁ111 deal
with. Nothing is mentloned about the Sodoth. .Most of the
manusgripts continue after the fifth part with the
kebbalistic interpretation of a serles of cbmmaﬁdments,
the so cailed Sodoth. It is no wonder therefore that
several theories_have been proposed.to solve this con-
tradiction-

The editor of the Basel edltion of 1608 appended the

" Sodoth to the Sefer ha-Mishkel because he found them
together in a same manuscript® and felt that they were

of gimilar content as the Sefer ha-Mishkal. He does not
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believe that they are of Moses de Leon, but considers

them to be of an anonymous author. In a similar way de

31) .
‘Rossi considers them to be an anonymous a2ddition to the

Sefer ha-Highkal.

The préblem becomes even more intripated when one
finds the Sodoth ascrived to Joseph Gikatilla in some
'.manuscripts. The Sodoth in (3p) are introduced: "The
part 6nlthe Fringes and Phylacteries...2ll from the
'writiﬁgs of R. Joseph Gikatilla of blessed mem@ry."32>
Though this is a very clear attribution of the Sodoth to
Cikatille, 21l the other manuscripts that have "rikatilla"
in their title mention this name quite out of context.

' The menuscripts ( 37), ( W), and (XD ) have at the
“beginning of this sectlon of'Sodofh a short synopsis of -
the mysteries to be dealt with, the last of them being
~the two verses of I Chrqnicles 4, 22=23 stérting with the
word:fﬁeQYokim". This key—wdrd is theﬁ immediately féllow—
ed by the name “Gikatilla", not mentioning him explicltly
as author. In manuscript ( » ) this word wes already
completely mlsunderstood and here we read the even mére
cryptic "katilah"! Assémanus in describing codex 283%

( 37 attributes the Sodoth to Gikatilla, apparently on

no other evidence than the word "Gikatilla" at the end of .

33)

the inventory of Sodoth in the title. Joseph Gikatilla

(1242-1307) and Moses de Leon (1250-130%3) were contemporaries

and kebbalists, close in kin séiritually; They exercized

34)

a mutual influence on each other's writings. Both
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Jwrote on the mysteries of the commandments.end e confusion
of authorship is thus.very obvious. |

Steinschnelder comments upon the name Glkatillza in
the title of the Sodotn as being an erroneous attribution
of this paft to Gikatilla. Without explaining his further
reasons for doing so, he considers the Sodoth as being of:
Moses de Leon. g He cpnsiders on the othen hand the part
of the Sodoth as an independent work, wrongly combined

36)

"with the Sefer ha-Mishkal. In his opinion the fusion

of the two is merely a result of carelessness.
-Jellinek consilders the deoth to be both of Moses de

Leon and a part of the Sefer‘gg-Mishkal.37) He comsiders

—a———-

the double title Sefer ha-Nefesh'haéHekhamah and Sefer

ha-Mishkal respectively to refer to the first five parts

2nd to the Sodoth. This view seems unacceptable, as
already'Steinschneider has shown.38) However, the point
seems well made that the kabbalistic_psychology in the
five first parts 1s an introduction to the practical*life.
of Kabbalah in observing the commandments, the content of
the.Sedoth. They are not only "clumsily connected" in |
 the seme codex (Steinschneider); but show an inner
connection and unity.jg) Jellinek 1s of the opinien that
'some confusion mey have entered because Sodoth by Joseph
Gikatilla were later added to the original series Qf
Moses de Leon. Tne Basel text could therefore be a

| mixture of both éuthors and thls would explain the

additionel and alternative mysteries on the commandments
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: which appear in fhe Basel'edition and’in the'maﬁuscfipt
( 39). Jellinek goes even further in suggesﬁing.that
this addi’cion of Sodoth might be the work of R. Jacob,
ﬁhe diSciple to whoﬁ Moses de Leon'dedicates the Sefer
ha-~Mishkal, the same disciple which he considers to bé

.the author of the book AbKa Rokhel where a large part of
40)

the Sefer hﬂ-hishkal has been plaglarlzed

| Before entering further into the question of Moses

de Leon's au%hofship of the Sodoth.if maey be well to
suggest an explanation for the "clumsiness and confusibn"
by Waich the name Gikatilla has slipped into the title
of the Sodoth in some manuscripts. Most of the manu-
. scripts present the mystery of “"we-Yokim", immediately
followed by the Sod Batsheba, which is of Ciketilla. Often

1t continues the text on the same page where the Sod we-'

) In inserting a little synopsis of the

 Yokim 1eaves'off.
Sodoth at the beginning of the appendix as 1s the case in
the mss. (” 27, DD ), the scribe could easily have
copled the heading of the mystery of Batsheba'because 1t
bears in its inscription "Gikatilla" (cf. R ).; This
error was repeated by later copistsvtill if became un-
intelligible.

The reéééné for Moses de Leon's authorship of the
Sodoth.are many. . There 1s a perfect unity in style; It
does not teke long‘to notice Moses de Leon's peculiar

style, his use of grammar and his own usage'of Words, which

is so different from that of Gikatilla.X2) A1l ‘the
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characteristics of Moses de Leon's style are represented

in the Sodoth. Secondly, in the Sodoth the author refers
to books which he has written or intends to write and
which are books by Moses de Leon. Such is e.ge. his |

Sefer ha-Rimon (to which he refers in p. g/33, line

21-22) and his Rerush Koheleth (on p. /23 , line 12).

Thirdly there are cro@sreferences from the Sodoth to the
first five parts of the book, such as :/dn ,‘line 2 to
:/1 ,11pe'5-15, or 3/va, line 9 to %/ y line 4. The
strongést argument for Moses de Leon's authorship against
Gikatilla's, seems to me the thedry on the origin and
function of the evil. Both kabbalists who have a very
similar doctrine in other respects, dlsagree strongly on
this partiéulér point. In Moses de Leon's view tﬁe evil
serves 2 very positive function, and is a necessary_elemént
in the cosmlic process. It "stings and it heéls’,'it
tempts and 1t protects. In combination with the good 1t
1s very valuable, as the shells;aluable around the nhut,.
;4 to protect it, and aS'the bddy is for the soul. Detached
from the nut, the shell 1s worthless and looses its ‘
function. This is the theory of evil which we find in the
Sodoth and which could therefore hardly be from the hend
of Gikatilla.AB) A11 these arguments plead strongly in
favor of Moses de Leon's authorship of the Sodoth.

Let us now cohsider the quéstion whether the §Qgg§g

do belong to the Sefer ha=Mishksl. One might first point
%o the fact that manuscript (X7 calls the Sodoth the
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sixth part of the Sefer ha-Mishkal, The Latin translation

divides the Sefer ha-Mishkal also in six chapters, the.

sixth belng. the pert of the Sodoth. The'manuscripts ( 2)
and { 3D ), which contain the Sodoth, both are a complete

unid in itself and appear both as & single codex entitled

Sefer ha-iishkal. As We observed already, manuscript (0)
has a colophon at the end of the Sodoth, including the

Sodoth as an integral part of the Sefer na=Mishkal.

0f more importance 1s the argument that in their
content the five earlier parts form a unity with the
appendix. Every single mrstery of the commandments is
related to the kabbalistic doctrine ofjthe-soul. Soul‘—
Sefiroth .- Commandments are a sort of trilogy of which
tbe soul occupies the key-position. Lhe soul prov1des
thie understanding of the Sefiroth and the commandments
}and the soul brlngs the perfect balance between theory
and practice. The~book.can therefore appropriately be
lcalled the 3ook of the Balance 'Thetcrossreferencee

which We mentioned above could be multiplied43)

and in

reading'the Sodoth one gets the impression that Moses dev
Leon is still continuing his same exposition because he

is refemring frequently-to'the eerlier parts'of-his
exposition. It remalns a question, however, why the
authoxr speakslonly of five parts in the beginning and does
not mention that the division "accomding to the mystery

of the faith and the Torsh in the light of the holy
Menorah (3/393", w#ill be followed by "the gate concerning
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"~ the foundation of religicus practice and the basis of the
faith ( ®/1%,11)." '
As an Vappendix" is a separate unity, -attached and

beloﬁging té a book,'we feel justified in calling the

Sodoth the "appendixz" to the Sefer ha-Mishkal.
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The book end its content

The Sefer ha-Mishkal was written in the year 5050
; | 46)

- {=1290) in Guadalajara e Castilian town in Spain. Moses

de Leon had‘already written his Shushan Fduth (1286), his

Sefer ha-Rimon (1287) and his Qr Zerua. To the latter

two he refers in his Sefer ha-Mishkal. In 1290 loses de

Leon is in the midst of his literary activity of hils
Hebrew writings, being the period from 1286-129%. %7

Moses de Leon's Hebrew wrltings followed the composition

of the Midrash ha-Neelam (1275=-1280) and t 0

1286) .and was intended to spread tne doctrine of the
Zohar through his Hebrew writings.  0f all these Hebrew
_.writings only little has been pdblished; namely,the
Basel edition of the Sefer ha-Mighksl (1608) and the

Shekel ha=-Kodesh of 1293 which was published in London
48) | | |

(1911) by A.YW. Greenup.

The similarity in doctrine between the Zohar and the

Sefer haMishkel has been analyzed by Jellinek,)

Gershom Scholemjo) and R.J.Z. Werblowskybj) and need not |

be repeated here. The doctrine of man; of the soul; its
origin and fate; the angels in relation to man; the
eschataloglcal tneories eta, are identical in the gggg;
and in the Sefex ha-Mishkal.' |

The content of the book is the kabbalistic doctrine

he Zohar (1280= "

of the soul as propaedeusis for understanding ‘\:he theosophy

of the Sefiroth and as = preparation for the understanding
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of the mitsvoth, which were an object that fascinated both

the philosophers and the kabbalists in the Middle Ages in

‘their respective writings on the Taame Mitsvoth. The

"Sefer ha-Mishka1 reminds one sometimes'of a Jewish Divina -

' Comedis. It guides the reader through the compartments

e, |

5T HeIl =nd Paradise and shows the fate ofall—the
‘different souls. The central secret is always the mystery
of the sefirbticqurld..Hell éﬁd Paradise on‘earth are
préﬁarations, copiés and emanations of the Sefiroth, and
thus espects of the Divinity. The interrelation between
the world below and the world abovg,the'Séfiroth, is the
secret of‘kabbalisiic wisdom. This mystery dannot be
understood by philosophy, by human reason. The Sefer
ha-Mishkal has a very Strdng polemic uﬁdertohé'against

the philosophy aﬁd'in'parficular against the infiuence of
2) '

aristotelianism in Judaism.5 True understanding comes
only "by mouth of a sage'whé-is wise in the mysteries

oflTﬁE wisdonm ( a/x,6-8)." The wisdom from‘the sageé'
"py mouth" is perhaps also a vindication of the oral

3) Kabbalah was

tradition‘against the Karaites.5
delivered from master to disciple and not in'"public
teaching". This is perhaps the reason that:ﬂoses de
Leop*ﬂwrites this book for the beloved friend, the>
virtuous R. Jacob“ (x/x;13), "you Jacob which I 1qvé"
(:/x,2;3). That Moses de Leon speaks over the'head of

his disciple'to a larger audience is clear from all his
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warningé to the “bené‘ha5dor".' He writes with the intention
"that the children of man wiil learn not to stumble any-
more" b/n, 18). | |

‘The book makes the impression of having. been written

in a hurry. All the grammatical mistakes, such as care-

1eésnesswinmthewuse~ofwfemininefnoﬁns»with masculine
ad jectives and yice versa, wrong plural endings, the use
of plggg'and defective script withbut any consistency,
cannot be biamed ali on copists. In fact Moses de Leon
b¢§b¢¢k¢s in the beginning not to seek beauty or poetry
in thié work. He has written this book "iﬁ haste® and
"avolding to speak ih verses fiﬁting'bnly for courtiers"
(®/3, 10), He even apologizes if he might have slipped
’iﬁadVertently into poetry "because the things came
~ naturally ﬁo ne!" (ib.).

The major themes to which Moses de Legn comes back:
aéain and again aie the mystery of man as the microcosmos

54) the Tree of Life from which

and as tae image of God;
the souls come - and to.which they retﬁrn; and the Tree of
Knowledge of good and evil, the two sides which together
form one unity. Above and below, left and right, sll
_ the extremes meet in men and are united in him. The
extremes are sanctified in him by liviﬁg from the mjstery
of unity which is cbntaingd in'the understanding of the
Sefiroth. The Sefiroth unite above and below, right and
left, by the power‘of.the Name, the Holy One Flessed Be .

He, as the source of dynamic unity.
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Moses de Leon refers to his "masters". They are
the "wise of biessed memory“' thé "sages'of the‘Mishnah"
(x/ﬁ’,9) end "the masters of the namey’(x/:a 103 :/RJ,14)
which refers to the Kabbalists Wno derived their theories
from speculations on the letterS'of the Divine Names. He'
Hfrequently speaks about the "wise of the times of 01d",
expre531ng the conviction that Kabbalah was of old and
hoary tradition. In his work he refers to treatises of
the Talmud,to Midrashim, or sometimes to the Midrashot

na-penimiyim, the "mystical lore". Pinally, to the

"Sitre LOfaﬂ (perhaps the Zoher?) and to his own
(Hebrew) writlngs.

The name of the book Sefer-ha—Mishkal, the Book of

theggglance;‘is a pun on the Hebrew root gh=k-1 as 1t

appears also in his book Shekel ha-Kbdegh. One could say

perhaps that ‘the Shekel represented‘the "Inte11ectus"
in kabbalistic sense, 1.e. the Sefiroth, whereas the
)ighkal refers to the "Intelligens" i.e. the Neshamah,
or the "highest sou "55 ~ The subtitle of the book
which was the title 1oses de Leon had designed first to

be the maintitle (cf.x/: 4-8), is Sefer ha-Nefesh ha-

Hakhamah, fhe Book of the Nise Soul. This subtitle is
again a reference to the highest soul of man, the ’
Neshamah. The title was misunderstood sometimes and

‘read as “The Book of the Scul of "isdom," (Nefesh ha=

56)

' hokamah)



For a further analysis of the content we refer here

to the English Summary of the Sefer ha-Mishkal, which

consfitutes the third part of this thesis. |
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The "Book of the Balance"
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Content -



163

The Book of the Balance

Introduction. (%/x,1 - 2/3,25)

The introduction contains ‘the data about the author,
the name and division of the book, 1ts date and place of
compositibn_and the name of‘the person to'whom this

1)

writing is directed or addressed. lMioses de Legn ex-
- plains also the intention of the Boock of the Balance,'
Or, as he rather prefers to call it, the Book of the
Wise Soul.
The book is meant to be an introductlon to the

‘Kabbalah, The key to the understanding of the world of |
the Sefiroth, 1s the understanding of 6ne‘s own soul.

"I nad to write first about the secrets of the soul,
because a man who wants to enter the interior of the
palace of the King, should first know his-own soul."e)
Men's soul is a model for understanding the higher realm
of the Sefiroth, because the soul 1s patterned after
them, as the Sefiroth are patternéd'arter thé,creator,
 The propaedeuticé fo kabbalistic‘metaphysics is thus
- the kabbalistlic psychology. In this psychology, théory
énd praxis are narrowly related. "4 man who knows the
highness of the soﬁl and its essence will henceforth
understand and penetrate with his innermost thoughts the
secrets of the nature of the Kingdom; he will discipline

himself in order to.purify and prepare hls soul'carefully
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for judgment; he will support it with truth, Jjustice
and righteoﬁsness."B)

Tn the introduction is also given a short synopsis
‘of the different subjects that will be dealt with .in
connection ﬁith the soul. The degrees and origin of the
soul;4) .1ts:eSsenéewand qualities; 1téidescent from the.
higher world, where it pre?exiStgd, into an impure and
perishable.body; {ts separation from it in the mystery
of death; the hereafter, Paradise and Gehenna, and the
secrets of "the world to come"; the mystery of the
resurrection of the dead, a resurrection of the identical
| bodies, to be united with their previous soul, end the
sense of this reunion of the soul with 2 materlal and
vile body, which could, in the opinion of fhe author, be
construed as an objection against God's Wisdom, as a
mockery of God and derision of His creatures.S)

The book is written "according to the Wisdom‘thét
was givén to Moses on Sinai".6) This is the wisdom that
wise men have always searched after and pondered, a wWis-
.'dom that is "pieclﬁding and precludéd; except for the
ancient wilise men which had attained the highest degree,
‘and were the receivers of the (kabbalistic) tradition of
the Torah from Mount Sinai."7) Moses de Leon warns the
reader not to confound the true wisdom with the "con-.

