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5 Charts That Show Sweden’s Strategy Worked. The
Lockdowns Failed

Sweden showed there's a better way to combat COVID-19.
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overnment of�cials in Sweden announced this week that the
government expects to maintain its mild restrictions on gatherings

“for at least another year” to mitigate the spread of COVID-19.

Unlike most other European countries and nations around the world,
Sweden declined to initiate a nationwide lockdown or mask mandates,
opting instead for a policy that restricted large gatherings and relied on
social responsibility to slow transmission of the virus.
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For months, Sweden was criticized for its decision to forego an economic
lockdown.

“Sweden becomes an example of how not to handle COVID-19,” CBS
declared in its headline in a July article.

Sweden had become a “cautionary tale,” the New York Times declared the
same month.

“They are leading us to catastrophe,” The Guardian warned in March.

Dozens of similar examples can be found. With every passing week,
however, it’s becoming more clear that Sweden got the virus right. For
starters, Swedish of�cials point out that even if lockdowns did save lives,
they cannot long be endured.

"The measures that are being taken in Europe are not sustainable, we're
trying to �nd a level that is steady and that keeps the spread down. We
can't get rid of it, but we can keep it down at a reasonable level," Johan
Carlson, the director general of Sweden's public health agency, said in an
interview with public broadcaster SVT on Sunday.

It’s also worth pointing out that Sweden has avoided some of the
economic carnage of its European neighbours experienced by
implementing harsh lockdowns. In August, the BBC pointed out that
Sweden’s economy experienced much less damage during the pandemic.

Both of these facts help explain why Sweden has not witnessed the
widespread social unrest other nations have seen.

"A certain fatigue is setting in, this has been going on for a number of
months,” Carlson admitted. “But we are not seeing anger or aggression,
we're not seeing the same reactions as in Europe.”

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/sweden-covid-coronavirus-deaths-make-sweden-example-of-how-not-to-deal-with-covid-19/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/07/business/sweden-economy-coronavirus.html#:~:text=Its%20decision%20to%20carry%20on,Britain%20move%20to%20lift%20lockdowns.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/30/catastrophe-sweden-coronavirus-stoicism-lockdown-europe
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-53664354
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This should come as no surprise. Life in Sweden is still relatively normal.
People never stopped going to restaurants and bars, pools or parks.
Schools and places of business remained open. Hence, the mass protests,
violence, and spikes of mental health deterioration, drug overddoses, and
suicide nations around the world have witnessed in 2020 have been
notably absent in Sweden.

Perhaps most importantly, Sweden’s “lighter touch” seems to have tamed
COVID-19. While many European countries that implemented lockdowns
are witnessing a resurgence of the virus, Sweden’s cases and deaths
remain a stark contrast to other European nations.

Not only no mask mandate; almost no mask wearing in Sweden. Never
closed. God bless this free country. pic.twitter.com/6ufoUPXIgW

— Jeffrey A Tucker (@jeffreyatucker) October 7, 2020

It’s true there was concern around a slight uptick in cases that began in
mid-September, but the increase is well below other European nations,
which has resulted in fewer COVID-19 related deaths.

Yinon Weiss, a founder of RallyPoint and a Harvard Business School grad,
has shown, Sweden’s current daily death rate is exponentially lower—25x,
10x, 7x—than many of its European counterparts that initiated strict
lockdowns, such as Spain, the United Kingdom, and France.

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-54139669
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/11/us/homicides-crime-kansas-city-coronavirus.html
https://fee.org/articles/4-life-threatening-unintended-consequences-of-the-lockdowns/
https://fee.org/articles/another-deadly-cost-of-covid-19-lockdowns-a-hidden-epidemic-of-drug-overdoses/
https://fee.org/articles/a-years-worth-of-suicide-attempts-in-four-weeks-the-unintended-consequences-of-covid-19-lockdowns/
https://t.co/6ufoUPXIgW
https://twitter.com/jeffreyatucker/status/1313926783197118468?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.rallypoint.com/
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Sweden: An Update 

This must be getting awkward for Spain, France, and the UK locking
down again. Sweden is enjoying open schools, open businesses, and
no masks. 

