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The bulk of the autograph of Maimonides’s Mishnah Commentary is preserved in
its final form in MS Bodl. Huntington 117 and MS Sassoon 72-73. These
manuscripts, however, do not contain parts pertaining to Seder Tohorot. Two pages
containing the draft of parts of the introduction to this Mishnah order were found
by M. Lutski in the Adler Collection ENA 4045%, and recently A. Scheiber
discovered four pages in the Leningrad Library (Antonin 1095).

Being a draft, theautograph published here reflects the way in which Maimonides
wrote. His works are so systematically built that the reader has the impression that
the mode of presentation chosen is the only possible one, and accordingly was
adopted by Maimonides from the very beginning. Yet the numerous corrections
in this draft attest to the amount of effort Maimonides invested in his writings.
The present publication reproduces the six pages of the autograph in facsimile,
edited and compared with the printed editions.
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