" jectural knowledge of the philosophers.” In other words,A

he presents his book as authentic kabbaiistic doctrine.
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This transcendental superior wisdom, often referred to

s "the Wisdom",'speaks only in mysteries and secrets
"measured. W1th the mystery of wisdom's balance. n8) The
pun on the title of the book, the Book of the Balance,
here 1s evident.

The great central secret that Moses-de Leon indicates

in this introduction, and which cen be seen as a key to

_the understanding of the whole book, is "that all being

is derived from the reality of the Tetragrammaton of the
Creator" and from the "pattern of the Pour Living Beings"
and thaﬁ everything is contained in the hidden meaning of
the Torah.g). This gives us the clue that also the mystery
of the humen soul is to be derived from the secret of the
Divine Name Yﬁwﬁ; and from the "Four Living Beings", in

other words, from the world of the Sefiroth. The deeper

sense of the Scriptures will show this intimate relation-
ship between the understanding of the soul and that of

the Sefiroth.

The book will consist of five parts, as the author .
announces in the introduction, which in fact will be six

perts, or better,'five parts and an appendix.

Part One. (Q/b,25 - 2/7119) ‘ ' -
The content of the first part deals with the essence

and origin of the soul, and 1ts relationshlip to the body.

The discussion starts by taking 1ssue with the philoso-

phers. The philosophic terminology seems to come "close



166

t6 the truth", when it is sald that the rational soul
emanates froﬁ'the radiating light Of_the Active Intellect.
Also the tripartite divieion of the soul according to'the

three Hebrew expressions for soul 'nefesh ruah and

‘neshamah, seem to correspond to similar theories of themu
Kabbalah. As to the tripartite division of the soul in
the philosophic Way: the vegetative eoul, the sensitive
'soul; and the retional'soul; this distinction is far from
the "resl truth", the kabballstic interpretation.
| The kabbalistic doctrine of the soul is derived from
| the "true reality of the Creator". In the mystexry of the
'Divine“Neme one cah.fihd the origin of man's exlstence
and essence. Man combines in himself the three worlds,
three layers of existence, beri'ah; etsirah ahd-‘asixah:
creation, formation, and making. The three worlds form
one undivided.unity. Man is singled out to represent
these three layers of exlstence under the moon sphere,
ﬁhich 1s the borderline between the sﬁirituai and material
world. _Therefore maen 1s "destined to worship his Meker |
and to know his Creator and His glory, as 1t is said:
everyone that is called‘by my name, for my glory I
created him, I formed him, even I made him (Is. 43,7)"10)
This. verse reveals the mystery of man.. He is oalled.by
"the name of the Creator", and he is part of the world
of creation, formation, end making. Corresponding to

this 1s the prayer in Shaharit: "forming the light,
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"creating thé darkness;vmaking peace." The prayer cbntains_
at the same time the clue %o the'meahing of thése three
" worlds. Zight,'DaranSS, and Peace are the fourth, fifth
gnd‘éixth gefirah, together forming one unit, namely Mercy
énd waer blended tqgéther intoAPeécé.~ They'afe”thé<t§rée
that come "as one voice" .out of the supernal "chambers of
their 1nstruotion", an allu51on to tne three highest

Sefiroth. In between the upper hidden realm of the first
three 'Sefirqth and the lower ones, symbolized in the
Thione, the three worlds occupy & pivotal.posiﬁionr They "
are the Sefiroth "that uphold the Thronme." ')

In a similar way the human soul is also a replica

of this supernal archetype in its tripartite divislon:
nefesh, ruah, apd neshamah. Preceding a more explicit
'exégesié of each of the three divisions of the soul, =
compact description foilows of the seflrotic Wofld.' YHWH
is the.Holy Naeme out of which everything is derived under
the image of the "River‘flowing forth from Eden in order
to water the Garden (Gen. 2, 10)," en allusion to the six
middle Sefiroth conveying the hidden life from the 3Blnah
(Eden) to the Malkuth (Garden). The River is also the
"Brilliant Mirror", and the "Ever Green Cypress", or the
"Tree of Life" 1n'which'a11 blessing is contained, whence
everything comes forth, the whole existence in all 1ts
ramifications, ever since "the days of creation". This

_gigantic tree has a dimension that reaches the mystical



168

number of "a 500 years'jburney", a ten-fold fifty, which
stands for the third sefirah, Binah, where the Tree of
Life 1s rboted. The truhk, or the heart of this tree 1is

Israel, the central or fifth gefirah. Changing from the

imagery of the tree to the vefy kébﬁaiiéfidﬂiﬁégery of the
. human body, Israel 1s also called "the Spine" of the
sefirotic body, which keeps the body'upright‘and sustains
it. All these mysteries ére included in the mystical -
| méaning of ﬁhe lulab. The world lu-lab has "in 1% (aw)™
a "heart (;gg)",.which has as its numeribalJeQuiﬁalent‘the
number thirty-two. Here one discove;S‘ﬁhe.thirtyﬁtwo
" "hidden paths of wisdom", i1.e. the ten Sefiroth and twenty
letters of the Hebrew alphabet. Each path has a‘guardian.
who watches over this secret access to the Tree of Life.
The Tree 6f Life is referred to in the verse: "I am
the ever green cypress. From me thy fruit is found (Hos.
14,9)." The crop of the mystical tree are the souls. They
are all the "fruit of the Holy-Blessed=-Be-ie, who places
them in Bden. From there they receive their fitting
- place in accordance with thelr correspondiﬁg degree in

12) This already suggests that

the Supernal Building."
-the difference betweeﬁ‘the pre-existing sduls; corre-

sponding to the different Sefiroth.

The mysteryldf the threefold soul is taken up again.
. Nefesh is the soul whose function it is to‘uphold the
body, to keep it alive, and to guide it in all its

&
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functions. - According to Gen. 9, 4-5, ‘the pefesh is
connected with the blood of man. It is located in the
blood; Ruah is the force that upholds the nefésh. It is
the "breath of 1life". When the rush withdraws, the pefesh
éiggTaigéébé;;;;WﬁEhigAi;mthé-éééfef of-déath;- ﬁééhéméh‘
is the true "undefstanding that is drawn from the Fountaln
of'Life,rfrbﬁ'the Source of Ihsight, and wisdom makes its
hohofable.habitation in the body in order to establish all
in the service of the Creator, blessed be He.f13)
Man, as a microcosm, is superior to all other
creafures. He 1s created in_the image df God (Cen. 9,6).
The expression "created in the image of God - ELonm" is
- significant. 'This particular divine name suggests a |
‘composition of two elements: EL and YaiH. Like’man who
"is composed of matter and form, body and soul, the divine |
name has an operating and a reéeiving element YaH 1s the
active element, EL the recelving. YaH refers also to the
three highest Sefiroth: Keter, Hokhman, and Binah re=- -
presented by the first two letters of the name YHWH,
whereas WH répresents the silx central Sefiroth (#) and the
Malkuth (H), which receive everything from fhe thréé upper
Sefiroth (YH). In the image of the sefirotic man they are
'the "head of the body", in which all the wisdom is con- |
teined. 'So also in man, wisdom is seated in the head.

But as creature he "bows hls head in reverence"” before

God's wisdom and.kndwledge, i.e. before the head.of the
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Sefiroth, the root and origin of.all being. The second
sefirah, Wisdom, 1é symbolized as the “Supernal Point",
the beginning from which all draﬁs forth. The third
.sefirah is called "Holy of Holies", "Interior Palace", in
| Which all strength 1s gathered and ready to be orought to
daylight by the Creator.

The body of men lives and moves by the power of'his ‘
form, the sbul in the image of the divine name ELoHYm,
where YH ié "the boatsman of the vessel"14) of its
guiding force. When the soul leaves the body; 1t is like
YH leaving ELoHYM. What.we find then is ELeM, silence
and dumbness.

After this exposition_of what man 1s, the question
is asked: who is man? The body or the soul? The body
"coming from a putrid.drop, flesh full of bems and
grubs";15) can hardl& be called God's image. But Job
says:.'"Thou‘hast clothed me with skin and flesh, and hast
fenced me with bones end sinews (Job 10,11)." This shows
that the body 1s only "man's garment" and that only the
inner pért carries the name "man", and is God's image.

Though the River and the Tree are the supernal |
origin of the souls who pre-exist in a very fine form
1ike "spiritual contours", they only come to dwell in the
body fhrough the union of male and female. Man's at-
traction to Woman is*indicated‘és the cause of the

.earthly existence of the souls, who wait in tufn tb come



171

into this world and be lodged in the pody. 6
The felationship4of body and soul might seem a very
negative one after the prevlous description of the body.

Moses de Leon emphasizas that body and soul stand in a

relationship of mutual need. “As the soul is the 1ife for

the body, so the soul needs the body as an artist needs
his tools. The body 1is instrumental for the soul "to
show deeds", but the body cannot act without the soul, as

17)- The body of

the tools are useless without the artist.
man has all the elements of the materisl world. As the
soﬁl represents the upper realm and 1is an imagé of God,

so the body represenfs the world and is an image of the
cosmos. In the combination of both, man 1is the duallstic
being katexogen. "Everything is drawn aftér its kind.

The soul waﬁts to ascend to its Creétor. The body strives
downward after the naturé_of all cdrporeal things." 8)
However, this indicates at the same time the great
mission of the soul "to represent the divine reality" in
the nether world, so that upper and lower world will be iﬁ
perfect harmony. Without the soul the mether world would -
be chaotic. On the other hand, without its'earthlﬁ
existence the soul would be imperfect. Only in union with
the body can the soul attain perfection. It returns to
its Creator after death "perfected bj the world above and

the world below. Only then is it complete, for it was
wanting before it descended into this world. In thls way
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n19)

the soul,willvfind its perfection from all'sides.
This is the greatness of body-soul relationship.

Part Two. (3/7,19 - 3/1N,16)

 This pert deals with the fate of the soul after .
death. As 1n the first part, Moses de Leon starts by re-
‘ futing the philosophers. The argument with thelphiloso-
phers goés beyond their opposition to the Oral Tradition
concernihg the.fate of the soul after death.  "As high

as thé.heavens are from the earth, are my ways from your
.Ways, and my.thoughts from your thoughts (Is. 55,9). How
can our knowledgé and our thinking conceive something
that transcends. it, namely the thinking of the Creator,
.blessed be He. His knoﬁledgevis'perfect compared to ours
and compared to the thinking of man. Does not the Torah
contain God's thinking and thé perfection of His know-
ledge?"?o) Revelation and rational thinking are two
different things. God accompanied the glving of the Torah -
with thunder and lightning in order td inculcate in man
the heavénly origin of this truth. Moses needed to re-
ceive the Kabbalah on Sinai toibeAable t§ uhderstand this
transcendental wisdom. Aristotle with all his infelli-
gence could not arrive at the faintest notion of this

true Wiédbm. Moses de Leon accuses here also theﬁphiloso-
phers from among the sons of our Torah" who made Aristotle
their authority, and who claimed to have arrived at the

same truth "without lightning and thunder, for Aristotle
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told them the same things quietly and softly." These
philosepherS-interpret'Torah and Ora; Tradition according
" to the "guess work of philosophy", but in the eyes of .the
people fhey behave as if'they were trﬁe believers. They
fear to be stigmatized as men lacking in falth end relielon.
They do not knew that even those sayings of the wise of
blessed memory and the~stories‘of the Torah that seem of
no relevance contain revealed wisdom. 'Oniy the truly wise
men know how te find thls hidden wisdom that escapes the
"natural phiiosophers" and the "feilowers.qf the guesser
(Arietotle)."21) After this long argument with the |
'_philoSOphic tendencies in Jﬁdaism_of his time, the author
"returns to his subjeCt."ga) |
, Teﬁ'questiens come ﬁp‘to be answefed: ‘t0 whom be-

longs the soul after deeth?; where does the soul go?;
what 1s the nature of the soul after death?; does iﬁ know
the former body?‘ does it remember the former life?, is
the soul happy to leave thils world?; is there a ﬁudgment
for the soul?} will there be a punishment?; how can the
soul be judged?; what kind of punishment is there for the
soul? | ‘
| ‘These quesfidns are not answered in systematic order.
-~ Pirst another exposition en the secrets of the Tree of Life

"from which the souls blossom" is given. The TreeIOf Life
'extends in the four directions of the World. It‘meaeures

nine "alkesons" 23) to_the east,.nine to the north, nine
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to the south and nine to the west. The heart of the tree
consists bf the holy.onés of Israel, the fruit of the

| Holy431esséd-Be-He. This 1s the fruit of which is written
"bringing fruit after its klnd (Gen. 1,11)." Only tﬁe |
-souls of the righteous come from the Tree and are 1ts fruit. ~
Not 21l souls are of the same origin, as there is a differ-

‘ence between nefesh, ruah, and neshamah. The neshamah

.alohe comes. from. the tree. ThelGehtiles and the wicked
have_nb neshamah butvonly a nefesh. The holy souls have
| théir origin in the source of holiness and trufh, the
§;g§g, whehcé the River draws 1ts 1ife and energy. The
source of evil draws from the side of the Evil Urge,
which is the place of Impurity and Pollution, and its
origin is called Elohim Aherim, Strange cods. 2 It 1s
from this side, the Sitra Ahrah, that the souls of the
Gentiles, unbelievers, and those who defile themselves
emanate. Theirkbreath of life (;ggg); is fromfthe-placé
of.Impurity. Therefore a Gentile defiles as 1oné as his
rush is in him, i.e. while he is 2live. -After his death
hé cahnot defile, because the impure ruah has left him.25)
After tﬁis digression about the origln of the Gentile
'soul, Moses de Leon returns to his subject and deals now
‘with the questlon whether the soul knows 1ts previous
/‘state on earth‘énd remembers 1ts body. Basing himself
on saylngs of the rabbls, largely aggadic material, the
author explains that the body after death 1s not a lifeless
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object. The dead are aware of what happens around them.
They should be treated with reverence, and they can be
asked to intercede. Not3only does the soul mourn for the

body and remember its body, also thé body keeps longing

‘for-its soul. The "naturasl philosophers" had brushed

_asidé these popular beliefs and staﬁed that the soul, being

a simple substance, cannot mourn or feel sorry over the

S

body.zo) The objection of the philosophers is not refuted

but Moses de Leon refers here to his Sefer ha-Rimon, where
he dea1t with thls questilon. He scoffs at the opinion of
_the_philosophers conberning the soul in the hereafter and
- emphaslizes fhe necesslity to belleve in the Oral Tradition
‘as a sure guide to truth instead df relying.upon Aristotle.
How can the soul be Judged? The soul has 1ts 6riéin
in "the. reality of the Creator" and being the image of |
God»it shares in the Divine Reality. How can God stand
in Judgment d&ér Himself? The sou1; being pure, neverthe-
less gets solled during its contact with the material
world. All stains thatthe earthly existence have left
upon -the soul have to be removed. The soul is processed
through fire to be cleansed from its impurity. The
purifying force of fire is demonstrated by the legendary
salamander who is fabled to 1ive in fire. A cloth woven
from the wool of the salamander (glg!).can only be washed
in fire. o |

To whom does the soul belong after it leaves the



body? What is its nature? If the soul is‘pure or purified
and if it is "adorned with good deeds" 1ts place will be
Eden, where the soul will feast and engoy the "l1ight of

Jife." This light of 1ife leads to a new digression. The -

'“light is most pure and resplendent close to its origin.

'It diminishes in "lightness" the farther it is removed from
'its source. .This symbolizes the different levels of
existence, one and the same substance repeated in different.
degrees of 1ntenslty, 'This.is'the seoret'of the single

and unique pattern that pervades everything, according

to which the nether world 1is aVcopy of thevsupernal world.
This is the secret of the two Jerusalems, -the celestisl
Jerusalem and the terrestrizl, the heavenly Eden ano the
earthly BEden, the suoernal River and 1ts replica, the}river
of Eden lLere on earth. Of all that exists in the upper
world there can be found s visible model here on earth.

