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{ wish to confirm that the Palestinian institutions of East Jerusalem
and the interests and well-being of the Palestinians of East Jerusa-
lem are of great importance and will be preserved. Therefore, all
the Palestinian institutions of East Jerusalem, including the
economic, social, educational and cultural, and the holy Christian
and Moslem places, are performing an essential task for the
Palestinian population. Needless to say, we will not hamper their
activity; on the contrary, the fulfillment of this important mission is
to be encouraged. 2  pow nwathn
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The author wishes to thank Professor Abraham (Rami) Friedman, The
head of The Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies, Ora Ahimeir, the
Director of the Institute, and Dr. Shmuel Berkovitz, whose useful remarks
contributed much to this report.

Many thanks are also due to Hamutal Appel who has worked hard to
prepare this report for publication.

This report does not include a background survey of the political activity
on the issue of Jerusalem or of the positions of the parties toward
negotiations for a permanent settlement. These have been included in the
booklet Peacemaking in Jerusalem: A Task Team Report, published by The

Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies in Spring, 2000.

The material is updated to the end of 2001.

200

7R N7 0w DN nnmw NrpT D



In the framework of the task team of The Jerusalem Institute for Israel
Studies on the future of Jerusalem, a sub-committee was established to deal
with the issue of the Old City. Its 2im was to first examine the existing
situation in the Old City, and then to consider possible alternative
solutions. The sub-committee met frequently and studied many documents,
in part written by its members and in part by other experts. Some of these
documents and articles are attached to this report. The sub-committee
heard lectures by some of its members and by other experts. The group also
visited certain sites in the Old City.

The question arose from the very beginning whether we should deal only
with the city within the walls or with the whole Old City basin including the
areas adjacent to the Old City and are of a somewhat simmlar character,
such as Mount Zion, the Offel Gardens and Mount of Olives.

The committee decided to relate to the city within the walls on some
subjects, and on others - to encompass in its discussions the Old City basin,
also known as the Holy or historical Basin.

The aim of this report is to enrich the pool of ideas and data on the issue of
the Old City. The committee offered a joint opinion on certain topics; on
some it presented alternatives; and in other cases the problem was presented
without proposing a solution. We hope that if and when negotiations are
resumed, the negotiators will take into account the topics discussed by the
committee. We hope that the report may help clarify the interests of the
parties and assist efforts to achieve a peaceful and lasting settlement.

On some technical matters, proposals and alternatives are quoted directly
from the respective experts. The committee held no votes and there was no
complete consensus among all its members about all the topics discussed.
Certain topics not discussed by the committee were dealt with by the author
of this report, providing further information. The committee did not
deal with the Temple Mount in spite of its centrality to the issue of the
Old City, as we were told that another committee was established for this
purpose.
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The Old City of Jerusalem
Ruth Lapidoth
With the participation of Amnon Ramon

In the fall of 2000 hopes were high that soon an arrangement on the final
status of the West Bank and Gaza would pave the way for peaceful
coexistence between Israel and the Palestinians. These hopes were shattered
when the Palestinians began to perpetrate acts of violence against Israelis in
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip as well as within Israel. After a period of
restraint, Israel had to react by force. If we nevertheless publish this report
which was intended to aid in the search for peaceful solutions, it is because
we have not yet lost the hope that sooner or later the guns will be silenced
and the parties will return to the negotiating table.

At the Camp David Summit of July 2000, the issue of Jerusalem first came
up for detailed discussion. The clear lesson learned from this Summit was
that the issue of Jerusalem is at the focus of the conflict, and at its very core
is the Old City and the Temple Mount. The controversies related to these
issues are very significant, and emotions on all sides are intense.

We cannot foretell whether or when negotiations will be resumed; but we
may assume that when it happens, the Old City will be on the agenda. It
scems imperative that as much information as possible will be available to
the negotiators about the issues at hand as well as about various alternative
solutions. It therefore seems appropriate to publish the work of the Old
City Committee. This paper illuminates the problems to be dealt with and
possible approaches and ways of handling them along with the advantages
and disadvantages of each. The data and considerations may promote
better understanding of reality and encourage a more informed discussion
by policy makers and the general public.
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