Current daily death rates compared to Sweden:

Spain 25x 
France 10x 
United Kingdom 7x 

(1/4) pic.twitter.com/CMAtVSIIcR

— Yinon Weiss (@yinonw) October 7, 2020

Join us in preserving the principles of economic freedom
and individual liberty for the rising generation

Support FEE's Mission

https://t.co/CMAtVSIIcR
https://twitter.com/yinonw/status/1313633744058642432?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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Throughout the pandemic, many have claimed Sweden can’t be compared
to these larger nations, since they have higher population density. The link
between COVID-19 and urban density is weak at best, but even if you
account for population density data show that Sweden’s capital of
Stockholm has outperformed American cities that locked down like
Boston, Philadelphia, and Chicago. (And of course New York.) 

"Compared to cities of similar density, the Swedes still outperform with
no lockdowns or masks. 

The truth will not be hidden forever. Get on the right side of history." -
@yinonw pic.twitter.com/gIS0EUAdE4

— Jon Miltimore (Parler: @Miltimore79) (@miltimore79) October 8,
2020

Even the Nordic countries with low death rates that Sweden often is
unfavorably compared to are now seeing a sharp rise in cases (though
death in all Nordic countries thankfully remains low).

A look at #Covid_19 cases in Nordic countries. 

Covid deaths in all four countries remains low.
pic.twitter.com/Jpy5UhZ8nO

— Jon Miltimore (Parler: @Miltimore79) (@miltimore79) October 8,
2020

Critics of Sweden’s policy will point out that Sweden’s COVID-19 death rate
is still higher than its Nordic neighbors—the result of a failure to
adequately protect its eldercare homes—but the goal was never to have
the lowest coronavirus death rate in Europe. It was to limit the spread of
the virus and prevent hospital systems from being overwhelmed.

https://www.jhsph.edu/news/news-releases/2020/urban-density-not-linked-to-higher-coronavirus-infection-rates-and-is-linked-to-lower-covid-19-death-rates.html
https://twitter.com/yinonw?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/gIS0EUAdE4
https://twitter.com/miltimore79/status/1314218489465499654?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Covid_19?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/Jpy5UhZ8nO
https://twitter.com/miltimore79/status/1314220487615098881?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.euronews.com/2020/05/21/are-care-homes-the-dark-side-of-sweden-s-coronavirus-strategy
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Despite predictions that its laissez-faire policy would result in mass
infection and 96,000 deaths, Sweden succeeded and its per capita death
toll today remains well below many of its European neighbors.

The last three months have been particularly striking, Weiss points out. 

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.04.11.20062133v1.full.pdf
https://twitter.com/yinonw/status/1313633750824091648
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With every passing week we’re seeing that the world’s lockdown
experiment failed, and failed horribly—destroying millions of businesses,
tens of millions of jobs, and causing widespread mental and physical
health deterioration. (There’s a reason European leaders such as Boris
Johnson are now consulting with Sweden’s top infectious disease expert,
Anders Tegnell.)

As John Tierney recently explained in City Journal, the best that can be
said of stay-at-home orders is that they may have made sense before we
had solid data and little clue about the type of virus we were dealing with.
We know better now. There is no correlation between lockdown stringency
and COVID-19 deaths, while their harms are induspitable. 

This is why thousands of medical practitioners and public health scientists
have signed a new declaration—the Great Barrington Declaration—
expressing grave concerns over the adverse effects of lockdowns and
calling for a more targeted approach.

In June, following publication of an NPR report that showed COVID-19 is
not as dangerous as �rst believed, I suggested lockdowns could prove to
be the biggest expert “fail” since the Iraq War.

Four months later, the evidence only looks stronger.
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https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/coronavirus-boris-johnson-sweden-lockdown-rules-10pm-curfew-sunak-b572360.html
https://www.city-journal.org/lockdowns-must-end
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2020-opinion-coronavirus-europe-lockdown-excess-deaths-recession/
https://wmbriggs.com/post/30833/?fbclid=IwAR3twVnEHaruKWCzUOFU1gwtzR3dAQSpu3esyiRfJ7ZeOiH6IbYBx-eTiB0
https://gbdeclaration.org/
https://www.npr.org/2020/05/27/863422745/new-data-shows-the-coronavirus-is-less-lethal-than-first-thought
https://fee.org/articles/npr-mounting-evidence-suggests-covid-not-as-deadly-as-thought-did-the-experts-fail-again/
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