The Garden of Eden is a reality here on earth. 4gain
Moses de Leon delves into aggadic sources and fells how

the entrance to the terrestrizl paradise is to be found
close to the cave of Macpelah where the body of Adam
.rests. After.death, a soul that 1is Worthy will be united
with Adam in the cave of Macpelah and from,tﬁere enter
peradise‘on earth. It will enjoy the‘splendor of this
paradise.as a gradual preparation for the brilliant light
..of the heavenly paradise. The soul is shown the\ﬁodels

of the "awe inspiring essences" of the supernal world.
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It is given the "rabbinical garment"27) and 1ts stage in
the paradise on earth is a process of acclimatization for

the heavenly Eden.

The agcent of the soul after death seems to be rather

a descent into the earth (ﬁhrough the cave of Macpelah).
This could be objected to the traditional concept that
the soul "ascends" after death. . Moses de Leon explains.
that'thislobjectién is.not valid. Ascent isfonly delayed,
and there is.a small cétegory of the righteous who ascend
immediately. They are the "sdhs of ascent that are few"

of which the'Talmud»speaks.Ea)

Even Moses needed to get
accustomed gradually to the splendor of the Brilliant
Mirror. | o

A difference in the fate of fhe soul after death
depends also on the place where . it leaves the body. If
the place of death'is Israel, no "foreign ruler" ﬁor evil.
spirit can interfere with the immediate ascent of the soul,
because‘the land of Israel 1s the_pléce where only the -
Lord rules. If death takes pléces outéide the land of
Israel, the soﬁl, being in the domain of foreign~powérs
(the realm of'"égg;", "the other one") is hindered in 1ts
ascent. It will have to pass "gllpulin" (reincarnations)
until it escapes the authority of "the other." Thus it is
of no avall to have one's body buried in israel, for the
soul left the body outside the land.

The Garden of Bden is also the "bundle of life" where
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the souls cf the righteous are united with the Creator.
They en joy the splendor of paradise and are nourished by

its light. This is the l1ight and splendor that radiates

from the River. which flows forth from Eden, conveying the

spiritual radiance of the mystery of the Uorld to Come, . |
the Holy of Holles, namely the Binsh, the third sefirah.
The'Verse: "iho will ascend the mountain of the,Lord and
who will stand in the place of His holiness (Ps. 24,3)

is explained as in the Midrash of the Psalms (Ps. 11),
referring to. the celestial‘and the terrestrial paradise.
To ascend the Mounﬁain of the Lord 1s to ascend to the
heavenly paradise. This mountain is called "Lebanon",
"Mountain of Myrrh", "Lamp of the'Lord“, and is an allusion
to the fifth sefirsh. It 1s the mountain that contains
the blessing for all the othef "high mountains", according
to the centrel position of the fifth geflrah, Beauty;
within the six central Sefiroth. The‘“standing in the
'place of holiness" refers to the paradise on earch,'which
‘is the most exquisite place of this World,.located ditect-
1y under the celestial paradise, whence:it receives the
blessings "as from the high mountains." In this lower
,paradisevthere are many compartments, cr palaces: the.
'palace of the Patriarchs which iS'tne hiéhest of all, a
palece for the‘pious of Isreel, a palace.for_those who
were martyred for the sanctification of the Name, 2

palace for the proselytes headed by Onkelos the proselyte,
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'one for the'ten martyred of the kingdom, and one for all
those who suffered in this world. ‘These palaces are not
the compartments .of the heavenly paradise, for they were
seen and visited by.rabbi‘Jehoshua»ben Levi, who could not.
lhave-entered the heavenly paradise while still being in
the body. .

Besides these palaces which are all built from '
pre01ous stones, a whole inventory 1s given of the things
containsd in the earthly paradise. 'They correspond to the
folkloristic descriptions from aggadic sources: the trees,
.tne,balSams, the scent of the perfumes, the tree of life
and the tree of knowledée of good and'ecil, the‘spiritual
essences, the awe—inspiring designs; the secrets of the
mysteries of the hidden supernal world,.the secrets of
‘heavenly paradlse. | |
The reality of the place here on earth is lmportant
. for Moses de Leon. As 1n his hekel ha-Kgdesh 9)
relates the story of the ancient wise men of Greece, who
knew about 1ts existence. They took council and set out
to find the place in order to take from‘the tree of life
in the garden to gain eternal 1ife and to give from the
tree also to others. They followed the Euphrates upward.
until'they'were at a half mile's distance from the garden
_ of'Eden. The flame of the zig-zag sword consumed them
and burned“them. With-them all the true wisdom of the

ancient wise men of Greece was lost. lMoses de Leon 1is
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convinced that the ancient Greeks knew the wisdbmvof the
Kabbalah as the "wise men of our Torah" Who studlied and
kxnew the true wisdom. - "But then came other learned men
and Aristotle with his friends who sought wisdom in guess . ..
work. They have neither part nor lot in the wisdom of

the Torah."3 )

Paradise contains the secrets of this world and the
mysteries of the supernal world. Both are united in one ’
- and the same mystery, the ‘world above and the world below

are.called“with~6ne name: "world of souls."

‘Bart Three. (:/w 16 - 2/2,5)

| The Gehenna is the subject of this chapter in the
treatise. As paradise had an upper-and a lower Eden, so
the eupernal and terrestrial hell are a perfect parallel.
The Gehenna on earth is located in the Valley of Hinnom,
ge - Hinnom, hence the name: Gehenna. Its nature is the
everburning fire. vTh1S~heli fire 1s an emanation from the
primordial fire (the-elemenf fire) that has its origin in
the sefirah Din, which in its turn is emanated from "the
light of the Creator." It correspords to the left side
of the Sefiroth. The‘primordial fire 1s called Feer of
Isaack, according to the verse: "from the fear at nlght
(Cant. 3,8)"Awhich was expiained31) as the fear for the
Gehenna,'because,'says Moses de Leon, the Gehenna emanates
from the'sefirah‘Fear. The Gehenna on earth is an ema-

nation from the supernal Gehenna, derived from the element
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}fire, which is a "very thin and épiritual'ﬁire but.sfronger’
'than any other kind of fire." One of 1ts gualities 1s that
1t can burn the souls who are also of a very fine and
vspiritual-substance;'mThis'etheriél;hell-fire~coming-froﬁ

a higher degree in the Sefiroth is thus more immaterial
than the souls, which come from the heart of the Tree.

The fire comes from the sefirah Din, the "Day of the Ldrd
thatlis coming, burning llke an oven (Mali 3,19)." The
"fiery substanceﬁ_of the Lord, represented in the Séfiroth,_
finds 1ts allusion in the verse: "for the Lord thy God 1s
a consuming fire (Deut. 4,24)." |

The hell-fire according‘td the Midrasth) was

created on the second day of creatibn. The angels created
on the same}day are of more "extreme nature" than the
éngels who were created on the othqr‘days. They are
called "the spifits" according to the verse: "Who makes
his‘angels spirits: his ministers flaming fire (Ps. 104,
4)." These spirits return every day to their place of
origin and melt aﬁay in the fire but are returned. anew,
as 1t ls said: ‘"They are new every morning: great is
thy faithfuiness'(Lam. 3,23)." A fire that can comsume
angels;_can also burn the souls of men.

Like Paradise, the Gehenna has many compartments.
Each compartment is-reserved for a particular class of"
sinners. After this brief statement, Moses de Leon re-

turns to a lengthy éxpositionvabout;the nature of the
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different kinds of fire. The fire of the altar of sacrié
fices was lighted from heaven and hence of celestial nature.
It did not need to be extinguished or relighted. ‘The smoke
of fhe.alter—fire took the‘shape of a'lion or a dog, show=-
’1nv thus whether the sacrifice was acceptible or not.33)
‘Another celestial fire was the fire that accompanied the
Tawglving on Sinai., It caused fear and terror in all_
those who witnessed it (cf. Deut. 18,16). This fire is
the fire that gives life to the souls of the righi:eous,34
who cleave to it as the source of 1life, as it 1s said:
"But ye that did cleave unto the Lord your God are'aiive
every one of you this day (Deut. 4,4)." One more kind of
peculiar fire is a fire that did not burn or consume, i.e.
the fire of the burning push. (cf. Bx. 3,2). The tables
of fne covenant were written in letters of white fire on
black fire. There is red fire, black fire, white, and
green fire, and ail these types of fire have thelr own
qualities. This excursion into the_medieval_"pyrology"
should demonstrate the perticular quality'of fhe'infernal_
fire. | | N :

erry soul has to pass “through the fire of the Ge-
henna, except the souls of the righteous, who return
immediately after death "to thelr tent of origin" and are
, nourished.by the 1light of the Brilliant Mirror. 'For the
souls of the wicked is reserved another fate. First Moses

de Leon refutes the concept that the souls of the sinners
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after death are taken up by the wheel of the sun, driven
around the world, above and below, continually pﬁshéd énd‘
.drivén around by the burning'sun,'until théir punishment
is cdmpleted. This idea was based on the verse:}_"and
the souls of thine enemieé shall he sling out, as out of
the middle of a2 sling: (I Sam. 25,29)." This idea is
absdlutely-wrong in kabbalistic doctrine and distant from
the truth "as the East from the West!" The souls of the
sinners will be punished in the Gehenna, and there they-
will be "flung from one torture to another, and driven
from place to place inside the Gehenna,?BS)

~After purification in the terrestrial hell, the
soul 1s admitted to fhe earthly Eden and 1s there pre-
pared for the life ih the supernal world, as ls already
éxplained'in part two. Though the soul 1s thoroughly
cleansed by the terrestrial hell-fire, it needs still a
purification by the supernal Gehenna before entering |
heavenly Edén._ This last cleansing is like a ritual
immersion, so that the soul might be'completely clean
before it appears in front of the Lord. In this way the
parallel between the two Gehennas and the two Edens is
perfect.

Hell has a double function. It cleanses the soul,
and 1t punlshes the sinners. Punishment is therefore
hothing_else but a medicine, as it is said: ‘"whom He

will wound, He will heal also (cf. Deut. 32,29).“
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o AnothEr<Wrong.interpretation of heli isthat the souls
will be cleansed in .the "fiery river", the river Dinur
(ef. Dan. 7,10). “The fiVér binuf is nothing else but the
"ﬁerspiratioh of'the Living Belngs" and differs thus from
the Gehenné,.Which emanates from.the primordial fire in the
sefirah Din. The Gehenna on earth is compared to the
supernal Gehenﬂa as the drégs tovthe good wine that 1s on
to§ of them. The wine is_only'“good“ because 1t rests on
top of théklees.' o

Three capegorieS'appear on the}day of judgment: the
righteous, the wicked, and the neutrals. They are written
in thé three books that will be opened on the day of judg-
ment. The rightebus are written in the book of 1life, the
wipked are consigned to death. Life and death afe not to
bé confounded with earthly life aﬁd earthly death, but
with 1ife of the soﬁl, or 1ts defiency. Want of life is
experienced in Gehehna, because the soul lacks the con-
finual emanation of the blessings and of 1light from the
higher degrees that descend through the River to the |
"Bundle ovaife." The neutrals have an equal balance of
virtues and sins and‘cannot be assigned to either life or
death. To them 1is given the mystery of the "days of
Repentance." ' ;

The mystefy of the ten days of repentance between
- Rosh _haShanah and Yom Kippur of which the rabbls of

36)

blessed memory speak are a mystical allusion ﬁo the

ten Sefiroth. When one counts the days; they are actually
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‘seven; Moses de Leon gives now the kabbelisﬁiOISignificance
of the numbers in order to show how the mystery of |
Repentance is related to theASefiroth. The number seven
pefers to the six middle Sefiroth plus the gefirah they
come from, the g;ggg,.which 1s called "issue of life" or
"world to come." VThey are likened to the little chicks
" with the mother hen end they are.the seveﬁ years alluded
to in the verse: "and he built (the femple) in seven
years (I Kings 6,38)." Not counting the Binah itself
which is symbolized in the New Year as well as 1n the Day
of Qtonement, ‘one finds the mystical number of six: the
Six Sides in the sefirotic system, Mercy, Power, Beauty,
Victory, Glory and Foundation. Leaving the last one out'
(the sefirah which concentrates ali.the essences of the
right andvthe left before conveying it to the Kingdom,
the tenth sefirah) we are left with five Sefiroth. Five
Sefiroth, each of them considered as_containingbin
essence thevneighboring sefireh, lead us back to the
mystery'of ten, which 1s concentrated in the five.  Thus
the neutral has a chance to "enter life" through the ten
days of respite glven him between New Year and the Day of
Atonement. Through the mystery of the days of Repentance
he can sanctify his soul and prepare 1t for the supernal
world of the Sefiroth.

The last mystery to be explained in this section is

the question how a holy soul can become wicked. A men’
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wﬁo sins draws no 1bnger from the "sdurce‘of Rightédus-
ﬁess", but instead attaches himself to the "Source of
Defilement." . As soon as man is attached to this supernal
source the “holy ggggﬂg his soul, leaves him., According
to the sayiﬁg of the Talmud37)-"a mén who defiles himself

below, will alsb-be'defiied from above."

Part Four. (:/:,5 - ®/n>, 4)

The mystery of the "World to Come', thﬁ-subaect of
' this section, is introduced by the talmudic saying: "all
Israel has a share in the world to come" w38) which 1s L
deduced from the verse: "Thy'people also shall be all
‘righteous; they shall inherit the land for ever (Is. 60,
21)." This opinion séems contradicted by the obvious
presence Qf'sinners and wicked in every generatioﬁ, The
verse, however, can be read as follows: "Thy people who
are all the righieous shall inherit the land forever."
But in the kabbalistic-interprétation ﬁhis vérse‘has an
even more profound‘meaning.~ "Righteous" 1s the symbolic
name for the sefirah Yesod. Only the Righteous (Yesod)
inherits the Land of the 11ving1 Only the Righteous
concentrates the full 1ife of all the higher Sefiroth
‘before conducting 1t to the Malkuth.

Man is called "righteous" and exemplifies the sefirah
:Righteous by abstaining from sexual transgressions. The
seflrah Rightequs symbolizes also the male sexual.organ

in the Sefiroth that carries the silgn of the Covenant.
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- By a sexual sin a'man“ﬁrofénes the siegn of the beehant in
his bod&; the "royal seal of the King", and as such profanes
~ the mystefywoflthe sefirsh Yesod. 'This sefirah is also
called “Joseph"; becéuse Josephfs righteousness.oonsisted
in fesisting'the temptation of adultery with Potiphar's
wife (gf. Gen. 39). The arch-breaker of thé Covenant was
Adam because according to the tradition Adam deleted the
sign of the Qovenant.39) He returned to the Primeval
'forcé of Impurify. The evil force precedes thé-fbrCe of
holiness beéausé."Foreskin" rules before-"Circumcision"
and to obliterate the circﬁmcision is to feturﬁ to the
"source of Impurity" which ié called Orlah. Three years o
the trees are impuré and their frult Eannot be eaten While
Orlah rules over them. A sexual sin, therefore, which
profaneé the sign of the Covenant makes man forfelt his
righteousness. ' No longer ddes he draw‘life from the
Zgggg; but he has placed himself under the rule of the
supernal force called "Defilement."..' | |

A second myStery fo‘be explaiﬁed.in this section.is
the meaning of fhe expression "World to Come." It is not
simply the world Which'cdmes to a man after déath, for
in'such_a case.éinnerAand righteous would both inherlit
the "World to Come". The "World to Come" only comes o
the Righteoﬁs, bécause‘it is the holy myétéry contained
‘in the Binah, conveyed by the River to the Yesod. Moses

de Leon quotes a talmudic saying: "there is a firmament
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thét is estéblished‘évef the heads of the Living'Beings,”
a firmament like awe-inspiring ice. n40) The "firmament"
here spoken of is another symbol for the Binah the mighty
dome hovering over the heads of the Sefiroth called the

Living Beings, the Firmament from which comes all blessing,

.

- ' S
delight and inner 1life that never diminishes or ceases. 4

A description is given of the life of the "World to
Come" in which there is no eating,- nor drinking,_nor any
corporeal.functipn. The souls are nourished by the radi=-
ance of the Brilliant Mirror, and by the radiance of the
Crown (the sefirah Tif'eret) above the heads of thé |
righteous (in the Yescd).

