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In addition, considerations regarding the internal coherency of the text, as well
as the physical properties of the Geniza fragments, may lead to a slightly different
ordering.

One of the newly presented fragments reveals that in his commentary
on the Sefer Ha-Galuy Rav Sa‘adya aimed at demonstrating the utility of high
mathematics to Torah study, thereby emphasizing his own personal virtue as
one having extensive knowledge in these fields. Furthermore, one can learn from
the new Geniza sections about the proper order in which Rav Sa‘adya mentions
the people whom he attacks in this manuscript, including a name that has
disappeared so far from the eyes of the researchers, Judah the son of the Exilarch,
David Ben Zakkai.

The edition is accompanied by brief expansive comments. I illustrate how
these may be the basis for further discussions, addressing the calculation of the
end-of-days included in Sefer Ha-Galuy, probably as part of Rav Sa‘adya’s method
of historiography, which divides Jewish history into periods of 500 years.
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