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5. Dating of the Sages' halacha - The wvarious sources and the

application of research methods do not enable the unambiguous dating
of the Sages' halachot. However, various sources suggest that the
processes described here took place approximately from the beginning
of the- first century before the Common Era and ended in the first
century of the Common Era and before the Destruction of the Temple.
The Sages' halachot expressed as it were an affirmation of a certain
halachic and social situation and it is likely that they were worded
at the end of this period. This holds true for basic halachot phrased
as "Everyone + does'", halachot described as the first halachot that
the Sages said i1in their WMishna (Oral Tradition) and do not relate

directly to other halachot in Tannaic literature.



- IV -

cf means that made the carrying out of different mitzvot possible; c.
the changeover to a literate society.

a., In various halachot, the process 1s traced in which customs and
varlous halachot are diffused from the Temple and reach the whole
country. The process was gradual both in time and space and can be
discerned in various areas, Thus, the blowing of the shofar is
described, for example, as occurring in the Temple cnly at first and
then it spread to sites close to Jerusalem and eventually reached
sites further away. A similar process becomes evident in the analysis
of the reading of the scroll and the banishment of lepers. The
opposite process of the dintroduction of customs- into the Temple
appears in the halacha of ritual slaughter.

b. A comparison-of various halachot reveals a significant increase in
the means of carrying out of the mitzvoth such as the increase in the
number and variety of shofarot suitable for blowing, of the knives
suitable for slaughtering and of writing surfaces. In a similar
fashion, there was also an increase in the number of hours and days in
which the mitzvoth could be carried out, which indicate the growing
number of those who performed these mitzvoth.

¢. The number of Iliterate members of society grew considerably. At
first, reading and writing were limited to the priestly class but it
spread to all classes in the social process that blurred class
distinctions. Apparently, these were the deepest cultural changes

during that period.
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3. The social study - Each chapter deals again with the social

significance of the Sages' halacha. In various areas of halacha, as
blowing the shofar or ritual slaughtering, for example, the same
gocial process becomes evident: the change in the social strata. By
approving other social classes for engaging in oceupations formally
- carried out only by priests, the Sages affirmed the ﬁew social reality
in which thelr previous soclal superioity was fading. The halacha
which approved of T"Everyone" for carrying out the different
occupations minimized the difference between the various socilal
classes and lnevitably led to a new social stratification based not on
ancestry but on knowledge and skill. Together with the change that
occurred in the standing of those of 1less distinguished ancestry
especially, there occurred a change in the position of women and
children and that social attitude that valued skill tended to pay less
attention to the sex or age of anyone who did the same work, work that
had significance both in religious as well as soclal matters. In view
of this, it becomes evident that the original significance of the
halachot "Everyone" involved polemics with the priests who, as the
highest class in society, preferred to maintain the earlier social
structure, which put them at the summit of society, and alse the
earlier halachic structure, which permittted only them to carry out
those tasks which had become the distinctive marks of their social
position.

4. Cultural phenomena - Three main processes appear in the various

chapters: a. the diffusion of culture; b, the increase in the number
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for all the halachot expressed in the same formula. In several places
in Talmudical literature, the Tannaim themselves interpreted
"Everyone"” 1n each chapter as referring to all strata of society:
priests, levites and Israel, converts, freed slaves, hallalim, netinim
and bastards, and different kinds of eunuchs", Various literary and
content comsiderations have led to the definition of "Everyone" in
each chapter as referring to the same list of the ;arious strata of
society.

2. Discussion of halacha - In each chapter there is a discussion of

halacha in which non-rabbinic halacha is compared with the halacha of
the Sages. As a result of this comparison, the Sages' halacha is shown
to be anchored 1in the dally halachic and social reality: That is to
say why and to what purpose those particular halachot were expressed
in the formula "Everyone + present simple plural verb". From this
. study it appears that in the early period, those occupations mentioned
in the halachot that begin with "Everyone 1leads, blows the shofar,
reads the rscroll (of Esther), sprinkles pure water, purifies the
leper, slaughters and writes (a bill of divorcement)" were priestly
activities par excellence. On the other hand, the sages said that any
Israelite, no matter what his origin or ancestry, ié fit to do these
tasks and at times d1s even obliged to do so, such as blowing the
shofar and reading the scroll. The change from the early halacha tao
the Sages' halacha is described as a qualitative change in which the
halacha beginning with "Everyone'" acquires the standingiaf the basic

halacha for all the Sages' halachot in that field of halacha.



ABSTRACT

Since the structure of the discussion is wmore or less the
game in each chapter or grouﬁ of chapters in this dissertation, there
is no point in summarizing the individual chapters separately go 1t is
the stages of the study that will be dealt with. There are five stages
in the study: 1. literary analyses of the Tannaic sources; 2. the
comparative halachic discussion and the evolvement of the halacha; 3.
the analyses of the social strata and their changes; 4. the analysis
of social phenomena reflected in the halacha of the Sages; 5. the

dating of the Sages' halacha.

The different stages of study, common to all the chapters,

are as follous:

1. literary analysis - At the beginning of each chapter, there is a

detailed discussion of the halacha that appears as the heading of the
chapter. All the headings are expressed in the same formula: "Everyome
+ the plural verb in the present tense + Verb Complement + various
explanations". Sometimes this appears in a shortened version in which
only the first two Hebrew elements appear, such as: "Everyone
slaughters", 1In each chapter there is a description of the evolvement
of the halacha that heads the chapter so it becomes evident that the
halachot that were phrased in the short form grew longer In the course
of time due to the addition of explanations. Although the Tannaim made
different additions that explained, restricted or broadened the

meaning of "Everyone", a uniform explanation will be suggested here
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