The "World to Come" 1s also the mystéry of Repentance,
also a2 symbol for the Qigg_. The world to come 1s granted
only to those th did deeds of righteousnessqor;repentanée
in this 1life, not to those who delayed it until their
resplite was over.l Tﬁis is illﬁstiated'by the lengthy
parable of the rich man who gorged himsélf while the poor
man looked on hungrily, and who gave food to the podr only
because he could not eat any. more of the dishes tha£ were
placed on his table. |

Once again the kabbalist tekes issue with the
philosopher. The philosbpher holds that an angel 1s more
perfect than a human soul. The kabbélist pléces the soul
higher "because 1t has elements of both Worlds, the upper

and the lower world. It has acquired something from the
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iower world“through virtuous deeds, and thué unites above
and below in one." The soul is not always in the §§§;;gg
Yesod. From time to time "1t ascends to vislt the Lord in
his témpie;" Thé ascensioﬁ to a sort of beautific vision
is only granted to the soul, not to‘the angels "who ask
where is the glory of the Lord?”42)

If such is the highness of the Worid'to'Come, what
possible use cen there be for the soullin returning to the
body which has returned to the dust. where 1t came from?

A secqﬁd question which Moses de Leon asks himseif and‘.
which he proposes to solve ls the probleﬁ,rising from'the
verse: M"If thou wilt walk'in my ways, and 1f thou wilt
keep my’charge...fhen I will give thee places to Walk among
those that stand‘by.(Zach- 3,7)." How can the righteous

be alotted a place among "those that stand by" and by Whiéh |
the éngels are meant, 1f the righteous are placed abdve.
the angels? As to the first question, concerning the
return of the soul to the body, this will only{happen after
the Evil Impulse has been removed from thé world. Only '
when the world is cleansed from thé rule of Impurity and
Holiness 1is restored, shall the dead rise. It will be a
greater glory for the souls to participate in both worlds
through their union with the body. The purified body
willl be a part of a purified Wofld. Only theh will all
the worlds be restored in the "Shekel ha-Kodesh" and the

Lord will rule, above and beloﬁ, and the true ideas (the
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wisdom df'the Kabbalah) will be fulfilled.43). This state
of man will be & return to-the'p;&ﬂisiac state of Adam
when he was created "pure and undefiled, without'stain.or
pollution; on account of this high degree of purity, the

' éoul (in Adam) was able to attain the splendgr of the
~higher dégrees (in the supernal world) and he was in
posseSsionlof the secret and perfecﬁ wisdom;;no obstacles
existed for him until the énake saw}his high state, and 1t

was evil in his eyes..;”44)

Since the f£all of Adam through
thé guile e¢f the snake, Impurity affected the world. Only-
when fhe paradisiac‘state is restored will.everything‘
return to(iﬁs place. ‘This is the recurring idea of
,'aggkatastasis in Moses de Leon's writings: when every=-
thing'is restored to 1tsvprimeval.unity "where the Lord is
one and his Name is one.(Zach. 14,9)."

Concerning the second problem: the promlse to be
placed among angels when a higher place comes to the soul
by virtue of its nature, this refers to a particular
missiqn of the.soul. Like the ministring angels the souls
ére often used by God as messengers to execute his orders
here on earth. They, like the angels, "stand by" to fly
to the earth ."to perform miracles and gfant ﬁrotéctidn
to Israel". This share in the angelic task of mediation
does not éontradiét_their essentlal higher poéition.in the
f'sefirqtic world. Also 1n this respect the righteous

pa:ticipate in the process'df restoring the world, of
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returning 1t to the glory of its origin when "the Lord
Will be King over all the earth; in that day the Lord will

be one -and His name will be one (Zach. 14,9)."

Bart Five. (x/n: 4 - x/1),10)
A special section is devoted -to the resurrection of
the dead which is stated as a belief conditional for |

iobtaining a share in the "World to Come." 45) Of the

Scriptural verses, brought in support for this belief,46)
the verse which 1ent itself most to a kabbalistic inter-
pretation of the resurrection was: "Thy dead men shall
live, together with my dead body they shall arise. Awake
‘and sing ye that dwell in dust (Is. 26,19)." The dead
who are buried in the land of Israel are alluded to as
"Thy dead men", for they died in tﬁe land of the Lord.
"Together with my dead body they shall arise" refers to
those who died outside the land. "Awake and sing ye that
dwell in dust" are the patrlarchs, buried in Hebron.
Exactly the same bodies will arise. From the
. remnants of the former,body God will bpild a new building |
as the vision of Ezechiel (37, 1=-14) testifies. One
micht object that in the case of EZechiel the resurrection
took place while the bones of the body were still present.
What if nothing is left? Is not thefresurreotion in that
case a new cfeation, like the creation of Adam fiom-dust
in the beginning? Moses de Leon emphasizes.strdnglf the

importanoe ofvcontinuity.in the process of restoration.
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A7) one bone at least remains

Acdofding to thé tradltion,
uncorrupted, namely the cbéch'df‘the spine. This bone
is 1ndéstructible and is the minimal basis for the resur-
rection of the body. The importénce of a "left0ver"lis'l
seen in the rule that a bléssing can come\oniy over some-~
-thing that is present. - One cannot say a blessing over an
empty table. The prophet Elisha asked for what was left
in the house of the woman before'he performed the miracle
of the muitiplication of the oil (cf. é Kings 4,2). In
1ike manner;one finds that the coccyx of the spine does
' not disintegrate. Yot for everybody will it be the nucleus
for the quickening of the body. In the case of ﬁhe wicked,"
who are not ﬁbrthy of the resurrection, the spine will .
change into a snake after seventyvyears. The snake, "a
creature that 1s cursed, has no remedy ever." Till
eternity 1t will éarry 1ts curse, and ﬁevef will God change
thls curse once the spine of a man has become a snake.
Never will he rise, nor will his body be quickened.48)
The wise of blessed Demory have.described the pro-
cess of the resurrection in different ways.49) The first
opinionlis that the Lord will send a dew from the light
of the:éupernai world which will penetrate the ground and
moisten the bone. Then 1t will become like dough and
spread in all directions. All the members of the body
will be formed-again:' the bones, the flesh and the skin

around it. Then the boles will move underneath the earth
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to the land offIsrael.. Only there will they receive. thelr

ruah., The-holy ruzh can only descend iln a place that is

holy and pure. This is the meaning of the verse: "Behold,

0 my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come

up out of your graves and bring you into the land of
Israel (Bz. 37,12)". This is the first stage of thé pro-
cess. Only then ié it said: "and I shall put my spirit
in you and ye shall live (1b. 37 14)", which proves that
the dead outside Israel recelve their souls only in the
land Only the\dead in Israel Will stay in their plaue
and the spirit will enter them and they will 1ive.50)
Another description is glven under the name of R.
Joshua ben Menasya. PFirst the.Ldrd will raise up those
that rest in Hebron; corfesﬁonding to the ?art of the verse:
"your dead men will live (Is. 26,19)", Those are Adam,
Abraham, Isaac‘and Jacob and thelr spouses. After that
ﬁhe Lord wlll clean the land of Israel from the impurity
of.the Gentiles. He will shake'theﬁ_out of the land "as
a man shakes his prayer shawl to clean it from dift, as it
is sald: "holding the corners of the land, that the wicked
shall be shaken out of 1t (Job 38,13)." Then the holy
seed will rise,51) i.e. the Israelites that are burled in
the iand and who did not die undef "forelen power“, He
who dles in Israel dies in the land of the Lord and the .
angel of death has no power over him. "Togéther with my
dead body they will arise (Is. 26,19)" refers in this
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opinion to those who died outside the land. Another
version is given by R. Simeon, who applies "My dead men
shall live (ib )" to those who died in Israel, and "to=- -
gether with my dead body they will arise" to the ones who
died outside Israel. The reasoning behind this view is
that the word for‘"arise" 1itera11y means "will stand

up." R. Simeon.makés,a distiﬁction between'"standing‘up"
aﬁd'the final quickening whichaonly'takes place in Israel.
"Awake and sing ye that dwell in duat (1b.)" he applies

to those who sleep in Hebron. They are "awakened‘}l like -
those who slumber. 7The patriarchs are not dead but
asleep in their graves. "And the earth shall cast out the
dead (1o.)" refers in his:explanation to the dead of the
Gentiles ih_Israel. For themvfhere is no "standing up"
nor quickening, as it is said: "“The dead, they shall not
live (Is. 26,14)." 1In both verses the dead of the Gentiies
are refarred to by the Hebrew word réfaﬂim, lIn R. |
Simeon's view the patriarchs are the 1asf to rise in order
that they will enter 2 world full of joy and the land full
of the righteous and pilous. Similarly God created Adam-
as “the last creature, so that'He could bring him into a
perfect world. R. Eleazar holds that even the dead out-
sida the 1and of Israel will rise prior to the patriarohs,
so that not”only Israel, out tha whole world will be com=
pleted at the moment of the resurrection of the
partiarchs. | |

Those of Israel Wwho have no share in the resurrection
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are the Israelites who neglected the commandment of the

phylacteries, the wicked and lawless among the people who

despised and disgraced the Torah and died without repentance’;‘

and without posterity that could atone for‘them.' Neither
will the usurers of Israel and their like rise.‘

A1l men will rise for judgﬁent, except the generation
of the Flood, the generation of the Tower of Babel, and
the population of Sodom. The generation'of the wilderness
will ﬁave 1ts share in the world to come, headed by Moses
. end Aaron. The Gentiles will stand to be judged, -and the
Lord will take eternal vengeance upon them for all the
evil they have brought upon Israel. Only the Gentlles’
who died in Israel have no part in the resurrection '
according to the verse: '"the dead (refa'im) will not
rise (is. 26,14).". |

The resurrection will take place in the sixth
millenium. There will be seven millenia according to .the
talmudic saying "six thousand'years the world‘wiilvexist,
one thousand years it will lay waste."Se) The seventh
millenium "tﬁat is waste" is the "Sabbatical year" of the
world. HNoses de Leon combines here his historiosophy
~with the doctrine of the souls; The "Sabbath of history"
is a great secret. No prophet has prophesied about it,
for all prophecies go only as far as the days of the |
Messiah., The s2venth millenium 1s %the day known ounly to
the Tord, not day nor night (Zach. 14,7)." This day
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which is néither déy’nqr night" is already alluded tq in
the story of creation. Of evefy day itvis_séid'ﬁénd‘it_
Was evening and it was morning" excebt}of.the Sabbath, |
where neither evening nor_mOrning is mentioned. The
mystery of the Sabbath is another secret of the sefirsh
Binah, in vhich the "souls of bliss" are contained. The
"souis of bliss" are the additional souls that come to.
dwell in every israelite on the Sabbath., Now the world
is sti1l in fhe six days of'cfeation, and history is a |
history of exiie. When thé éxile énds, in the messianic
days, all the pre-existent souls of the "Guf">>) will be
vemptiéd, and‘this éource will yield no mdre souls. Qniy
sabbatical souls from the Binah will rﬁle in the seventh
milienium.‘.Thehsecret of the six millenia is the mystery
of the Six Sides in the Sefiroth. ‘Yhen the Sabbath of
history éomes, there will be no Evil Side, nor impurity
in the world. Begetting and dying will cease.

A false”opinidn about the seventh millenium is the
view that in this period the world will be destroyed and
fhai‘all men will die, that the earth will be empty and
that the resurrection wi11 only come after the seventh
millenium. If this were so, says Moses de Leon, the
messlianic joy will be very short. The Messiah will éome
at the end of the sixth mi;leniﬁm and restore the temple,
the dead will rise in the messianic days. 3But short will
be the joy if in the seventh millenium everything is going

to be destroyed'again. History becomes meaningless. What .

R ST
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is the sensejih the long.sufferiogs of the galuth, tﬁe
calamities and persgggtiops,oﬁntgevpreseﬁt times, and what
is the consolation in the promise of the Messiah, 1f the
‘blessing will be so momentary? In the first'exi}e of Babel
which lasted only seVenty yeafs a minority only returned

to. Zion. The majority reesoned "what good is it to return
to Zion because the temble will be destroyed again.

Would such an argument not hold again if the seventh
millenium were going to be a period of desolation and
destruction?

While ﬁany blessings of the messianicvtimes are
described, the emphasis 1s on the great chaoée that will
come over the world by the disappearance of the Evil Urge,
the Spirit of Defilement. . The Gentile nations will dish f
appear‘with the Spirit of Defllement, which was the
source of their origin. The qﬁestioﬁ is‘asked: what will
be the reign of the Messiah if the nations of the world
'disappeer? ‘How can the verse be explained: "The kings
of Tarshish andwof the isles shall bring presents; the
kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts; yea, all the
xings shall fall down before him (Ps. 72, 10-11)". And
the verse: "The natlon and kingdom that will not serve
thee shall perish (Is. 60,12)" and "the_kings shall be thy
nursing fathers, end their queens thy nursing mothers
(Is. 49,23)2" Do not these verses of Scripture suggest

that the Spifit of Defilement will not disappear'because '
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the nations will still exist?5%)

The solution is that the nations will remain but
their idolatry will cease. The king Messiah will not
tolerate 1dolatry as king Solomon did, of whom it is said
that he committed idolatry because he tolerated it. It is
inconceivable that this could happen in the reign of the
Messlah. Those who will not serve the Creator will be
‘destroyed. Those who will serve him will enter the Holy
'Covenant. The messianic reign will resemble in this
respect the'period of the seconditemple when the kings
conquered nations and circumcised them and they were thelr
servants_all‘theiffdays. |

With the solution of the problem of the nations‘Moses
de Leon concludes his theoretioal exposition on the
messianic days. = Resurrection and eschatology are bo th
\ narroﬁly related to the doctrine of the souls. vWith ﬁhis
‘the book on the kabbalistiCVPSYChology ends. What follows
is an appendix deallng with a Series of commandments that
have a particular reference to the soul in the Kabbalah.
,It 1s the practical aspect of the psychology andvtherefofe

called: "The gate concerning the foundations of religious
praotice.and the basls of the faith."

The Appendix  (8/7%,11 - 8/no,1)

The commandments of the Holy~Blessed-Be-He to His
people are described as having a double purpose. They

should mark the holy seed among the nations, in order that
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~ the pebple of Israel méY'be the servants of'God'in.mankihd.
The secand purpose has a profound kabbaiistic meaning. The
cdmmandmehts-"bestow.ﬁpon Israel substance", as 1t is said:

."That I may cause those that love me to ihherit substance;
and I Qill fili ﬁheif treasures (Prov. 8,21)." The sub=-

. stance here'referred to evidenflylis the "substance of

the sefirotic world."

The mystery of the Fringes and the thlacteries.‘

The fringes on the four edges and the blue color of
the Tsitsit have a mystical'meaning. They represent 'the
- Lord sitting on His throne at the entrance of the temple,
and the fringes pendent from Him." The temple alludes to
‘the 3efiroth, ofiwhich the entrance 1s the Malkuth.
Through the lowest sefirah, the entrance, one gazés into
'the femplé, where thé Lord sits on His throne.. The
thirty-two fringes pehdent from Him are the mystery of
the thirty-two hidden pathways of the kabbalistic wisdom:
the ten Sefiroth and the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew
alphabét. The mystery of the throne is contained in thev
biue color, of which the rabbls of blessed meﬁory said:
"the blue 1s like the éea, the sea resembles the fifmament,
énd the firﬁament is like the divine'throne."BS) The
highest énd most profouhd meaning of the color blue is thus
the divine throne. By the throne here is meant'the "Throne
of David", or "Mild Judgment", both symbols of the K
Malkuth. The blue color shﬁﬁld remind men of the throne
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of jﬁdgment frdm which the Lord's enemies-ﬁill be'punished,
like all those who trespass agaihst.His commandments. As
such the fringes should remind man also of the whip of
punishment that awaits the sinner. Being remiﬁded of the
whip 1is salufafy. It is like the snake fhat Moses erected

~ in the desert,'so that all that had been bitten by the |
snaké should look up to the.snakevand be healed (cfr: Num.
21,8).  The seéref of the "healing snéke" is one of the
'ﬁysteries'of the fringeé as dﬁe can see from the verse:'
"and it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look
ﬁpon it, and remember 211 the commandments of the Lord,
and do them (Num; i5,39);" - The five étrips to fasten

the Tsitsit contain the secret of the "five-hundred'yéars'
journey",.which'is the length of the Tree of Life, they
also aliude to the five books of the Pentateuch. They

alsd remind of the fifty gates of Intelligenée, the‘mystery.
of the Blnah. .The fringes are a yoke that a man- imposes
.upon himself as e first commandment "in order to
stralghten his steps." It is a preparing of ‘the throne,

a preparation for thévphyiacteries which represent "the

56)

one who is riding the throne." Thus one has to fulfill

first the commandment of the fringes in order to ascend

in the degrees of holiness according to the rule: one

only ascends in works of sanctification and never de= -
scends."?7)

The fringes are a commandment, mitsvah, whereas the
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phylacteries are a sanctification of fhé Name, 2 kedushah.
‘A kedushah always has precedence over 2 mitsvah. In
Kabbalistic sense thié meens "that man'shduid,not come
to the higher degree of kedﬁsha_h (in the Sefiroth) with
emp ty nands."” ) In the kedushah‘itSeif there is a
- difference of degree. The phylacteries of the hand rank
.lower than the phylacteries of the head. Thus one.ascends
in sanctification by first placing the Tsitsit, then the
- phylacteries of the hand, andliastly the phylacteries of
the. forehead. Though the lower degreés depend from the
higher and "follow the higher", our order of entering the
world of sanctification is from the lower degrees towards
the higher.

