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“The supreme God is a Being eternal, infinite, absolutely perfect; but : 1712770 R21] AT HYR

a being, however perfect, without dominion, cannot be said to be Lord God; for we say, my god,

your God, the God of Israel, the God of Gods, and Lord of Lords; we do not say, my Eternal,
the Eternal of Israel; but every Lord is not a God. It is the dominion of a spiritual being which
canstltutes a God: a true, supreme, or imaginary dominion makes a true, supreme, Or imaginary
God. And from his true dominion it follows that the true God is a living, intelligent, and powerful
Bemg, and from his other perfection, that he is supreme, or most perfect. He is eternal and infinite,
omnipotent and omniscient; that is, his duration reaches from eternity to eternity; his presence
from Infinity to infinity; he governs all things, and knows all things that are or can be done” —
- | - .Principia, Berkeley 1962, pp. 544-545

“Newton, Maimonides, and Esoteric Knowledge”, "InR» 1IX7 072070 nny U NPT Ly
N IR VA2 TIXNA ARM .Cross Currents (1990), pp. 526-538
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On Martyrdom in Jewish Law: Maimonides and Nahmanides

Jose Faur

This paper examines the positions of Maimonides and-Nahmanides on Qiddush
naShem (martyrdom). For Maimonides martyrdom has a political dimension,
affecting Jewish sovereignty: belief in God’s Law precludes the possibility of

total submission to earthly authorities. Theretore, a direct order issued with the _,,
purpose of contravening Jewish sovereignty must be disobeyed, even at the cost

of one’s life. In this context, the three cardinal sins recognized in Jewish law —

‘avoda zara (idolatry; as part of the national dimension of Israel), giluy arayot

(incest and adultery, violating the sanctity of the family), and shfichut damim

(murder, violating the sanctity of individual life) — are regarded as violations of

matters intrinsic to Jewish sovereignty and identity; therefore any law or command

to violate them must be disobeyed, regardless of circumstance. Since orders to

violate other areas of Jewish law do not always constitute an overt challenge to

Jewish law and sovereignty, the duty of Qiddush ha-Shem in those areas depends on

events and circumstances. This position 1s in open disagreement with the standard

view, represented by Nahmanides, that Qiddush ha-Shem in some areas of Jewish -
law (and not in others) is due to the Intrinsic severity of these prohibitions. An

entire series of interconnected issues emerging from this halakhic disagreement is

scrutinized in this study.




