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S UMM A R Y

The purpose of this essay is to define the attitude of the Hasidic movement

towards the national revival movement.

The essay begins with the Hasidim’s attitude towards Erez-Israel and
demonstrates that in the early days it was favourable both from an _
ideological point of view and from a paractical one regarding ixximi'g’rafion.
From Hasidic primary sources we can identify the significance of Erez-
Israel today and the importance of immigration to Israel through -details

of Hasidic immigrants’ names and immigration to Erez-Israel,

The establishment of the Hasidic movement and the keep'ing of its external
values by limiting itself to its own internal frame-work and its lack of
openness to new-ideas - in the Hasidic world, even according to Halacha -
have caused the Hasidim to stand aloof from new ideas by totally ignoring

their existence.

But as the time that the much hated elements of the Haskalah (enlighteriment
movement) joined the revival movement, the Hasidic Movement began abhoring
the idea of revival and fought it violently. The integration bf the revival
with the ideas of the HaSkaI’ah, with the “Tikun” (refbrmation of the human
being) with modefn schools a_ind, with “Cultura” have brought on an extreme
and uncompromising Hasidic obposition to such an extent that some central
circles such as: Lubavitch, Shiniawa and Munkacs,v have stated that the
settlement in Erez-Israel was not a Mitzvah, and that there was priority

in living in the Diaspora over Erez-Israel.
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This essay deals with the attitude of the Hasidic movement towards the
revival movements in their chronological order. It begins with “Mevasrei
Zion” (Forerunners of Zjon) - Rabbi Zevi Hirsch Kalischer, Rabbi Eljjah
Guttmacher and their allies, all of them concentrating around the ‘“Hevrah
Le’ Yishuv Erez-Israel” and whose ideological basis is that no miracle is

to be expected in the settlement of Erez-Israel and that redemption will
come in a natural way, which means that practical and concrete measures -

i.e. the natural way - are to be taken in order to settle Erez-Israel.

In spite of Rabbi Zevi Kalischer’s most humble appeal to Rabbi Abraham
Landa of Ciechanow as well as the Habad Zadikim to join, the Hasidic
Movement’s reaction to these ideas is not available to us. It seems that
they watched for developments and continued the tradition of staying
aloof and not mingling outside their chosen spheres of activity. Only
later on do many Hasidic Zadikim favour Rabbi Kalischer’s idea as

being, in their opinion, the antithesis of Political Zionism.

We continue with “Hibbat Zion™ and its actual settlement activities in
Erez-Israel, which aroused great excitement in the Jewish world, including

the Hasidic world. Rabbi Jaacov of Jasow and Rabbi Abraham of Sochaczew
started building Hasidic settlements in Erez-Israel. The head of the activists
in this field is Rabbi Israel Morgenstern of Pilev; in his book “Shlom
Jerushalaim”™ he writes enthusiastically about the Yishuv in Erez-Israel

and proposed the immigration of a thousand Hasidic families to settle

on the land. The heart of the discussion is whether settling in Erez-

Israel is a Mitzvah. Rabbi Abraham of Sochaczew and the “Sfat Emet”

of Gur think that it is. The rest of the Hasidic world does not comment.

The Galicia Zadikim headed by Rabbi Jehezkel Shraga Halberstam of
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Sieniawa, think it is not. Rabbi Shmuel of Lubavitch opposes the Bilu immigration.

Thus the attempt to enlist the Hasidic world has failed.

Further excitement arose with the appearance of Theodor Herzl Aharon Marcus
‘tried to mobilize the Hasidic World, especially the house of Ruzhin, to Herzl’s aid.
Because of Herzl's indifference and lack " of comprehension it failed. Anti-religious
declarations and non-confidence in Herzl, who came from an assimilated family,
stimulated the Hasidim to fight the new movement. The struggle began in
Lithuanian circles and soon the Hasidim joined in. The polemic literature
attacking Political Zionism‘ flourished. Some Hasidic circles joined Herzl but

among the Zadikim only one or two joined.

Even the founding of the Mizrachi movement does not bring in Hasidism. The
founders of the movement met with the “Sfat Emet”, Rabbi Shmaryahu Noah
Shneqrsohﬁ of Bobruisk, Rabbi Abraham of Sochaczew, _bu_t to. no avail. On the
other hand it stirred the Hasidic youth and many of them joined the new move-
ment with the result that the Zadikim turned the opposition towards the Mizrachi
which in theif view was worse that the _Zionists' themselves. The'ideological
reasoning is that there should be no co-operation with the secular ‘people and

Sabbath desecrators. A sépara-te- chapter deals with the Mizrachi phenomenon.

The Balfour Declaration aroused new excitement. The Hasidic Zadikim saw in

it the traces -of the coming redemption (Geulah). Thel Hasidic circles prepared

to act for Erez-Israel aﬁd especially enthusiasﬁc about it became the Zadik Rabbi
Abraham Mordechai of Gur. Hasidic circles also published pamphlets praising

the immigration to Erez-Israel and organized Hasidic immigrations (Alyyot) began at

Bnei Braq, Kfar Hasidim, Kfar Ata. On the other hand the Balfour Declaration and
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the following awakening caused further extreme opposition to the immigration.
This opposition is headed by Rabbi Shalom Dobear of Lubavitch, Rabbi Haim
Elazar Shapira of Munkacs and others who utterly negated the need of living
in Erez-Israel, except for perfect Zadikim who are entitled to live there, and

hence their support for the Kolelim in which there are only scholars, and

farmers or 'workers in Erez-Israel are excluded.

A special point of interest is the influence of the national organization over
the Hasidic organization. The Hasidic Movement cannot remain only in its
dynastic framework and its organization developed beyond this dynastic
framework. The major chapter of this book is dedicated to this subject,
since the organizing of such frameworks requires communal workers,
journalists, public relations officers and entails a complicated process. Also
the ideological and organizational change was not easy to deal with. The
chapter deals with the various Hasidic organizations founded between the

time of the National Revival and until the Balfour Declaration. It is self
evident that we have laid stress on the attitude of these organizations to

the revival movements. The following organizations are specified: Mahazikei Ha’Dat
in Galicia - the first Hasidic Political organization; Mahazikei Ha’Dat in Russia;
World Rabbinical Congress; the Ruzhin -Vizhnitsa Vocational Organization and
the largest among them all: Agudath Israel which is still in existence today,

A separate chapter is dedicated to the ideological rivaly between the Hasidic
Movement and the Revival Movements, emphasizing the Halachic logical and pracﬁcal
arguments against the revival ideologies. This chapter includes the radical

arguments of Rabbi Shalom Dobear of Lubavitch, continued by his son Rabbi Yosef




Itchak who also fought Agudat Israel which in his opinion had adopted

the ideology of a national revival.

At the end of the book there are supplements from Hasidic sources for and

against the national revival movements.