The phylacieries,contain'the'secret of four portions
of Scriptﬁfe'corresponding to the mystery of the Teﬁra-
: grammaton.gg) The first pOrtion begins:. "Sanctify unto
me all firstborn (Bx. 13,1);” The firstborn here alluded
to is the firstborn of the_Sefiroth, namely the Hokhmah,
proceeding as the first fromithe mystery of Keter, "the
hidden and pure ether." Hokhmah in its coming from the
womb, Keter, is represented in the first letter of the
Divine Néme YEWH. The letter yod (Y) represents the
highest holiness from which all the degrees of holiness.
proceed "like the rings of a'chain, one connected with the
other." The Hokhmah 1§ the first ring and is called

"Pirstborn in Israel."
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The second portion starts.~ "And it shall be'whenvthe '
Lord shall bring thee into the land (Bx. 13,11)." This 1s
an allusion to the mystery of the Binah, the secret of'the
,'"oly of Holies" also called "Holy Jubilee" because it
contains the mystery of the fiftieth year, the mystery of
freedom and liberation. The Exodus did occur on 2 jubilee
year and therefore the Binah is also called "Exodus from
- Bgypt". The Binah is like a mother with her six sons, the
six middle'Sefiroth. Agein this refers to the Exodus, be-
cause 1t is said that 600,000 came out of Egypt in the )
holy jubilee {cf. Ex. 12,37). The second portion
correeponds.to the seeond lettef of the Divine Name, the
letter he (H).lv
The third portion is the Shema. "Hear, 0 Israel:

The Lord our God is ome Lord: And thou shalt love the
"Lord with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, aﬁd with
all thy might (Deut. 6, 4-5).? Two 'Sefiroth are allﬁded
to: "thou shalt love" indicates the gefirah Hesed; "Hear,
0 Israel" refers to the eefirah Din; These two sefiroth

represent the right and the left side aﬁd are the be=-
ginning of the six middle degrees, 1ndicated by the third

letter of the Tetraggammaton, the letter wav (W) of

which the numerical value in Hebrew is six. YHW to- .
gether forms a unity in itself and represents the masculine
world. The phylacteries of the forehead therefore repre-
sent the male, but‘the highest unity 1s only found when

the male and theefemale are together. The Malkuth ls the
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secret of the female world, representéd-in the phylacteries
‘of the hand and in the last letfer he (H) of the Divine |
Name. The last H receives all that is contained in the
 first unity YHW, and together they form the secret of the
highest unlty, the seal of the King: YHWH.

A man Who.neglects to fulfill the commandment of the
phy;acteries‘férfeits‘his,Share'in the world to come. But
"blessed is the one Who ornates himself bvaeéring the
seal of the King, the mystery of the highest exemplar. he
will be sancfified by the sanctification'of the‘Holy
60) ‘

Name.""

The ngtical meaning of the Rods:of Jacob..

In the series of mysticél’interpretation of the.
commandments, this mystery seems to come as a kind of
intermezzo. Howevér, the content is intimately,related
to the following mysteries. The meaning of the Rods of
Jacob clarifies the important position of the sefirah
Jacob 1in thé supernal world. By understanding the storieé
of Jacob in‘Scripture according to the Kabbalah the soul
will find'ﬁhe."righ%.éervice of the Lord" and thus gain
access to the. World to-Come.61)

Before entering upon the éxegesis df the verse:

"ind Jacob took rods of the greén:boplar, and of the
élmohd"tree énd the plane tree; and he peeled white stripes |

in them and made the white apbear that was in the rods

(Gen. 30,37)", Moses de Leon gives his opinion about the
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stories related in the Bible which seem either shocking
or meaningless.: It would seem that one could "invent

now better stdries and mére useful" than the story of
Rachel stealiﬁg'the'idols of Laban (Gen. 31, 19-20);

Jacob taking the birthright frém‘Esau (Gen. 25; 29=-34), or
- Jacob deceiving his father Isaac (Gen;,é?, 1;40); Sarah
and Hagér (Gen. 16,4); which all seem to contradict the
ﬁelief‘that the'Torah éontainé truth.and 1ife for the
Worid;v | _ _ |
All these storles can'only_be'uﬁderStood through the
" hidden wisdom, the Kabbalah, which v'shows that all the
:words df‘the Torah contain the hidden 1ife, whether it 1s
written: "and Tihna wés thé concubine ofvEliphaz,;the son
of Esau (Ex. 20, 25 or "I am the Lord your God (Ex.'éo,
5)." The underlying principle of the kabbalistid inter=-
prefation of Scripture 1s explained, as the. author in-

62)

dicates here, in his book "Pardes". -  The stories

_ afe nevertheless historicai facts and not pious bafables.
The stories of Jacoblgig. feally happened, but they can
only be understood when one sees that Jacob acts as the
"Jacob of the Sefiroth". As the central»sefifah "yho
snatches the blessing from Esau (the left side)", he is
the perfect mediator. Jacob, blending the righf and the
left, makes the emanation from the higher Sefiroth a -
‘"perfect inheritance to his sons". In this light the

éttitude-of Jacob to Esau becomeé_different. Human .
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thinking could never arrive at this understanding of the
stofy, ‘It is a secret of tradition (Kabbalah) handed

down to man by & profound and wise man who knows "the
depths of the higher myéteries, of which the wise of the

| presént generation have not ﬁhe faintest idea"LGB) The
two kids that Jacob took fo present fo his fathér (ef.
vGen.v16; 9) are the mystery of New Yezr (Binsh). The
booty that Esau 1s hunting indicates Saten, who is tricked
.out of hié catch by the mystery of the Day of Atonement.
Both mysteries will be dealt with later, but are here
anticipated to indicate the vital role of the Sefirah
Jacob. Jacob was in the perfect position ”fo grasp the
root and the truth", because beiﬁg in the middle position
between Isaac (Qig)‘and Abraham (ggggg)‘he saw the eséence
of both., He saw also the "inclination of his father

Isaac for Esau and he knew the wickedness of his brothef",
i.e. he Understood the tendency of the left side towards |
the mystery of evil and he knew that his task was "to
correct the inclination of his father in the right

64)

direction." Abraham and Isaac both "dug wells"

according to the Bible (gf. Gem. 21, 25-33; ib. 26, 18).
The importancé of this fact can oply be understood if one

| sees the importance of the sefirah Abrzham and the sefiraﬁ
Isaac both containiné.wells of emanation. Jacob's

function was "to use these reéources to the love of the

Creator, and to restore the essences of the higher worlds
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N

(Din and Hesed) into a unity, so that iﬁ becomes a part

of the Géd of Israel,"65)
After this long éxposition about the méaﬁihg ofvthe

Jacob stories, the author "returns to'his subjectﬁ,

"namely the peeling of the‘fods by Jacob. This is another

archetypél stdry ihét refers to -the "drawings in the

tenf‘(of the Sefiroth)". The rod-of. the gréen poplar

alludes to the.sefirah Hesed, because poplar in Hebfew is

libneh, indicating the essence of §§§gg which is repre-

sented by the color ﬁhite, laban. The word "green”

poplar, (;gg)'alludes to the Watefs, also a symboi of the

right side, because lah means literally "moist". ‘The

waters of the right side Wiii fill the lover sea indicating

the Malkuth. The rod of the almond, (in Hebrew "luz")

1s the secret of the gefirah Din on accéunt of the extreme

character of Zin, luz meaning "to deviate". The gefirah

’Qgg, whose color is red, 1s the Fear of Isaac. Thé‘rod

of the plane tree (‘ggggg) symbolizes the function of

Jacob, the gatherer, alluding to the T00t Caram (gather).

Jacob gathers the secret of the white and the red, of

water and fire. The fhird rod is the symbol of the two

other rods combined, and indicafes Jacob in his pivotal

position betﬁeén Egggg,and Din. The third rod, Jacab,

also contains the mysfery of the third daylof creétion

(ef. Gen. 1, 9+13) in which the waters were gathered and

the dry land aépeared and started ylelding life. It is
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the déy of which it is said in the Bible twice "that it
was good". e | | |

_Jacdb is thus - the Vpeffect combination of truth and'.
- faith throughlloﬁe, andArépresénts ﬁhe mystery of the

66)

Merkabah." Ja@qb contains the three that are one,
némély YHW, the diﬁine-name Yahu, and hisvinhefitance are -
"the ﬁhife stripes". In ali the three rods the "white is
reveaied“, because 1t was Jacob's function "o peel the
'whife“ and give the emanation & genefal character of
ﬂgggg; mercy. Only through the mystery of mercy can fhe»
world exist and in the existence of all things iﬁ the |
world one can see "the white stripes,of'mercy"zthat Jacob
peeled from the three Tods.

The mystery_of the Rods of Jaco® 1s thus repre-

sentative of the secret of the Sefiroth, of Israel’s

faith and not'leaét, of the existence of the world.

The mystery of the Sabbath and the Holiday

 0f the Sabbath it is sald that it equals the Torah
in importance. This can be derived from the two parallel
verses: "Thou camest down upon mount’Sinai" and the verse
" that follows "And madest lmown unto them thy holy
sabbath" (Néh.‘9,'14); ‘The parallel between the Torah
and the'Sabbéth is also seen in theAfacﬁ that the word
‘M"gabbath" is sometimes used in the masculine énd soie-
times in.the.fEminine in Hebrew. This correspounds to the

commandments of the Torah of which 1t is elther said
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"remember" (in Hebrew ggggg, meaning also "male") or
,Vkeep", (in Hebrew shamar) which is,interpreted.as‘a
symbol of the female world. This twofold myStefy of the
Sabbéth symbolizes also'the unity of male and female just
as the commandment$ Whether introduced by "“remember" or
"kéep" form oné pérfeqt unity. | o
| The Sabbathkcontaihs also a2 threefold mystery, for
14 1s an alluslon to the three "points” in the Sefirotn."!)
The highest poinflis the point 6f origin, the_Hokhmah, out'
Y Which‘cdmes the g;ggg; the.?higher" Sabbath“;.thé
centrél pdint is the céntre of the Séfiroth, namely
Tif'eret, the centre of the "perfect circle"” énd the
"corner stone of the building." The central point refers
to the Sebbath Day. The lower point is the end of the
process that starts with the supernal.point, and stands
for the Malluth. The Malkuth symbolizes the Sabbath~Eve.
The three different Sabbaths: the Great Sabbath, the
Sabbath Day and'the Sabbath Bve, are referred to in the
thfeé times that "the seventh day" is meﬁtioned in the
institution of the Sabbath day (cf. Gen. 2, 2=3).
The‘first Sabbath to be considered here iéffhe
Sabbath Eve. It is the secret of the "lower po;nt", the
Uelkuth, because when the Kinglom comes on Sabbath Eve
fhe additional Sabbath-souls or the "souls of delight"
take péssession'of all the members of the holy people;

This should be the reason to celebrate the meal oh the
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Szbbath Eve in delight. Cn Sabbath Eve the Lord takes
possession of His Kingdom on earth. No "forelgn ruler
or principality" has an& power oVer Israel in the hour that
2ll the worlds are at rest. Even thelwicked in the Gehenna
are relieved from thelr pains as there is no accuser nor
judgment on this day. The supernal degree of the Malkuth
‘spreads its tent of peace over the World.

Moses de Leon selzes the opprortunity to vent his
ahger over the negligence which apparently rules in the
synagogues of his days, where the cantors mislead the
peoﬁle by intoning the prayer "Who keepest His people
Isreel", a prayer that should be omitted on the Sabbath.
They ﬁttef‘words whieh they do not understand'and it would
-be better 1f they kept silent. The right prayer at the
right moment is of great importanee.' Chaos in this
respect creates chaos in the supernal world of the
Sefiroth. | |

Sabbath Eve 1s the time of the week that the "sheep
enter the sheep fold" and for once the watchman does not .
need to worry oxr to fear the wolves. Therefore it 1s wrong
te pray'forlsafety on the Sabbath, because this admits a
fear that the‘"foreign principalities" are still ruling
and the Lord has not come to protect His people. One
should rather say the'prayef "Yho spreads the tent of
peace over us" on the Sabbath. _

411 tﬁe,days of the week the wicked in the Gehenna

are punished according to thelr guilt. The angels of
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" destruction pester the souls with sticks of fire. To be
reminded of this oﬁe says during the week in the evening
prayer ﬁHe who is merciful", a prayer which should not-

be said .on Sabbath Eve, because then the chastisers-cede
their place.: Three execﬁtioners operaté during the week-
aays under the direction of Dumah, the angel of death;

They are Mashit, Aph and Hamah, or: Jrecker, Rage and

Scdrcher. All three are alluded to in the prayer "He

Wwho is merciful", ﬁhere it says: '“and neither shall he
wreck" and "greétly shall he return his rage", 'nor will
his scorching heat testify". BUﬁ as all three disappear
on Sabbath Eve this prayef should not be szid, in order
not to.stir them up again. Instead one prays: '"Bless'
the Lord who is praised" on Sabbiath Eve. With the Sabbath
spul one blesses the Lord in the prayér "the spirit‘of'
every living". -This prayer confesses that a2 new spirit
rests on every "living" on the Sabbath. ¥ith "every.
iiﬁing“'is meant every righteous in Israel. This is seen
in.the fact that the sefirah Righteous 1ls also cailed |
"Living".

The second Sabbath in the ﬁhreefold mystery of thils
holy day is the Sabbath Day.. The day and the night are
‘one on Sabbéth because Sabbath Eve belongs to the Sabbath
Day as the bride belongs to the bridegroom under the
canopy. The Sabbath Day refers to a higher degree in the
Sefiroth. While the Sabbath Eve was the Malkuth, the
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Bride, the Sabbafh Dzy is the sefirah Tif'eret, the Lord,
or the Croom. The unity of the male and the female in
love is thus one of the mysﬁeries of the Sabbath. The
Sabbath Day is also simply called "Day" among the

Sefiroth, because of all the six ?days“ that aré symbolized
in the six centrel Sefiroth, Tif'eret is the "exquisite
day";.the Cenﬁral poinf of the perfect ring. Three -
particular.prayérsAcharacteriZe the'mystéry of the

Sabbath Day which is the mystery'of unification by'eminenceA
(cf. the function of Jacob in the Sefiroth), The three=-
fold unity is eypressed in the prayer "The Lord our God

is the Lord" which mentions the Name . three times while

‘confessing God's unity. The next prayer that professes

the same mystery 1s the Kedushah:GO) "Holy, Holy, Holy",
end the third prayer 1s when one'says: "Thou art one

and Thy name is one, andeho is 1like Thy people Israel,"
one nation" in which unity 1s confessed three times. The
‘Sabbafh Day 1s thus the real centre of unity, the central
point of the sefirotic world, where YHVW appears as a unlty
Yahu and the male and the femalé, répresented in the last
H of the Tetragrammaton, are united and constitute the
highest unity YHWH.

The "Great Sabbath" is the third mystery in the
threefold Sabbath. The Great Sabbath is the Sebbath of
thé.Sefiroth, of ali the supernal worlds. It is a mystery

of the Binah, which comes from the supernal point. Whereas



212

the Malkuth represents the female principle of "reception
and the central Sefiroth display the'mgle element of
"aetivity" the g;ggg is the supernal rest of the worlds,
the Sabbath where activity ceases and also beglins.

| Moses de Leon enters upbh an explanation §f the

Great Sabbath based uporn the “wisdom of the masters of
“the name". By those are meant the kabbalists who knew

the secrets of the letters of the alphabet, & wisdom that
"dnlj few know nowadays".

The wisdom of the letters islthe-wisdom symbollized
ih the thirty-two ways'of‘wisdom, or i1ts Hebrew équivalent‘
in letters "LeB". This symbolizes all the secrets of
revelation as the Torah starts with a Beth and ends with
aﬁggggg, forming the word Lgﬁ. The Beth is also a symbol
of the sefiran Binah. The.giggg stands in betweén‘"gg"
(father, the Hokhmah) and_"ggg" son, referring to the
central Sefiroth,that come‘from the supernal HMother, the
Binsh. Beth combined with the first letter Aleph refers
to the mystery of orlgin, AB; Qggg combined with the
middle letter of the alphabet Nun refers fo the mystery
of generation, JBeN. The Beth alludes also to the mystery
of death in man. When the soul leaves the body the Beth
slips in between the two letters Eggg and Resh, which
form together the word "ggg",,meaningx"cold" and possibly
referring to the death of man. Aﬁut between the K and the

R, the B forms the word "keber", indicating the grave where
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| the body'will find its rest. This lugubrlous aspect of
the functidn-of thé Beth is counterbalanced by the mystery'
of the Beth slipping in between the last two letters of
the slphabet, the Shin and the Tav, forming the word
"SHaBaTH" and‘thus.indicating the final rest of the soul
and of all the worlds. With this secret of the letter
‘Beth and the sefirah'glggg'the explanation of the mystery
‘of the Sabbath is concluded.

The secret'of the Holliday is discussed in connection
with the Sabbath, but 1t concerns only the mystery of the
New Year day. New Year day is cohtained in the m§stery of
the gefiral Din. | Though Hesed is the first sefireh re-
lated to the visible creation, dréwing its emanation from
theiresoﬁrces of the Binah which in turn recelves 1t
through the Hokhmah ‘from the ?hidden and pure ether"

(the Keter), nevertheless man brought another element

into the world. Man wanted to "taste from the other

side" and "descended into the wine cellar to drink from
the winevthat rests on the dregs, and he became intoxi-
cated.” This is an allusion to the gefireh Din. Men
entefed this wine . cellar in peace (coming froﬁ the right
side, Hesed) but left it "confused". Since ﬁe tasted

from the wine, the desireé of the ieft slde were awakehed
in him. Man is drawn to both sideé and judgmént has to
rule in the world. This is the secret of New Year. 'The

mystery of New Year is also the secret of the seventh
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month, the month of Judgment. The day of judgment is the
day "thet the moon 1s covered" (on New Year). This symbol-
izes'the Poreskin covering the Holy Covenant. When the
.moon is covered, the.Foreskin cidses the door through
which mercy rules in the world. Then the accuser gets a
chance to witness against man., God sits on the seat of
judgment and the accuser arralgns 2 court against all the
people of the eérth, who pass before Cod's judgment'on
that day. The tribuﬁal of New Year, however, changes into
a.tribunal.ofwmercy “because the’Lofd loves His people".
The Judgment turns into a confoundlng of the accuser in-
. stead of a condemning of the accused. One might object
that there is little use in 2 tribunal where the Jjudge
pays no attention to the accuser. vMoses dé Leqn answers
| that for the sake of justice a court ls often arfaigned_
where the judge knows from the beginning the innocence of
the accused, but "because he is a true judge and just",
accuser and witnesses will be heard.6?)
A lengthy discussion follows on the mystery of the
shotfar. The three sounds of‘the shofar which melt into
" one melody indicate the mystery of "fire, wind and water
in thelr unity". The blast of the ghofar removes the
Foreskin that obscured the light in the supernal world.
The door of emanation 1s. opened again and the Lord leaves
His seat of Judgment and stands henceforth on the slde of

Mercy. The sound of the ghofar pro¢lames the mysterles
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of the Sefiroth. The Teki(sh sound symbolizes the side

of Mercy; the Teru¢sh sound the side of Judgment. The
shofar itself indlcates also the mystery of uﬁity (Tif'eret)
because it ﬁnifies the two sounds info one melody.

An even more profound mystery is contained in ﬁhe
blowing of the shofar. The sound on earth finds a response
in the higher worlds. The sound in the lower world "moves
and stirs" the supernal world, sd_that both worlds oper?te
in uhity;- Moses de Leon uses the remarkablé'symbol.ofl
humen breathing: ’The’respénse of the higher world to the
lower is a "going andvreturning"'like the intake and
exhalation of breafh. As there is no inhalation without
a.previous exhalation, and yvice versa, nothing is”moved'
in the supernal world without an action here below. It
.1s like the vital process of breathing in a living
organism. The'blowing of the ghofar thus indlcates the
. unity of man's 1ife with the world of thbe Sefiroth through

o i
the observing of the commandments.7 )

The mystery of the Booth.

"All that are born Israelites shall dwell in booths

1 ) .
w71) The word "booths™ in the Hebrew 1s

(Lev. 23, 42).
written in the defective plural. This is an indication
that all those who are not of the hoiy seed of Israel do
not dwell under the wings of the Shehinah. The booth is
the symbol of "the faith df Israel" and the "Shehinah',

which are both'other names for ﬁhe-sefirah Méikuth.
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'The verse "fallen is the virgin of Israel; she shall
no more rise (Amos 5,2)", was explained by the rabbis of
the Nest7 ) as meaning "she is fallen but not any more will
she fall; stand up, virgin‘of Israel." Through the
Kabbalah one can understand this verse in its deeper
imeening. "She shall no more rise" means: "no more‘will
she rise.by herself" but she Wlll be lifted up and raised
up by- the King, and he will suppert her. This can be
derived from:another verse: "in that day will I raise
':up the.rebernaele qf‘DaVid that is fallen (Amos 9,11)."
The'cennection between the two verses:.ean be underetood
only'from'the:symbolism-of the.Kabbaiah where the
"tabernacle of David", "virgin of Israel" and,"beothV
Aell refer to the same gsefirah Malkuth.

The verse "that I made the children of Israel to
dwell in booths when I brought them out of Egypt (Lev.
23, 43)," has the word "booths" in the Hebrew with the
wav of the plural..eThie shows'the m&sfery that the booth
receives the fulness of the six (way in its numericel
value) Sefiroth. The six here referred to are the
central six Sefiroth, the "children coming out of Egypt",
indicating the relationship of ‘the central Sefiroth to
their point of issue, the Binah, or the "Exodus from
Egypt". The six Sefiroth are.the mysfery of the "fulness
of the bootk" because they are the six slulces through

which the fuiness of the Binah comes down, the siX
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branchés of thé supernai céndléstick that illuminate . with

szt

the light of the Binah.

The mystery of the Scapegoat and the Day of Aﬁonement.

The secret of the Day of"Atonement is the mystery
73) .

of the role of the accuser in the world. The accuser
is not given>a'chance to'ﬁrosecutellsrael because on the
day that the tribunal 1s set up over thévworld,,lsrael ié
occupied with prayefs and.works df répentance and the
purifiéation of their souls, so that "his accusations are
‘confounded”. He is also diverted in his work of accusa-‘
tion by thé mysteiy of the Scapegoat, the sacrifice‘"to'
appease the accuser" as "one makes a friend of an angryv
 dog by glving him a bone:to.gnaw upon!" When the ghofar
blows the King changes the seat bf judgment to the throne

of mercy, and when the accuser comes "he finds the world

ruled by mercy rather than by severity" and his accusations

become ineffectual. This mystery is concealed in the
" story of Esau, the hunter,'who comes pack to his father
to offer him his ooty aﬁd-finds that his father has
eaten and is satiatéd'by the food offered by Jacob (cf.
Gen. 27, 33-34). Israel by its prayers on the Day of
Atonement has recelved the blessing that Esau, the
accusér, wanted jo carry. away.

The verse: "and God séw all that He had made, and
"behold, it Was godd, exceedinglf (Gen. 1, 31)." The

words "good" and "exceedingly" have been expiained as
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referriné to the angel of 1life and the angel of death.

Many "wise men" have wondered about the mystery of the

‘angel‘of death; to whom the Lord granted "to punish and -

to kill" men, according to their wickedness. Moses de Leon'
offers another explanation-of'the mysﬁery of punishment
which 1s - as he suggests - more in accordance "with the
planning of the Creator". This is the mystéry contained

in the sacrifices. Thrdugh the sacrifices‘the accuserA

is appeased and "does not go empty handed".74) The subject

'~is~iliustrated by a parable of a shepherd who has to ferry

his sheep over the river, but sees a wolf coming tb'devour
the sheep while he is thus occupled. He chooses a strong
he=-goat and‘thfows it to the wolf to divert the wolf's
attention and to keep him busy, while he ferfies his flock
over the river. The same mystery is the secret of Job,
who was the "sacrifice" given to the.accuser to occupy
him ﬁhile the Lord conducted Hls people Israel out of = —
Egypt. Thils is the meaning of the scapegoat, seﬁt into
the desert to give the accuser "a bone to chew upon" while
the Tord settles His account with His people. The same
meaning is indicated -by fhe sacrifices for the nations of
the world during the feast of the Tabernacles which pro-
vide that Israel will not be disturbed in joy with her
King. The sacrifices are the share of the "little off~
shoots of the tree", of the impure'souls thét are not of

the Tree of Life itself like Israel. While Isféel takes
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part in the blessing of the hidden splendor of the
Sefiroth, the accuser and the nations of the world find

their share in the mystery of the sacrifices.

The mvstery_of the Lulab and the Etrog.

"And ye shall take you on the first day the fruit of
goodly trees, branches of palm trees, branches of a follage

oy
"73) This .

tree, andiwillows of the brook (Lev. 23, 40).
verse which 1ntroduces the commandment of the ;g;gg
alludes to the mystery of the Tree of Life, from which the
souls of the righteous originate. '

| The paim branch refers to the secret of Yesod, . the
gseflrah which is called Righteous and 1is symbclized by the
palm tree becaﬁseAit is said “the'righteous‘shall florish
as a palm tree (Ps.'92, 13)."v A palm tree is either a
male or a female (not bisexual like.mcstttrees) and con-
tains therefore the mystery of the union of the male and
- the female in love. The Lglgé contains three myrtle twigs
and two willow branches. All this has mystical significance.
That there are myrtles around the palm branch alludes to
the verse: "and he stood among the myrtles (Zach. 1, 8).
The willows are referred to by the verse: "Extol Him that
rides upon the skies (literally "the willows") whose name_
is Yah (Ps. 68, 5)." The union. of the three ‘and the two
and the one suggests the mystery of unification. The

lulab and_the full moon on the Feast of Tabernacles are

two symbols of perfection and unity, celebrated on this day.
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The three myrtles are the three Sefiroth Light, Dark-
ness and Peace, or ggggg,_glg and Tif'eret. The palm branch
in the middle suggests the unity of these three. The two
" willow twigs are the Sefiroth Netséh,and Hod, which are
called "the supporters of the Building" and "plllars of
the Temple, Jachin and Boaz". Unlike'the‘myrtles the
willows have neither.smell ndrctaste. This indicates the
essentially different function of the “myftle Sefifofh"
and the "willow Sefiroth". The 1atter only have a passive,
suﬁporting function, wheréas the former fulfill their
emanating function in thié combination of five. The pélm 
branch in the middle which sticks out a little suggests
the perfect unity of the five. Togethér they represent
the‘mystery of the Tree of Life, where the nﬁmber five |
underlies the different symbols. The Tree of iife is the
"five hundred years journey" and is the secret of the
"fifty gates tollthe Binah". |

The ethrog is the "heart of the lulab", because it
conveys the secret of the thirty-two hidden pathways of
wisdom, having as its numerical equivalent in Hebrew
characters the word "leb", heart. ‘The heart represents
the "hidden side of God" who appeéred to Moses where it is
saidé "thou shalt seé my back; but my face shall nét be
seen (Bx. 33, 23)." This is the heart for which Solomon
aéked when he prayéd:' "Give}Thy servant therefore an

understanding heart (I Kings 3,9);? The ethrog is also
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tue mystery of the left side because the heert is in the
left side of the body and 1t refers to- the 1eft s1de of the
Sefiroth because the sefirash Understanding (§;ggg)'is
located at the left. Together with the Lulab which
represents the right'side, the ethrog forms the mystery of
unity of right and left. The ethrog, however, hangs onto
the l3l§2 by a thread which represents the "thread éf
‘sweétﬁéss with which Esther‘captivatedffﬁé péople".76)
Esther was compared to‘the ethrog, becausé hexr color was
‘reported to be "green yellowish" like the ethrog.77) This
color symbolizeé the left side.v'As the color of Esther
frightened‘thé people,‘so_the ethrog reminds by.iﬁs color
of the "fear-inSpiring'left@, Sut nevertheless draws £he
people "by the thread of sweetness", symbolizing its
connection with the right side of the Sefiroth.

A1l the mysterieé of the lulab and the ethrog con=-
_taiﬁ the elemént.of Joy because the Feast of the Tabernacles
'1s the feast of inﬁimacy of Israel with ner Lord, as 1t is

said: Mand ye shall rejoice before the Lord your God
.sevén.days (Lev. 23, 40)." |

The mystery of the Circumcision.

Through the clircumcision rite one becomes a member of
the Holy Covenaﬁt'and 1s worthy to be called ﬁman", The
mystéry of the meaning "man" is shown in Ezechiel who is
constantly addressed "aﬁdHyéu, man" (cf. Ez. 2, 6 and

passim). Ezechiel's felationship foAAbraham, the father
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of the Covenant; is shown elaborated fhrough a series of
seriptural quotes in a truly midrashic manner of exegesis.
Abraham only became "man" after recelving the sign of the
Cdvenaht. The verse: '"walk béfore me and be thou perfect.
And I will make my covenant between me and thee‘(Gen; 17,
1-2)", indicates that Abfaham was not "perfect" before
entering the Covenant. When Abrahanm wés circumcised the
letter he was added to'h1S'name which was changed from~
Abram to AbraHém. The letter yod was impressed in his -
flesh by the circumcision. Yod and He together form the
" Hebrew word YaH, to show that thevLord bestowed His name
upon Abraham when he was clrcumcised.

~ Isaac was born'only aftef the Foreskin, the source
of Impurlity, was removed from Abraham; whicﬁ indicates
the mystery that the sefirah Isaac is "holy seed" from
Abraham. The tradition relctes also . that Abréham never
entered into sexual union with Sarah until he was cir-
cumcised. This shows that the Malkﬁth (Sarah) only
receives "holy seed" and that thus only the people of Israel
are "holyvseed" as cnly Israel belongs to the Malkuth.

The Gentlles who are not circumcised draw from the

mystery of the Foreskin. From the Foreskin they reCeive'
"souls of impurity" which can only be removed with their
foreskin. Through'circumcision a Gentile can share the
mystcry of the Malkuth, and becomés & "proselyte of |

Justice", because Justice is.a name for the Malkuth.
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Thaet the Malkuth is also a mystery of the Sabbath is
indicated”by the fact that a child cannot be circumcised
until the cighfh day, i.e. after a Sabbath has sanctified
Sﬁim.. Only then can he enter ﬁhe Covenant. This is seen
from:the verse: ‘'verily my SébbathAye shall keep; for 1t
is a signjbetweén me and jou (Ex; 31, 13)" and "I-do set
‘my bow in the cloud, and it shéll be a sign of é covenant
(Gen. 9,‘13).5 The Sabbath and the Circumcision here
refer to thc’éame m&stery, the'Malkuth. The bow in the -
cloud is the mystery of "the diédcm of Beauty",_an allusion
to the sgsefirah Tif'eret.' When.a man 1is circumcised he
enters‘ihto'a‘relation to.two supernal degrees (Malkﬁth
and Tif'erct) by virtue of a third suéernal'degree, symbo -
‘1ized by the male sexual organ, the.lgggi. The Yesod
unifies the Lord.(Tif‘eret) with the Kingdom (Malkuth).

" Mlso through the commandment of circumcision a
mystery rité is performed -through which man entérs into
the secret of the sefirctic world ccntaining the mystexry
. of unity by which man confesses'tﬁat “tﬁe Lord is one and

His name is one (Zach. 14, 9)."

The mystery of the "mixed kinds" and the "mixed texture".
79)

The commandmenf to'which this‘mystery refers 1s
contained in the verse: "Ye shall keep my statutes. Thou
shalt not let thy cattle éender with a diverse kind; thou
shalt not sow thy field with mingled seed; neither shall

a garment mingled of linen and wool come upon thee (Lev.
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19, 19)." In the work of creation the'Holyfslessed:Beéﬁé
planned all‘things to be ordefedlafter their kinds. This
| 1s the reason why one finds written after every creatibn
thé words "accordiﬁg to its kind" (¢cf. Gen. 1,11 ete).
Seeds, hefb§; cattle, wild animais,”bifds and.reptiies are
all created "afte;‘ their kinds" in order to indicate that
no kind should be mixed with enother. The mixing of kinds
is like counterfeiting the effigy bf-the King,'a falsifying
of the work of creatlon. | ” |

The rabbis of blessed memory have saldBO) that  there
is not a single herdb that does not have a parfiCular angel
éssigned.over it which'makes it grow. From this one sees
the effect of mixing the kinds. The hybrids here below
will cause chaos in the powers of the world above, and the
"powers of the higher world ére prevented‘in‘perfbrmihg
their task. | |

Not only the angélic assistence in the lower world
becomes Qoﬁfused, but a satanib influence comes instead

n81) explained from the

of 1t. The "masters of the names
Word Shafatnez, (the mixedlgarment) that a special Satan
is appointed over those Who wear garmenfs of 1linen mixed
With wool. The Satan 1s called SatanuEz, which the
Gentiles pronounce as Satanas.

| By transgressing the prohibition of the mixed kinds
therefore man upsets the higher Worlds, destroys fhé order

of creation;-and causes the demonic powers to influence

the world.
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The mystery of the Levirate Marrisge and the Halitzeh'

The suthor refers to his book Sefer ha-Rimon for a
more detailed treatment of the mystery of levirate
-marriage according to the Kabbalah.. By =a levirate
imarriageSe) man fulfills a commandment that is intended
.te express "the never ceasing flow of ‘the supernal River",
the secret of fertiiity in the world of souis  The sexual
union between men and Wife testifles of the union of the:
| Holy Covenant (the gefirah Yesod) With the Mystery of
n‘aith (the. sefirah Malkuth). Refusing to marry the child-
less wife of a2 deceased brother 1s acting contrary to the
mystery of this union and effectually prevents the supernal
River to create souls. . The commandment‘of the levirate-
marriage (Deut. 25,5) is snother instance of the profbund
1nterre1ation between the world below and the sefirotic -
world above. The refusal of a levirate marriage is as
grave as the neglect of the commandment to marry, which
is expressed in the verse: "Be fruitful and multiply .
(Gen. 1, 28)." This commendment should be well under-
vstood. There'is a great difference between net wanting
to repfdduce and not being able to. The one who~d1es-
childless by his own fault will be‘puhished in as far as
his soul does'not return to its place of origin tin the
Sefiroth), but "shall be cut off from my presence (Lev.
22,3)." UWith "the Lord's presence" is meant the sefirah

' Tif'eret. Moses de Leon widens the concept of the levirate

\
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mariiage by indicatiﬁg that all those who die childless
-without their fault, will be redeemed by fheir kinsmen.
"The close relationship between the soul énd the gsefirah
7if'eret 1s indicated in the fact that both are cailed by
the symbol "name"., As it is said: "that the name of the
dead be not. cut off from zmonghis brethern (Ruth 4,10)" |
(referring to the soul of the dead) and: "his name shall
be called 1n Israel (Deut. 29,10)" which in kaboalistic
sense means: and his soul shall pe called in the

safirag Tif'eret.

The sin of the genératiﬁn of the Towér'of Babel was
2 sin zgainst this mystery of the soul. The building of
the tower to reach heaven is a very specific symboliém
of what one might call "kabbalistic hybris". The nations
which derive their soul from the Evil Side and not from
the Sefiroth, had some notion of the mystery of the holy
soul. Their saying:- "Let us make us a name (Gen. 11,
4)" is explained as the audacity to reach the gefirah
Tif'eret By human power, symbolized in the bullding of the
tower "whose top may reach unto heaven (Cen. 11,4)".

83)

This "building of a name (soul)" is the direct

opposite of the holy mystery of the levirate marriage, its
direct caricature. ‘ -

The Halitzeh is the ceremony which the Law provides
for a refusing of the levirate marriage (cf. Deut. 25,9).

It is considered by Moses de Leon as an. alternative way to
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resﬁore'the soul of the'man who dies childless to the
world of the Sefiroth, be 1t %o 2 lower degree. Whereas
the levirate marriage brought the soul back to the Iif’eret,
the Halltzah connects the soul of the deceased with the
Melkuth. The verse that is seen to indicate this mystery
Cis: ”ﬁow beautifui'are thy feet with shoes, 0 prince's
‘daughter' (Cant. 7s2)". The "shoes" and "the prince's
daughter" connect the two elements, the mystery of the
"taking off the shoe (Halitzah)" and the Malkuth, symbol-
ized as the "prince's daughter"; or as the "daughter of
Abrahaml’ |

'Marriage; 1evirate'marriege and Halitzah,.three
eommandments thus not only symbolize mysteries in the
Sefiroth,. buu effectively have the power to draw holy
souls from thelr sefirotic source, and lead them back to

their origin.

The commandment of separating the meat and the milk

The three times that the Torah gives the commandment
of not cooking the kid in the milk of 1ts mother (ef. Ex.
23,19; ib. 34,26; Deut. 14,21) is the basis for the
dietary laws concerning meat and milk, Moses de Leon
finds 1n the prohibition of mixing meat and milk the
expression of another mystery of the Sefiroth.84) The
meat symbolizes the "pit of snekes", the milk represents
the "well of.living Waters", the gefirah Malkuth, which

is often called "well (Be'er)". By not observing the
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dletary lews concerning meat and milk one therefore con-
founds the Malkuth with 1ts parallel on the Evil Side,
with the pit that contains no living waters but the
poisonous snakes., The reeeon that the meat symbolizes
the Evil Side is seen in the verse: "And while the flesh
Was‘yet-between thelr teeth, ere it was chewed, the wrath
of the Lord ﬁas kindled against the people (Num.'11,33)h"
| The meat also symbolizes the degree of the Evil Side fhate
15 called Kets, "the Bnd", a5 1t is sald: * "the end of 311
'flesh is come’ ‘before me (Gen. 6 13)." This mystery of
"the end" or of "extremity" is seen in the foreskin that
covers the sign of covenant, the husk that nides (and at -
the same time protects) the nut, and the body which is
the garmentvof the soui.‘ In the explahatidn of the iest
mystery; Moses de Leon will come back to this profouﬁd |
mystery, the mystery of the evil which is at the same
time harmful and necessary. The distinctlon between the
milk and meat, however, should make man careful in making
the dlstinction betfeen the source of hollness, the

~Sefiroth, and the Sitra Ahrah, the source of defilement.

The MxSterx of Evil _
With the discussion of the mystery of evil, lioses de

Leon concludes‘his Book of the Balance. The verses. upon
 which the discussion is based are: "And Jokim,”aﬁd.the
men of Clhpzeba, and Joash, aﬁd'Araph,'who hed dominion in

Moab, and Jashubilehem. And the records are anclent.
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These weie the potters, aﬁd those-that dwelﬁ among :
“ plantations and hedges;dthere<they dwel® occupied in the
'king's~ﬁork (I'Chron.‘A,.é2-23).”._These two obscure -
verses will be explained as‘conteining the allusions to
the secrets of evil as also the verses about Solomon's
apostasy (cf. I Kings 11 4-5), and the marriage of thé

..prophet Hosea to ﬁser, the heflot'(gi, Hos. 1,'2¥3);'

The secret of the origin of the evil is the secret
. of the Tree of KnoWledge. To investigate the espect'of
evil as contained in the supernal Tree, is a Work of
wisdom. In this work of wisdom Solomon engaged in his
old age; though he succumbed to the danger connected with
this investigation, as one can see from Solomon's apostasy.
Though 1t is a work of wisdom to investigate the evil, one
must be on guard not to "cleave to the evil". This was -
the sin of Adam which drew death upon all menkind. It was
also Nosh's sin When'ﬁe was trying out "the strength of =
the wine". Aoraham entered the domain of evil but came
out safely, as 1s 1ndicated by the verse: "and Abraham
went down into Eeypt (Gen. 12, 10)", which 1s followed
by: "end Abraham went up out of Egypt (Gen. 13,1)f"

‘The name of Hosea's wife "Gomer", the harlot who be-
got him children,iindicates that the end of all wisdom
is knowing the evil. Gomer, meaning "completing”, alludes
dto the fact that the "child-bearing harlot" is a ﬁeoeSSary

element for the completion of the world. Righteoos as
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ﬁell as sinners are in‘néed of this aspect of reality that '
is‘peréoﬂified,iﬁ Gomer,-without whom no begetting ié
PosSible.86) This can be seen also from David's words:
"Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did

my mother conceive me (?s. 5&,7)"; Just aé the mystery

of the fertility of souls is contained in the Six Sides,
the éix central Sefiroth, 1s the mystery of fertillity in
the world below contained.in_the Six degrees of Défilemenf,

87)‘the counterpart

vthe emanation of the Primordizl Snake,
of the sefirotic world. Six degrees on each side of the
. Tree of Know1edge represent the mystery of good and evii.‘
~ Jokim (cf. I Chron. 4,22) is the first dégree of
evil, The fact that the first 1s called Jokim came from
the meaning of the word "Jokim", "he wili awaken". The
first degree awakens the evil. Even though "Jokim“'has
an additional letter way in the Hebrew, -and "he will
aweken" should have been "Yakim", the'defect in the word
| itself indlicates the mystéry of evil. Moses de Leoh
adduceé other examples of words, written defectively,
which bonnote iﬁ similzar ways the mystery of evil.
| The second degree are "the men of Chozeba (;g!)“,
where the word "Chozeba" 1s derived from the wofd ”ggggg",
meaning "falsehood". The "men of fraud" thus indiééte
“the charécter of fhe secoﬁd degrée of fhe evil, whencé
falsehood a2nd deceit spread among men. |

"And Joash (ib.)" is the degree that contains the
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despair of all good. 'Again‘a'pun on the Word'"Joash""
(21luding to Ye'ush, despair) indicates the myéterY-df evil
as it leads man to despair. Desgpair expresses the.distance
~and chasm thatAexists between the good_and‘the evil.: |

"And‘Saiaph (1p)" is the feurth degree in the
emanation of evil. The word, meaning "Serpent", indicates
that the degrees of evil are the broodvof the Primordial
Snake. Serpenﬁs andvsnakes £ill "the_pit that cannot
contain water (g;(,Gen. 37,24)" aﬁd which is the counter-
part of the "well of living weters" on the side of the
Sefiroth.e'énother secret 1s contained in the degree
""Saraph"; It refers to the serpent that Moses was:
commanded to rise upon a2 pole in the'desert. The sefpeﬁt
on the pole for those who sinned in the desert, healed
all those who were bitten by'aiserpent (cf. Num, 21,8)..
Here we see the evil in its agpect of punishment and
remedy at the same time.

"Who had dominion in Moab (I Chron. 4,22)". The
evi; inclination that grows up with man from his early
youth should be'kept-in chéck., As soon as the evil
inclinatioh takes dominioh.ever man, he is no longer under
his father in heaven (me=ab), but the evil becomes fe.him
a father (LeMo=2b) . Mgzgg and Mo-ab become in this pun
the representants of the good and the evil. Moab becomes
the archetype for the kingdoms of the Gentiles, who are

under the dominion of evil, while Israel depends from its
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father (Me=ab) in heaven. o

_ Thevsixth.and last degree of evil is "Jashubilehem
(ib.)". Again we find the secret alluded to in 2 pun on
the werd 1tsels. "When’he'turns te bread"aAchild will
stert'recogniiing fhe,evil in the ﬁorld.' The allusion -
seems somehow farfetched Ahe eating of bread-is the
symbol of the maturing of men. Together With‘it grows
man's awareness of the ev1l impulse in him, until he
becomes fully aware of the evil at this thirteenth year
and is hence responsible for his good or evil deeds.

"The records that are anclent (;Q.)"-refers to the
mystery»of evil as centained in these six degrees. -They
are called "ancient" because the "Ancient of Days" heas
concealed them from.the beginning, and the secret of the
.existence of evil 1s a mystery of faith.

"These were the potters (I Chron. 4, 23)" indicate a
_quality inherent to these degrees of evil. Yotsrim,
potters, or "those who glve ferm", indicates that the
forces ofvevil impel man toiprodﬁCe. Without the evil
force the world wouid be sterile, as Moses de Leon shows
by relating the talmudic story that in the days of Ezra
the chicken no longer lz=id eggs, becausethe land was
completely purified from the evil impulse.88) From the
mystery of evil.eomes the "stirring" that causes man to
produce. Thus the evil 1s.a necessery element for the

existence of the world.
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- "And those~that dwelt among the plantations (1p.)"
alludes to the fact that evil is implanted in man. It
dwells in him and lays in ambush between "the nedges'(ib.)"
to:strike out when man .is off his guard.

"There theyldwelt occupied in the king's work (ib.)".
lvThelevil‘fulfills'a'nece5sary_function and therefore does
"the king's‘work"! ‘The mystery of the evil norking for
"the king" is sympolized in the secret of the nut. A4 nut
is concelaed in a herd shell which in 1tself is worthless,
‘but united with the inner part of the mut 1t hes the
function to.protect the inner. Oufside and inside to-
‘gether form one thing, a nut. Separated, tne husk no
longer is.ealled "nut" and looses its meaning. Outside
and inside are indicated as being.a "Kets", extremlty.
'Whe inside represents the mystery of the Kets=-yamin (the
right extremity) while the outside is called Kef-yamin
(the end of days). The "end of days" is also "the end
_of sll flesh (Gen. 6,13)". Both extremities belong to-
gether in this earthly existence. To separate'tnem is not
understanding the mystery of the nut. Kain who brought
his sacrifice "at the end of days (Gen, 4,3)" wanted to
isolate the value of the husk. Jacob who wanted to dis-
close the mystery of the end to his children tried to .
isolate the mystery of the "inner extremitJ from the
nystery of evil. He was punished for the Shehinah left

him as soon as he wanted to "separate the shell from the-
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inner". This mystgry'brings us back to the secret of the
union}of soul and Body. " Both come from two opposite
extremities but "belong’tdgether-Without any division"89)
in the work of tﬁé king. . | |

The evil ié at the'origin of.men's exlstence, as it
is said: "Behold, I-Was.brOugﬁtvforth in iniquity, and
in sin didimy mother conceive me (Ps. 51,7)". Iniquiﬁy
and sin, the forces of évil, are also the béuse of manfs
end on earth, as the rabbis of blessed memoryAsaid: there
is no death without iniquity, nb pain without sin.go) Thus
the mystery of evil accompaniés.man throughdut life and
Moses de Leon concludes his book with thé words: '"the |
'myStéry is great for him who understands; May these
allusions be enough to you, for they will prepare to those

'who dwell before the Lord (cf. Is. 23,18) a way of

integrity, as it befits. Be wisel"

_Here ends the Book of the Balance.
"Praise to Him who rldeth upon a

swift cloud (Is. 19,1)."
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the. Introduction. ‘
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-de Rossi, v. 11Z, p. 110=-12,

ioritz Steinschneider, Die Hebraeigchen Handschriften
der K. Hof- und Staatsblbliothek in Muenchen. Munich

1(.}7)0
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Ad, ﬁeubéuer,"atalogge of the Hebrew ﬂanuscript '

in the Bodleian Library snd in the College Libraries
of Oxford. ' Oxford 1886,
Henceforth as Neubauer.

For codex 1630 cf. col. 568=- (9, cf. also M.

‘Steinschneider, taloggs Librorum Hebraeorum in

Bibliotheca Bodlelana. ZBerlin 1931, v. II, col.
1552=-55, Henceforth as Steinsclneider, Bod., the
same codex is also mentioned in J. C. Wolff's
Bibliothecae Hebraeae, v. I1I, p. 317-818. Further
referrad to as Wolff.

Neubauer, col. 767 .

From 2 photostat of the manuscript, lent to me by

‘Dr. Altmann from his private collection.

Moritz Steinschunelder, Catalogus Codlicum Hebraeorum

"'Bibliothecae Academiae Lugdunc-Batavae. Leyden

1358, Henceforth as Steinschnelder, Leyden.
Codex Sca aliger 13 1s described on p. 357=062.
See also #olff, p. S17. '

Steinschneider, Leyden, p. 359-80.

G. Scholem, Catalogus Codicum Hebralcorum guot
conservantur in Bibliotheca Hierosolymitana...
pars prima: Cabbal

Jerusalem 1930. Cf. p. 51-62.

Quoted further as Scholem, Cat. J.

Assemanus, p. 161-63, HMicrofilm a2t Brandeis University.

Adolph Jellinek, Moses Ben Shem-Tob de Leon und sein
Verhsaltnisz zum Sohar. Leipzig 1051, pP. 42. Hence-
forth as Jellinek. :

S3teinschneider, Bod., col. 1855 éi -

R. Abba ben S-lomo Bumsla = from Bunzlau (Bohemia).

. Jellinek, p. 9 ff.; Steinschneider, 3od., col. 1832
ff.s : "

Wolff, p. 817.

On the question of the Sodoth cf. paragraph on the
problem of zuthorship.

A photostat of a copy from the Library in Copenhagen.
The book is in quarto and carries the signatures
A~Q4, Q4 vlank. No pagination. :
Jellinek, p. 11.

ib., p. 4843,
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ib., p. 11-12. Cf. the edition of Abkat Rokhel,

Warsaw, 1876,

£.1r, lines 2-3, and f.2v, line 16.

£.1r, lines 22-23, and £.2v, lines 23-24 ("I divided
this book according to the parts of the mystery of
faith and Torah, in the light of the pure Menorah")’

of. Introduction of the editor in the Sasel edition
of 1608; cf. also de Rossi, p. 112,

Steinschneider, Munich . 6.
y LMol

Assemanus, v. I, p. 230-251, It 1s interesting to
note that Assemanus describes the same material as
part of the Latin translation of the Sefer ha-Mishkal
(codex 191) under authorship of Moses de Leon. The
material is part six of the Latin codex. He was not
aware of the identity of content. - -

‘Of. Assemanus, v. I, p. 161=163.

G. Scholem, NMajor Trends in Jewish Mysticism.
New York 1941.
Cf. p. 194 £f. Henceforth quoted as MT.

Steinschneidér, Munich, p. 153: "wird irrthumlich

o I [ B e R Y R
Alles dem Jos. Gikatilia beigelegt.”; Steinschneider,
Leyden, p. 360: auctore sine dubio eodem Mose de

‘TLeon", followed in this by Bernhelmer (vide supra,

note 4).

Steinschneider, Leyden, p. 360: '"unde scriba (cf.
colophon at the end of the manuscript in Scal. 13)
eas quogue ad opus praeced. (i1.e. Sefer ha-Mishkal)
pertinere putavit ... guocum etiam in alils Codd.
occurrunt, et nonnullae (inter allas multas et

uidem sordide) editae. sunti For Steinschneider's
controversy with Jelllinek who considered the Sodoth
a part of the Sefer ha-Mishkal, cf. Steinschnelder,
Bod., col. 1853. : |

Jellikek gives his reasons for the Sodoth as part
of the Sefer ha-Mishkal on p. 10, o.cC.

Steinschneider, Bod., col. 1853.

.Jellinek, p. 10: "da die Kenntnisz der menschlichen

Seele die Vorhalle der hoheren Gnogis und der Mystik

~ des Gesetzes bilde..."

vide supra, and Jellinek, p. 20.
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The text of the Sefer ha-Mishkal in the MSS ( X)),
( ax), ( 29), T RES, C 3y, and (D) is followed
immediately by Joseph's Gikatilla s Sod Batsheba;
in (X®) by the Sefer ha-Mltsvoth of Gikatilla.

4. Scholem, Eine unbekannte mystische Schrift -des
Mose de Leon, in MGWJ, v. 71 519275, p. 112 ff.
For a comparlsdn of the two ideblogles concerning

.the mystery of evil in Moses de Leon and Toseph
Gikatilla, cf. MT, p. 238-39. »

Cf. Assemanus, p. 162,

.8 oefer ha=-Mishkal, f. 23v line 11 and f.43v,
line 3. o

Cof. Sexer ha-Mishkal f.2v, lines 17-18.

- On Moses de Leon s Hebrew writings see MT, p. 192

ff. 'In 2 margin note of the copist in the Leyden
manuscript the following other works by Moses de Leon
are mentioned: Sefer ha-Pardes, Sefer ha-Rimon,
Sefer Or Zarua and Sefer Perush Koheleth. .The note
reads as follows: _
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The book Sefer ha-Pardes is mentioned in the Sefer
ha-Mishkal f.37v line 12. The book is also mentioned
in Moses de Leon's She'eloth u-teshuvoth, published
by I. Tishby in Kobez Al Jad, v. V (XV), Jerusalem

' Besides the Sefer ha-Mishkal and the Shekel ha-Kodesh,
2l1so Moses de Leon's She'eloth u-teshuvoth have been

- published by I. Tishby, cf. supra, note 47. A

critical text of Moses de Leon's Maskiot Kesef was
the subject of my master's thesis. Copies are in
Srandeis University (Dept. of Near Eastern Judaic.
Studies), and in New York at the National Foundation
for Jewish Culture)

Concerning the relationship of Moses de Leon's
writings to the Zohar cf. Jellinek, 0.c., G. Scholem,
MT, chapter 5, p. 156 ff. and I. Tlshby, Mishnat ha-
Zohar, Jerusalem 19‘7, ve I, p. 28 £ff. Cf. also

M, Sachs s remark in Die religiose Poesie der Jud en
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" in Spanien. Berlin, 1901, p. 327: "Aus diesem
‘Durcheinandergahren, aus neufabricierten und

geheimgehaltensn fruheren Schriften mxstischen
Tnhaltes eging das Gebray der Kabbalah und auch wohl.

.der Sonhar hervor. R. lMose de Leon, der riach einem
- unverdachtigen, spater in der Zelt der herrschenden
Autoritit dieses Buches pgewaltsam unterdrickten o
- Zeugnisse geradezu der Verfasser desselben genannt -
wird, lebte etec. Well aware of a unity in content

between Moses de.Leon's Hebrew writings and the
Zohar, Sachs had hardly any appreciation for-their.
substance!

| For the relation between the Sefer ha-Nishkal end the

Zohar see also the references “to the sources in the
critical edition of the text in this thesis.

MT, p. 240-43, cf. also R. J. Z. Werblowsky, Fhilo
and the Zonar, in: JJs, v. 10 (1959), ». 254k ib.
p. 113=135, who emphasizes the basical correspondence
in ideas between the Zohar and the Sefer ha=-Mishkal
in these articles. - ‘

Werblowsky, 0.C., D. 37=41, and p. 113,

On. the anti-philosophic tendencies and nolemics of
Moses de Leon, cf. Jellinek, p. 44; nerblowsky, 0+Cey

p. 31.

6. Scholem mentions Moses de Leon's anti-Karaite
tendencies in his article Eine unbekannte mystische:
Schrift des lMose de Leon im MGMU v.e 71 219275;'23.

p. 113

‘On hoses de Leon's doctrine of man cf Alexander

Al tmann, The Delphic Maxim in Medieval Islam and
Judaism, in Biblical and other Studies, Phlilip W.
Towm Institute of Advanced Judalc Studies, Brandels
University. Studies and Texts: v. I. Cembridege
1963, p. 210 ff. ' '

On the tripartite soul and the platonlc idea of
"the highest soul" cf. MT, p. 240=43.

 The - significance of the word "mjshkal" and "shekel

is seen from the Zohar, v. I,33]/b. Cf. also

Shekel ha-Kodesh (ed. Crnenup, London 1911), p. 102
where 1s spoken about the wise of Greece who knew
the secret of "the Balance (mishkal) of Wisdom!

On the name Sefer ha-Mishkal and Sefer ha—hefesh
ha-Hakhamah see steinschnelder, Nunicn, p. 151, and
Steinschneider, Bod., col. 1853; Wolff, P. 817 de

Rossi, p. 111, _Jellinek observes that the double titles
-~ is a peculiarity of Moses de Leon, cf. eellinhk, D. 9,

4a-46,
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Notes relating to Part ITI

Cf. the introduction to this thesis (Part I).

Sefer ha-Mishkal, f.lv, lines 16-17.

ib., lines 22-25.

ib. f.2r, lines 18-20; ‘937 2177 QIdY® 1710 173V
The word "a2171a" appears in most manuscripts. The
meaning is rather problematic. The soul is described
as a micro-model of the Sefiroth and the Creator.

It could mean perhaps "the matter of the mysterles

of the degrees of the efflgy etc." The word

" refers in my opinion to this mystery of "]ikeliness".

See also f.22v, line 22 and f.27v, line 9.
ib., f£.2v, lines 13-1%.

ib., f.lr, line 25.

";,‘f.zr, lines 20=22,

ib
i._.go ' fol.:\T, lines 14-1:0

ibo, f.EV, lil’leS 20-24.

., f£.3v, lines 18-20.

LX) fnll'r, lines 1-100

A., £.8r, lines 7;9.

., £.5v, line 1.

ib
ib
ib., f.4v, lines 13-18.
B ,
ib
ib

., £.or, line 9;

f£f.6v, lines 1-8.

ib., £.6v, lines 14=17.

ib., f£.7r, lines 6-8.

ib., £.7v, llnes 10-12.

ib., f£.8r, lines 10-1Z.

ib., £.8v, lines 21-22. The expression‘"”nun.””a';"

the natural philosophers, 1is a frequently’used.ﬁerm.i
in this work. ' :
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"Let us return to our subJect" is one of the,typicai
standard expressions in Moses de Leon, who likes to
digress from his subject, though he also promlses

to "be short" or "indicate tbe mystery in concise
H' . _

An "alcneson" is defined by K. Jastrow, 4

"Dictionary of the Targumim, The Talmud Babli and

Yerushalmi, and Midraghic Literature, New York 19%0,
ve L, Ps 70, as the dlameter of a square having as
its basic length 1 2/5 cubits.

Se;er ha=ikishkal, f. 10r, lines 9=~ 14

ib., f.10r, lines 16-19. See also the Talnmud,
Jebamot 61/a and Baba Metsia 114/b. Tzlmud Bsbli,
cited henceforth as TB. '

2B, Berakhot 18/b; Sanhedrin 108/a. GCf. 2lso Job
14,22, . |

S.k. (Sefexr ha-hishkal) f.12r, lines 19 20. Compare
with the Zohar, v. I bé/a. About the doctrine of the
garment of the soul see G. Scholem, Tarbie=, v.24,

D. 290—306, and ME, p. 242.

I8, Sukkah 4%/b; Sanh edrln 97/b; Jebzmot 49/b.

S. i, £.15r and f.15v. Compare with Shekel ha-Kodesh,
eaitlon Greenup, p. 102, _ o

Sc}’io f.15V, lineS 5-60
ib., f£.16r, line 3; I3, Jebamot 109/b.

lidrash Bereshit Rabah 4, 7, Pirke de Raubl Ellezer
3, 1B, Pesanim 54/a.

78, Joma 21/b.
A reference to the idea that the Torah is the light

. of the righteous (Qr garua le-tsadik)? Cf: Ps.

97,11.

$.M., £.18r, lines 1-8.

1B, Rosh Hashanah 18/&4

7B, Joma 39/3.

;g.,-Sanhedrin 90/a. ‘ -

ib., 38/v.
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42,

3.

4k,

.

46 1

47.

57.
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S.M. f.22v, line 5.

ib., f.2%r, lines 8-21. With the temple to where
the soul ascends 1s perhaps meant the Sefirah Binan.
ib., f£.26r, lines §-17. See introduction on the

title: Sefer ha-wisnkal and Shekel ha=-Kodesh.
s ,f.zgv lines 1-5. |
;_., f.48r, lines 9-10.

‘Deut. 32, 39, Bz. 37, 12- 14 yan. 12,2; Ps. 104,

29=30,

Louls Ginzberg, The Tegzends of the Jews, Philadelphia

19565, v.V, p. 81: "The assertion...that the soul.
is fastened to the spine is probably related to the
old view, according to which a part of the spine...

"is indestructible, and will, in the time of

resurrection furnish the material out of which the
humean body will be quickened." Cf. ib. p. 184
(note 44), and v. I, p. 163. ' .-

S.H., £.297, lines 19-22.

Pirke de Rabbi Eliezer 34; Tena debe Eliyahu Rabba 53

‘Bereshit Rsbah 96,7; Lanhume fayehi 13.

S.M., £.29r, line 24 - £.29v, line 12.
ib.; £.29v, lines 18-20.

IB, Senhedrin 97/a.

1TB Avodah Zarah 5/a. cf. Ginzberg, Q. c.;'f.-V;

P. 7S. The expression "guf" refers to the storehouse
of the pre-existent souls. See also Werblowsky,
Philo and the Zohar, in JJS, v. 10, (1959), p. 114,

S H., f.33r, 11nes 19=-25,

g@, Sotah 17/a, fenahot 43/b Hulin 89/a.

An e2llusion to the Throne = Merkabah symbolism. " The
one who is seated on the Throne is the same "who
rides the Merkabah." .

S.M.y £o371r, 1ine 19.

TB, Berakhot 28/a. .
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58,

69.
70,
71.
72.
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'S.M., £.35v, line 1.

0. Zohar I 13b-14/a.

S.M. £.37r, lines 1-5. .

The word PARDES contained an alluision to the four
methods of interpretation. P - Peshat - the literal
meaning; R = Remez - the allegorical meaning;

D - Derush - homelitic, morzl meaning; S - Sod -
mystical (kabbalistic) meaning.

S.M., £.38, lines 20-22,

ib., £.38v, lines 13-14.

ib., £.39r, lines 4-6. | |

ib., £.39v, lines 9~10., On the Merkabah‘mysficism

cf. KT, chapter 2, p. 40 ff; also G. Scholem,

JewisH—Gnosticism, Merkabah Mysticism, and Tslmudic
Trzdition. New York 1960, in particular ch. 4

Of. Sefer Masgkiot Kesef, p. 13 in my master's thesis
for Brandels University. The three points to which
Moses de Leon here alludes (Hokxhmah, Tif'eret,
Malkuth) perhaps represent also the three vowel points
(Holem, Shurek, Hirek) as he explains in the Megkiot
Kesef. : : '

S.M., f£.42T, line 17.

ib., £.4kr, lines 11-25.

ib., f.45r, lines 8-24.

ib., f.4%v, lines 2'ff;' _

ib., f£.45v, liné 14, The "soﬁs of the West"
referred to, are perhaps the rabbis of Israel (cf.
1B, Berakhot 4/b). _

S.M., f.46r, line 13 £ff.

ib., £.47b, iine 11 f£f.

ib., £.48r, line 20 ff.

7B, Megilah 13/a.
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ibidem

-”ror the mystery of the Cﬂrcumcision cf. S.M.,. £, 49v

line 7 ££f. The relationship between Abraham and
Ezechiel is explained ib., f.49v, 1ine 24 - f£,50r,
line 10. : '

i oy T S1r, line 24 £

Nidrush Bereshit Rabah 10.

See above under the mystery of the Sabbath.

The mystery of the Levirate marriage cf. S.M.,
f.52v, line 18 ff. '

ib., f.54r, line 23 ff.

The mystery of the Meat and bilk ib., £.57v,
llne 20 ff.

ib., £.58r, line 16 - £.65r, line 1.

o

b., £.57v, lines 24-25.
b., £f.60r, lines 2-3;

* Joma 09/b. |

.M., f£.64r, line 25.

. B, Shabbath 55/a.
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